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1

GENERAL

1.1
The Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments held its third session
from 18 to 22 July 2016 under the chairmanship of Captain D. Hutchinson (Bahamas).
1.2
The session was attended by delegations from Member Governments and
Associate Members of IMO, representatives from the United Nations and specialized
agencies and observers from intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations in consultative status, as listed in document III 3/INF.1.
1.3
In accordance with rule 45 of the Rules of Procedure of the Maritime Safety
Committee (MSC), experts representing the managers of the IMO ship and
company/registered owner identification number schemes and the Management Unit of
Equasis attended the meeting.
Opening address of the Secretary-General
1.4
After welcoming participants, the Secretary-General referred to the recent and tragic
events in the French city of Nice on Bastille Day. This atrocious attack carried out against
innocent people looking forward to a joyful day of national celebrations had since filled the
world with feelings of shock, agony, dismay, grief and anguish, about the havoc that a human
being had managed to inflict upon other fellow human beings. His expression of condolences
to France and the victims of different nationalities and their families, was followed by those of
all the delegations that spoke. The Secretary-General delivered his opening address, the full
text of which can be downloaded from the IMO website at the following link:
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/SecretaryGeneral/Secretary-GeneralSpeechesToMeetings
Chairman's remarks
1.5
The Chairman thanked the Secretary-General for his opening address and stated
that his words of encouragement as well as his advice and requests would be given every
consideration in the deliberations of the Sub-Committee.
Adoption of the agenda
1.6
The Sub-Committee adopted the agenda (III 3/1) and agreed, in general, to be
guided in its work by the annotations to the provisional agenda contained in documents
III 3/1/1 and Corr.1. The agenda, as adopted, with the list of documents considered under
each agenda item, is set out in document III 3/INF.30.
2

DECISIONS OF OTHER IMO BODIES

2.1
The Sub-Committee noted the decisions and comments pertaining to its work made
by MSC 95, MSC 96, MEPC 69, C 114, C/ES 28, A 29, SDC 3, HTW 3, NCSR 3, SSE 3 and
FAL 40, as reported in documents III 3/2 and Add.1, III 3/2/1, and III 3/2/2 and Add.1
(Secretariat), and took them into account in its deliberations when dealing with the relevant
agenda items.
2.2
With regard to the outcome of SSE 3, in relation to the issues of fire integrity of the
bulkheads between the wheelhouse and a toilet inside the wheelhouse, and the clarification
of the minimum width of external escape routes, which had required its consideration, as
presented in document III 3/2/2/Add.1, the Sub-Committee acknowledged that the expected
course of action would imply prior consideration by MSC.
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3

CONSIDERATION AND ANALYSIS OF REPORTS ON ALLEGED INADEQUACY
OF PORT RECEPTION FACILITIES

Outcome of MEPC 69
3.1
The Sub-Committee noted that MEPC 69 had deleted the item on "Inadequacy of
reception facilities" from the Committee's agenda since the biennial agenda of the
III Sub-Committee includes the item "Consideration and analysis of reports on alleged
inadequacy of port reception facilities" and the outcome of the Sub-Committee meetings will
be considered by the Committee.
Annual enforcement reports on port reception facilities for 2015
3.2
The Sub-Committee recalled that the compliance of ships with the discharge
requirements of MARPOL depends largely on the availability of adequate port reception
facilities, especially within Special Areas, and the Government of each Party shall notify the
Organization, for transmission to the Parties concerned, of all cases where the facilities are
alleged to be inadequate.
3.3
The Sub-Committee also recalled that the standard consolidated format for reporting
alleged inadequacies of port reception facilities, as set out in MEPC.1/Circ.469/Rev.2, has
been revised and expanded to include, in addition to oil wastes (MARPOL Annex I) and
noxious liquid substances (NLS) (MARPOL Annex II), also NLS categories X, Y and Z
(MARPOL Annex II), sewage (MARPOL Annex IV), garbage (MARPOL Annex V), and
ozone-depleting substances and exhaust gas-cleaning system residues (MARPOL
Annex VI).
3.4
Having considered document III 3/3 (Secretariat) containing summaries of annual
enforcement reports on port reception facilities, as posted in the IMO Global Integrated
Shipping Information System (GISIS) for the reporting year of 2015, the Sub-Committee
noted that:
.1

there were 86 reported cases of alleged inadequacies of port reception
facilities received from seven flag States, one Associated Member and two
territories of the United Kingdom, of which 63 reports referred to alleged
inadequacies of reception facilities under the requirements of Annex V, five
reports under Annex II, six reports under Annex I, 11 reports covered more
than one waste category and one report did not specify any waste type but
stated that the port had no available reception facility;

.2

total waste types reported were 110 and covered 34 port States and one
territory of the Netherlands; and

.3

five port Administrations responded on actions taken on alleged
inadequacy reports, covering 15.1% of the total reports submitted by flag
Administrations for 2015.

3.5
The Sub-Committee noted the information provided and reminded Member States of
their obligation under MARPOL to respond to reports by flag Administration on alleged
inadequacies of port reception facilities.
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Availability of adequate port reception facilities
3.6
The Sub-Committee considered document III 3/3/1 (INTERCARGO) describing the
difficulties faced by the bulk carrier industry with regard to the availability of port reception
facilities (PRF) for cargo residues and hold washings deemed harmful to the marine
environment (HME), as required by MARPOL Annex V.
3.7

3.8

4

In the ensuing discussion, the following views were, inter alia, expressed:
.1

availability and adequacy of PRF are an ongoing concern for many Parties
and especially the bulk cargo industry;

.2

the proposals in document III 3/3/1 (paragraphs 8.1 and 8.2) were
supported, in principle;

.3

the IMO Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS) was not the right tool to
address specific items like the availability of PRF; and

.4

the IACS Quality System Certification Scheme (QSCS) focus area
principle, based on reports received, could be introduced to address similar
problems.

Following discussion, the Sub-Committee:
.1

agreed that item G under "MARPOL Annex V-related" in the table of
appendix 1 to circular MEPC.1/Circ. 834 on Consolidated guidance for port
reception facility providers and users, should be made specific for HME
cargo residues and hold washings and, consequentially, the remaining
three waste types that include cargo residues that are not HME are
retained as separate categories, and to seek endorsement by MEPC; and

.2

requested the Secretariat to prepare relevant amendments to the
aforementioned circular for submission to MEPC for approval, and to
amend the structure of the GISIS PRF Module accordingly.

LESSONS LEARNED AND SAFETY ISSUES IDENTIFIED FROM THE ANALYSIS
OF MARINE SAFETY INVESTIGATION REPORTS

GENERAL
4.1
The Sub-Committee considered the report of the Correspondence Group on
Casualty Analysis (III 3/4) and noted the casualty-related outcome of other IMO bodies as
referenced in documents III 3/2 and Add.1, III 3/2/1 and III 3/2/2 and Add.1 (Secretariat).
4.2

The Sub-Committee also considered the following documents:
.1

III 3/4/1 (Secretariat), containing the list of reports of investigations into
casualties, which had been reviewed by the Correspondence Group on
Casualty Analysis for the current session of the Sub-Committee;

.2

III 3/4/2 (Secretariat), providing information on the GISIS-related
redesigning work of the Marine Accidents and Incidents (MCI) module in
accordance with MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.4/Rev.1 and the need for
comprehensive search and data-extraction facilities;
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.3

III 3/4/3 (China), presenting an analysis of the investigation reports of
marine accidents that occurred in China's waters over the past five years
and proposing to invite Member States to effectively implement relevant
IMO conventions and to ensure that ships keep proper look-out in areas of
high traffic density or under other special circumstances, in order to prevent
the reoccurrence of similar accidents;

.4

III 3/4/4 (China), proposing possible new ways to improve the dissemination
of lessons learned with a view to establishing an effective linkage between
casualty investigation and seafarers training; and

.5

III 3/4/5 (CLIA and IACS), explaining the use of accident data in IMO
instruments and the expected benefits of an enhanced version of the
MCI module;

and noted the information contained in the following documents:
.6

III 3/INF.2 (Secretariat), providing information on access to the analyses
carried out by the Correspondence Group on Casualty Analysis for this
session of the Sub-Committee;

.7

III 3/INF.23 (China), containing general information about the China Marine
Accident Investigation Laboratory, which provides technical support for
investigators and enhances the efficiency of marine accident investigation.
The Sub-Committee received a presentation of the China Marine Accident
Investigation Laboratory by the delegation of China;

.8

III 3/INF.25 (Republic of Korea), providing information on the estimation
methodology for psychological cost in maritime accidents and presenting
the results of a study carried out to estimate the psychological cost of
marine accidents for the seafarers on fishing vessels, domestic non-fishing
vessels and oceangoing non-fishing vessels of the Republic of Korea; and

.9

III 3/INF.26 (INTERCARGO), providing information on bulk carrier casualty
statistics and analysis between the years 2005 and 2015.

ANALYSIS OF THE INVESTIGATION REPORTS OF MARINE ACCIDENTS BY CHINA
4.3
With regard to document III 3/4/3 (China), the Sub-Committee, while recognizing
that its detailed consideration would require the technical expertise of the NCSR and HTW
Sub-Committees, agreed with the merits of its preliminary consideration in the context of the
review of the casualty analysis process, the identification of safety issues and the
development of recommendations for further consideration by relevant IMO bodies.
4.4
In this context, the Sub-Committee referred document III 3/4/3 to the working group
established under this agenda item for consideration as a test case, and emphasized that no
proposal for a new output should be developed for submission to MSC, as this was the
responsibility of interested delegations, if they so desired.
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DISSEMINATION OF LESSONS LEARNED FROM MARINE CASUALTIES AND ACCESS TO REPORTS OF
INVESTIGATION INTO CASUALTIES

4.5
The Sub-Committee recalled that MSC 96 had instructed HTW 4, taking into
account the relevant outcome of III 3 and MSC 97, to consider document MSC 96/9/2 (China
and IMLA) proposing possible new ways to improve the dissemination of lessons learned.
4.6
MSC 96 also instructed the Sub-Committee to consider the above-mentioned
document and, in particular, the feasibility and merits of the identification of typical accidents
and lessons learned that might be used for seafarers' training and education and to report to
MSC 97.
4.7
In this context, the Sub-Committee also considered document III 3/4/4 (China) on
the same subject and, while awaiting the outcome of HTW 4, reviewed access rights to
casualty-related information, in particular, reports of investigations into casualties, for
seafarers' training and education.
4.8
Taking into account the requirement for public release of reports of investigations
into casualties, as contained in the Code of the international standards and recommended
practices for a safety investigation into a marine casualty or marine incident (Casualty
Investigation Code) and the fact that, currently, such reports uploaded into the MCI module
are not made public by default, the Sub-Committee requested the Secretariat to make future
reports public, by default, while allowing reporting States to amend the release status of their
own reports. Regarding existing reports, the Sub-Committee agreed to retain the current
status of the reports until the next session of the Sub-Committee in order to allow for the
review of their release status by the corresponding reporting States, prior to their release to
the public.
USE OF ACCIDENT DATA IN IMO INSTRUMENTS
4.9
While considering document III 3/4/5 (CLIA and IACS), the Sub-Committee
supported the use of the MCI module for formal safety assessment (FSA)-related activities
and the conduct of trend analysis. As indicated, the MCI module is currently populated
according to the reporting requirements contained in the Casualty Investigation Code,
thereby concentrating on accidents with large consequences and potentially low frequency,
and might require information on other accidents with broader risk profiles, in the absence of
which, there might be an unintended and undesirable need to use other databases.
4.10
The Sub-Committee concurred with the merits of the requested harmonization of
data entries by reporting States, but could not agree with the proposed addition of a new
summary outlining the main causes of the casualty without clearer definition thereof in the
Casualty Investigation Code. A detailed further review could be carried out regarding the use
of existing data already collected through the MCI module so that the key elements related to
the main causes might eventually be picked up in order to combine background causes to be
used to validate and check categories assigned to the casualties. Such a review might fall
within the ongoing redesigning work of the MCI module being carried out by the developers
in order to assist the decision-making process.
4.11
With regard to the reporting of less serious casualties and near misses, while some
views did not support the possibility that this could bring useful results into the process of
collecting relevant information, the Sub-Committee agreed that the collection of such data
might benefit from simplified reporting format and requested the Secretariat to consider the
matter further for reporting at a future session.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON CASUALTY ANALYSIS
4.12
As agreed by III 2, the Sub-Committee established the Working Group on Casualty
Analysis, which started its work on the morning of the first day of the meeting under its
following terms of reference .1 to .4. In addition, and based on the discussion of documents
III 3/4/3, III 3/4/4, III 3/4/5, MSC 96/9/2 and MSC 96/25, the Sub-Committee further instructed
the group under the following terms of reference .5 to .11, taking into account comments and
decisions made in plenary, to:
.1

confirm or otherwise the findings of the correspondence group based on
the analysis of individual casualty investigation reports and GISIS, for the
Sub-Committee's approval and authorization of their release to the public
on GISIS;

.2

confirm or otherwise the draft text of Lessons Learned from Marine
Casualties, for the Sub-Committee's approval and authorization of release
on the IMO website in accordance with the agreed procedure;

.3

consider and advise whether those reports reviewed by the analysts and
considered by the working group, which are of interest to them should be
referred to the relevant Committees and sub-committees. In doing so, the
working group should submit supporting information derived from the
casualty analysis procedure used to develop recommendations for
consideration by the Committees and sub-committees according to agreed
procedures;

.4

commence the review of the current process conducted by the
correspondence group;

.5

consider how best to disseminate the Countries Survey Questionnaire to
the right contact points and advise the Sub-Committee accordingly;

.6

carry out a preliminary review of casualty-related data, which could support
further consideration of the issue of enhancing watch-keeping and proper
lookout in areas of high traffic density or under special circumstances as a
test case for the analysing process, without preparing any request for a
new output; and

.7

advise on the re-establishment of the Correspondence Group on Casualty
Analysis and, if so, prepare draft terms of reference for that group.

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON CASUALTY ANALYSIS
4.13
Having approved the report of the Working Group on Casualty Analysis (III 3/WP.3)
in general, the Sub-Committee took decisions as reflected in the following paragraphs.
Analysis of marine safety investigation reports
4.14
The Sub-Committee noted that the group, in considering the analyses of marine
safety investigation reports, had emphasized that the work of the Correspondence Group on
Casualty Analysis in no way focuses on the analysis of the quality of the investigation, but on
the analysis of the marine safety investigation reports themselves The group had also been
of the view that the identification and extraction of causal factors within the analysis should
be carefully determined and reflected.
https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx
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4.15 Having approved the following changes to the consolidated text of analyses available
in electronic form on IMODOCS (III 3/INF.2):
.1

casualty 3, adjustment of the event description in the column for "Event";
deletion of paragraphs 1, 3 and 6; and adjustments in paragraphs 4 and 5
in the column for "Causes";

.2

casualty 14, deletion of "act of God" in the column for "Causes"; and

.3

casualty 28, deletion of the second paragraph about observations of the
report in the column for "Issue raised human factor",

the Sub-Committee agreed to the above-mentioned analyses, as amended, and authorized
their release to the public on the MCI module.
4.16
With regard to the observations on the feedback on the quality of the 38 marine
safety investigation reports, which had been analysed, (III 3/4, paragraph 10), the
Sub-Committee agreed, subject to endorsement by MEPC and MSC, to bring them to the
attention of Administrations by means of III.3/Circ.4 on Casualty Analysis and Statistics,
containing observations on the quality of marine safety investigation reports, with a view to
improving future reports.
Lessons Learned from Marine Casualties
4.17
The Sub-Committee agreed to the two proposals to remove a Lesson Learned
related to a ship encountering heavy weather damage, needing further consideration by the
correspondence group to be established, and to encourage the inclusion of supporting
information, such as diagrams or photographs. In this context, the Sub-Committee approved
the Lessons Learned from Marine Casualties for release on the IMO website, as set out in
annex 1, after review by the Secretariat.
Safety issues that need further consideration
4.18
With regard to the identification of new safety issues needing further consideration,
the Sub-Committee noted that no issue had been identified at this session.
Review of the marine safety investigation reports analysis procedure
4.19
The Sub-Committee noted the progress made in the context of their review of the
current process (FSI 17/WP.1, annex 2) and the recommendations and discussion points,
which had been highlighted by the correspondence and working groups :
.1

purpose of the marine casualty analysis procedure;

.2

role of an analyst;

.3

purpose of analysing marine safety investigation reports;

.4

method and outcome of the analysis of marine safety investigation reports;

.5

presentation and justification of safety issues;

.6

recommendations for consideration of further action;
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.7

alignment with the Guidelines to assist investigators in the implementation
of the Casualty Investigation Code (resolution MSC.255(84))
(resolution A.1075(28));

.8

procedure for the review of reports on draft safety recommendations;

.9

amendment to the graphical representation of the typical flow of casualty
information (FSI 17/WP.1, paragraph 1.10) to serve as a basis for
elaborating the various roles and outputs at each step of the analysis
process;

.10

inclusion of the steps indicating the analysts' inputs and outcomes in the
review of the marine safety investigation reports, as well as those of the
correspondence group;

.11

main function of the group should be to validate the outcomes of the
correspondence group, following the approval of the correspondence
group's report by the Sub-Committee; and

.12

recommendation that, due to the restricted time available during a
Sub-Committee session for a comprehensive risk assessment to be
conducted to support draft Safety Recommendations, any consequent risk
assessment could be conducted intersessionally.

4.20
The Sub-Committee also noted the amended graphical representation of the typical
flow of marine safety investigation reports analysis procedure, as set out in annex 2 of
document III 3/WP.4, as a preliminary attempt to capture ideas of how the procedure should
work, which was developed using document III 3/4/3 as a test-case.
4.21
The Sub-Committee further noted that additional iterations were required in the
review of the procedure for the analysis of marine safety investigation reports, taking into
account the functionality of the next version of the MCI module, as and when available, the
introductory section to describe the purpose and outcomes of the new procedure, and the
outline of its structure, as set out in annex 3 of document III 3/WP.4.
4.22
Until such time when the new marine safety investigation reports analysis procedure
is in place, the Sub-Committee agreed that the current casualty analysis procedure, as set
out in annex 2 of document FSI 17/WP.1, will continue to be applicable, but
recommendations for consideration by sub-committees should only be developed in cases
where corresponding outputs already exist in their respective biennial agendas.
Dissemination of the Countries Survey Questionnaire
4.23

The Sub-Committee endorsed the group's advice and requested the Secretariat to:
.1

create an online version of the questionnaire;

.2

issue a circular letter on the Countries Survey Questionnaire, addressed to
Member States and their web account administrators in order to:
.1

stress that the questionnaire will assist Member States in
identifying potential problem areas for carrying out and reporting
on investigations on very serious marine casualties.
The questionnaire is exploratory and not an audit activity.
Confidentiality of the information provided by Member States will
be maintained by making the questionnaire anonymous;
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.2

request confirmation of receipt;

.3

direct the addressees to the Countries Survey Questionnaire;

.4

allow Member States 60 days to reply by appropriate electronic
means; and

.5

highlight the importance of including supporting information, where
appropriate, in order to justify the answers.

4.24
In order to start making use of the information in the Countries Survey
Questionnaire, once completed by Member States, the Sub-Committee:
.1

requested the Secretariat to collate the information and forward it to the
correspondence group in an anonymous and usable format to enable
analysis of the data; and

.2

instructed the correspondence group to conduct a preliminary analysis of
the questionnaire results collated by the Secretariat, to draw initial
conclusions and to advise III 4 accordingly.

CORRESPONDENCE GROUP ON CASUALTY ANALYSIS
4.25
The Sub-Committee, taking into account the work completed at this session,
established the Correspondence Group on Casualty Analysis, under the coordination of the
United Kingdom1, to continue its work intersessionally with the following terms of reference:

1

.1

based on the information received from Administrations on investigations
into casualties, conduct a review of the marine safety investigation reports
referred by the Secretariat, prioritizing very serious marine casualties,
which have occurred since 1 January 2010 involving SOLAS ships, and
prepare draft Lessons Learned from Marine Casualties, whenever possible;

.2

identify safety issues and make recommendations that need further
consideration by the Sub-Committee, taking into account the decision that
recommendations for consideration by sub-committees should only be
developed in cases where corresponding outputs already exist in their
respective biennial agendas;

.3

amend the current process set out in annex 2 of document FSI 17/WP.1,
taking into consideration documents III 3/4, annex 2 and III 3/WP.3;

.4

conduct a preliminary analysis of the Countries Survey Questionnaire
results collated by the Secretariat, draw initial conclusions and advise the
Sub-Committee accordingly; and

.5

submit a report to III 4.

Coordinator:
Capt. David Wheal
Marine Accident Investigation Branch
First Floor, Spring Place
105 Commercial Road
Southampton SO15 1GH
United Kingdom
Email: david.wheal@dft.gsi.gov.uk
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WORKING GROUP ON CASUALTY ANALYSIS
4.26
The Sub-Committee agreed that the Working Group on Casualty Analysis should
start its work on the morning of the first day of III 4, in accordance with paragraph 5.19 of
MSC-MEPC.1/Circ.4/Rev.4 on Guidelines on the organization and method of work of the
Maritime Safety Committee and the Marine Environment Protection Committee and their
subsidiary bodies, under the following provisional terms of reference, subject to further
instructions to be received from plenary:
.1

confirm or otherwise the findings of the Correspondence Group on Casualty
Analysis based on the analysis of individual marine safety investigation
reports and GISIS, for the Sub-Committee's approval and authorization of
their release to the public on GISIS;

.2

confirm or otherwise the draft text of Lessons Learned from Marine
Casualties, for the Sub-Committee's approval and authorization of release
on the IMO website in accordance with the agreed procedure;

.3

consider, and advise whether those reports reviewed by the analysts and
considered by the group and which are of interest to them should be
referred to the relevant Committees and sub-committees. In doing so, the
group should submit supporting information derived from the casualty
analysis procedure used to develop recommendations for consideration by
the Committees and sub-committees and take into account the decision
that recommendations for consideration by sub-committees should only be
developed in cases where corresponding outputs already exist in their
respective biennial agendas; and

.4

advise on the correspondence group's amendment to the procedure on
casualty analysis.

REMINDER FOR SUBMISSION OF CASUALTY-RELATED DATA
4.27

The Sub-Committee reminded Member States to:
.1

submit reports of investigation, as required by the Casualty Investigation
Code (resolution MSC.255(84));

.2

provide and complete all necessary information on reports on marine
casualties and incidents when uploading marine safety investigation reports
into GISIS, in accordance with MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.4/Rev.1, bearing in mind
that
information
can
be
directly
reported
through
GISIS
(resolution A.1074(28) on Notification and circulation through the Global
Integrated Shipping Information System (GISIS), including the facilities to
attach the electronic version of full investigation reports and to make a
declaration of cooperation to concur with the findings, conclusions and
recommendations of the investigation and to be associated with other
reporting States' reports already uploaded into the MCI module;

.3

submit Countries Survey Questionnaire, using the guidelines, which will be
prepared by the Secretariat;

.4

encourage the reporting of near-miss occurrences and promote a safe
culture as recommended in MSC-MEPC.7/Circ.7;
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.5

ensure the accuracy of the country information in the GISIS Contact Points
module, in accordance with MSC-MEPC.6/Circ.14, as amended;

.6

invite flag and/or other reporting Administrations to validate the condition of
the ship at the time of the occurrence with regard to SOLAS (i.e. "SOLAS",
"Non-SOLAS" or "Unknown/Unspecified" in the MCI module), when
recording new occurrences and reviewing existing records; and

.7

review and assign the status of reports of investigation into casualties
already contained in the MCI module with regard to public accessibility prior
to their release during III 4.

EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION
4.28
The Sub-Committee expressed sincere thanks and appreciation to Mr. Paul van der
Berg (Canada), who was about to retire, for his excellent services to the Sub-Committee as a
casualty analyst during 10 years, as the coordinator of the Correspondence Group on
Casualty Analysis during one year and as the chairman of the Working Group on Casualty
Analysis during the last four years, and wished him a long and happy retirement.
5

MEASURES TO HARMONIZE PORT STATE CONTROL (PSC) ACTIVITIES AND
PROCEDURES WORLDWIDE

GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES FOR PORT STATE CONTROL
5.1
The Sub-Committee noted the list of relevant new requirements, which had been
adopted since FSI 21, as set out in the annexes to documents III 3/8/1 and III 3/INF.7.
Having considered the relevant part of document III 3/5 (Australia) containing information on
the report of the Correspondence Group on Measures to harmonize port State control (PSC),
which had identified activities and procedures worldwide that could be used in the context of
updating resolution A.1052(27) on Procedures for port State control, 2011, referred them to
the working group to be established under this agenda item for the review of the
above-mentioned procedures.
Early implementation of amendments to SOLAS
5.2
While the matter was also discussed in detail under item 8, the Sub-Committee,
having noted the views that the implications for flag States and port States might be different,
also taking into account the fact that early implementations might be perceived as introducing
more stringent requirements or relaxations, agreed that the working group to be established
under this agenda item should identify issues in relation to early implementation for reporting
to MSC 97 and propose a course of action for future consideration.
5.3
In this context, the Sub-Committee considered document III 3/8/2 (Bahamas)
introducing port State-related aspects of its paper and noting that a circular can only
encourage action by Member States and does not oblige any flag State or port State to take
action. Specific practical implementation issues were raised regarding PSC actions including
the expectations of on-board evidence attesting to flag State agreement to early
implementation and acceptance thereof.
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Promoting wider acceptance of electronic certificates
5.4
The Sub-Committee considered the relevant part of document III 3/2/2/Add.1
(Secretariat), referring to the draft amendments to resolution A.1052(27) on Procedures for
port State control, 2011 aimed at promoting wider acceptance of electronic certificates, as
approved by FAL 40 and set out in annex 2 of document FAL 40/19. MSC 96 instructed the
Sub-Committee to consider the draft amendments in the context of the ongoing
comprehensive review of resolution A.1052(27). The Sub-Committee referred the
above-mentioned draft amendments to the working group to be established under this
agenda item for detailed consideration.
5.5
The delegation of Denmark made a statement on the extended use of electronic
certificates on board ships flying the flag of Denmark, while hoping that these certificates will
be welcomed in foreign ports. The full text of his statement is set out in annex 10.
Amendments to the 1978 STCW Convention
5.6
The Sub-Committee considered the relevant part of document III 3/2/2/Add.1
(Secretariat) referring to the issue of whether information as to when masters and chief
mates may serve on board ships operating in polar waters, without being required to hold a
certificate in advanced training, be included in PSC guidance and agreed to refer the issue to
the working group to be established.
Verified gross mass
5.7
The observer delegation of ICS made a statement regarding the effective global
implementation of verified gross mass (VGM) for containers. The full text of the statement is
set out in annex 10. In the same context, the Sub-Committee noted the invitation made to
Administrations to call the attention of PSC officers (PSCOs) to MSC.1/Circ.1548 and Corr.1
on Advice to Administrations, port State control authorities, companies, port terminals and
masters regarding the SOLAS requirements for verified gross mass of packed containers.
2009 GUIDELINES FOR PORT STATE CONTROL UNDER THE REVISED MARPOL ANNEX VI
5.8
The Sub-Committee considered document III 3/5/3 (China, Republic of Korea and
Tokyo MoU) proposing amendments to the 2009 Guidelines for port State control under the
revised MARPOL Annex VI (resolution MEPC.181(59)) regarding regulations on energy
efficiency for ships. Document III 3/5/3 referred to the regulations on energy efficiency for
ships, which were adopted by resolution MEPC.203(62),as amendments to Annex VI of the
MARPOL Convention, and entered into force on 1 January 2013
5.9
Having noted that the amendments regarding regulations on energy efficiency for
ships were proposed to be added to the 2009 Guidelines as "Chapter 4 – Inspection on
Energy Efficiency for Ships", the Sub-Committee referred them to the working group to be
established under this agenda item for detailed consideration of the above-mentioned
proposal.
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GUIDELINES FOR PORT STATE CONTROL OFFICERS ON THE ISM CODE
5.10
The Sub-Committee recalled the sequence of decisions on the draft Guidelines for
port State control officers on the ISM Code, as reflected in the relevant parts of documents
III 3/2/Add.1 (MSC 96/25) and III 3/2/1 (MEPC 69/21), as follows:
.1

MEPC 67 and MSC 94 had agreed that the draft Guidelines for port State
control officers on the ISM Code, as prepared by III 1 (III 1/18, annex 4),
should be referred to the Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and
Watchkeeping (HTW) for consideration, prior to approval by the
Committees;

.2

HTW 2 had endorsed the draft MSC-MEPC.4 Circular on Guidelines for
port State control officers on the ISM Code (HTW 2/WP.5, annex 1) and
had invited MSC 95 to forward the draft guidelines to the Sub-Committee
for review and finalization, with a view to approval by the Committees;

.3

MEPC 68 and MSC 95 had forwarded the draft guidelines to the
Sub-Committee for finalization, prior to approval by the Committees;

.4

III 2 had finalized the draft guidelines using the original of the draft
guidelines, as set out as a draft MSC-MEPC.4 circular in annex 4 of
document III 1/18, taking into account the outcome of HTW 2 and had
referred the draft guidelines to MSC and MEPC for approval, while urging
PSC experts to follow the development at the next sessions of the
Committees in order to provide any relevant input to considerations leading
up to the Committees' decision; and

.5

MEPC 69 and MSC 96 had considered the draft MSC-MEPC.4 circular on
Guidelines for port State control officers on the ISM Code and, having
noted that the input of the HTW Sub-Committee, in particular, on the issue
of serious failures of the SMS, had not been fully included in the draft
guidelines, had requested the Secretariat to provide the relevant outcome
of HTW 2 to MEPC 70 and MSC 97, so that an informed decision can be
taken at those sessions.

GUIDELINES FOR PORT STATE CONTROL OFFICERS ON CERTIFICATION OF SEAFARERS, HOURS OF
REST AND MANNING

5.11
The Sub-Committee was informed that HTW 3 agreed to revise the title of the draft
guidelines as contained in document HTW 3/18/1, which now reads "Guidelines for port State
control officers on certification of seafarers, hours of rest and manning". HTW 3 also
endorsed amendments to the main body of the draft guidelines, as set out in annex 3 of
document HTW 3/WP.3, and invited the Sub-Committee to consider those provisions left in
square brackets.
5.12
In this context, the Sub-Committee noted that MSC 96 had endorsed the
recommendation of HTW 3 to forward the amendments to the main body of the draft
guidelines to III 3 to consider those provisions left in square brackets, taking into account that
the annexes to the draft guidelines are expected to be finalized at HTW 4.
The Sub-Committee referred the amendments to the working group to be established under
this agenda item to review the above-mentioned guidelines, in particular, those provisions left
in square brackets.
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5.13
The Sub-Committee agreed to recommend to MSC that the Guidelines should be
included in the Procedures for PSC, to replace the current appendix 11 on Minimum manning
standards and certification. The delegation of the United States confirmed that the issues
covered in appendix 11 had already been considered in document HTW 3/WP.3.
5.14
While considering issues related to the PSC guidelines, the Sub-Committee recalled
that MSC 95 had agreed that the Sub-Committee, for future revisions/development of port
State control guidelines, should invite early inputs from relevant technical sub-committees
during the development of related guidelines.
5.15
The Sub-Committee reaffirmed the importance of its coordinating role in the
development of PSC guidelines and further addressed the methodology for developing
guidelines on PSC, to be endorsed by the Committees. In this context, the Sub-Committee
agreed that the development of new guidelines and amendments thereto, falling within the
scope of the consolidated set of Guidelines on PSC, which the Sub-Committee keeps
updated on a continuous basis, should be addressed within the context of existing outputs.
The Sub-Committee also agreed that, in the context of the Procedures for PSC, the
Organization should avoid issuing individual guidelines as stand-alone instruments and
should develop them as appendices of the Procedures.
PERFORMANCE OF FLAG ADMINISTRATIONS AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS
5.16
In considering document III 3/5/4 (Paris and Tokyo MoUs) on performance of flag
Administrations and recognized organizations (ROs), the Sub-Committee, as requested,
invited other PSC regimes to provide similar information in order to assist flag
Administrations in selecting high performing ROs and advised flag Administrations to use the
information provided when considering authorizing ROs to act on their behalf.
5.17
With regard to document III 3/INF.10 (United States and Paris and Tokyo MoUs) on
flag Administrations targeted by the United States Coast Guard (USCG) and the Paris and
Tokyo MoUs, the Sub-Committee noted that one flag Administration had been targeted for
inspection in all three regions over a three-year period from 2012 to 2014, while five flag
Administrations had been targeted in two regions over the same period.
5.18
The Sub-Committee considered document III 3/5/6 (India) proposing to adopt a
harmonized approach among PSC regimes in collating and presenting data on RO-related
deficiencies, in a format to make it easier for comparison and assessment of the
performance of ROs and to call upon PSC regimes to develop uniform criteria for RO related
deficiencies.
5.19
Following the detailed consideration of the proposals contained in document
III 3/5/6, the Sub-Committee, noted the following views:
.1

the two proposals for criteria and standard format should be considered as
being linked; the development of standards should benefit Member States
and PSC regimes should be encouraged to develop criteria; the
assessment of the performances of ROs has the significant value so that
both proposals should be supported, including the development of dispute
settlement mechanisms; and the Sub-Committee or the IMO Workshop for
PSC MoU/Agreement Secretaries and Database Managers could provide a
forum for such a work; and

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Page 17
.2

the assessment of ROs is the responsibility of flag Administrations; the
Sub-Committee should not give legitimacy to RO-related schemes largely
used for risk targeting; and the development of assessment of ROs through
PSC is a complex matter, which should be left to PSC regimes.

5.20
The Sub-Committee invited PSC regimes to decide whether they want to give
further consideration to the proposals contained in document III 3/5/6, for them to come up
with harmonized criteria, as appropriate, and encouraged the harmonization of reporting PSC
data to IMO.
TRANSPARENCY AND HARMONIZATION OF PSC INFORMATION
Equasis information system
5.21
In the context of its consideration of document III 3/5/2 (Secretariat) on the Equasis
information system, the Sub-Committee noted that the Caribbean MoU became the seventh
PSC regime to provide PSC inspection data to Equasis, after the Indian Ocean,
Mediterranean Paris and Tokyo MoUs, the USCG and the Viña del Mar Agreement.
The Sub-Committee was informed that the Black Sea MoU had signed a data exchange
agreement with Equasis in the margins of III 3. The expert of the Equasis Management Unit
provided an update on the member access profile.
5.22
Furthermore, the Sub-Committee noted that the Secretariat had been contacted in
relation to preliminary discussions on the display of RO-related data in Equasis, similar to the
one contained in the GISIS module on ROs, but with a request from Equasis to IACS to get a
possible direct and more updated feed. The parties involved had stressed the importance of
IMO's involvement, which can be an opportunity for the Organization to review the data
collection process regarding authorizations granted by Administrations to ROs in order to
carry out surveys and issue certificates on their behalf.
5.23
In this context, the Sub-Committee requested the Secretariat to review the matter of
the data collected through the GISIS module on ROs for increased accuracy and
dissemination, in cooperation with IACS, Equasis and other data sources and to report to a
future session.
Process for advancing recommendations to the relevant IMO bodies resulting from the
reports of Concentrated Inspection Campaigns (CICs)
5.24
The Sub-Committee noted that MEPC 69, having considered that the proposed
process for putting forward recommendations resulting from the reports of CICs to relevant
IMO bodies should not prejudice the Committees' Guidelines, in particular concerning the
submission of proposals for new outputs, did not endorse the issuance of the III.2/Circ.1 on
Revised process for putting forward recommendations to the relevant IMO bodies resulting
from the reports of Concentrated Inspection Campaigns (CICs). MSC 96 instructed the
Sub-Committee to review the text of the circular, with a view to addressing the concerns
raised by MEPC 69 and to report to MSC 97.
5.25
Following discussion, the Sub-Committee agreed that the collection and
consideration of CIC-related information from PSC regimes do not require guidance such as
the one contained in III.2/Circ.1 and invited MSC to concur with this decision and to inform
MEPC accordingly.
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Outcome of CICs submitted for information
5.26
The Sub-Committee noted the information contained in documents III 3/INF.3
(Indian Ocean MoU), III 3/INF.9 (Paris and Tokyo MoUs), III 3/INF.14 (Riyadh MoU),
III 3/INF.16 (Caribbean MoU), III 3/INF.19 (Black Sea MoU) and III 3/INF.27 (Mediterranean
MoU) on the results of CICs, and thanked the PSC regimes for the valuable information
provided.
5.27
The Sub-Committee invited the PSC regimes to conduct CIC in cooperation with
other PSC regimes and to continue providing it with information on the outcome of CICs in
the agreed reporting format, as set out in annex 4 of document FSI 20/WP.5, together with
recommendations and supporting material for consideration.
ANALYSIS OF PSC ACTIVITIES, PRACTICES AND STATISTICS
5.28
The Sub-Committee considered document III 3/5/1 (Secretariat) containing a
progress report on PSC regimes. The Sub-Committee was informed that, in 2014, without
considering that several member Authorities have dual or triple membership,
around 89,000 inspections were carried out and about 2,900 vessels were detained, which
indicated that the overall detention rate decreased from 4.0% in 2013 to 3.3% in 2014.
5.29
In the same context, the Sub-Committee noted the information contained in the
following documents:
.1

III 3/INF.3 (Indian Ocean MoU) on Indian Ocean MoU PSC Activities
for 2015;

.2

III 3/INF.4 (Tokyo MoU) on Summary of Tokyo MoU Activities in 2015;

.3

III 3/INF.5 (Tokyo MoU) on Tokyo MoU PSC Data for 2015;

.4

III 3/INF.6 (Tokyo MoU) on Tokyo MoU Annual Report 2014;

.5

III 3/INF.11 (Paris MoU) on Paris MoU Annual Report 2014;

.6

III 3/INF.12 (Abuja MoU) on Abuja MoU Annual Report 2015;

.7

III 3/INF.13 (Riyadh MoU) on Riyadh MoU Annual Report 2015;

.8

III 3/INF.15 (Caribbean MoU) on Caribbean MoU on port State Control
Status of activities and inspections for 2015;

.9

III 3/INF.17 (Black Sea MoU) on Recent development and PSC activities in
the Black Sea MoU Region for 2014 and 2015;

.10

III 3/INF.18 (Black Sea MoU) on Black Sea MoU Annual Report 2015;

.11

III 3/INF.20 (United States) on United States Coast Guard 2015 port State
control report;

.12

III 3/INF.21 (Viña del Mar Agreement) on Annual Statistical Report 2014;

.13

III 3/INF.22 (Viña del Mar Agreement) on Viña del Mar Agreement Annual
Reports 2014 and 2015; and

.14

III 3/INF.28 (Mediterranean MoU) Med MoU Annual Report 2014.
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5.30
The Sub-Committee invited the United States and the regional PSC regimes to
continue submitting their annual reports to the Sub-Committee, in the agreed format, as set
out in annex 3 of document FSI 20/WP.5, and requested the Secretariat to continue
providing the Sub-Committee with a progress report on PSC regimes.
IMO WORKSHOP FOR PSC MOU/AGREEMENT SECRETARIES AND DATABASE MANAGERS
5.31
The Sub-Committee recalled that the Technical Cooperation Committee (TC), at its
sixty-third session, while considering the funding of the IMO Workshop
for PSC MoU/Agreement Secretaries and Database Managers under the Integrated
Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP), had agreed that there would be no allocation in
the ITCP for the workshop during the 2014-2015 biennium.
5.32
The Sub-Committee also recalled that III 1, while considering document III 1/6/2
(Secretariat) containing information on the holding of the IMO Workshop, had noted
the support to the option that the IMO workshop could be held every two or three years at the
IMO Headquarters. The IMO workshop could be held for one day in the margins of a meeting
of the Sub-Committee, possibly on the day when the plenary was adjourned and III 1 had
invited Member States and observers to consider how best to support future workshops for
PSC regimes.
5.33
In the absence of any submission received on future workshops for PSC regimes
and having reached the time when a workshop might have been convened on the basis of its
established frequency, the Sub-Committee, while noting the views expressed by Member
States, IGOs and NGOs supporting the positive outcome of the workshop and the need to
have such a workshop, had a full debate on the matter in order to assess the feasibility and
the process for reconvening the workshop in the future.
5.34
In this context, the Sub-Committee identified a series of issues which would need to
be addressed within any proposal for a future session of the workshop:
.1

with regard to the funding of participants, potential sources need to be
identified and article 53 of the IMO Convention should be borne in mind in
terms of attendance at IMO meetings, if it were to remain an IMO
workshop;

.2

the usual two-day duration should be reviewed against the expected
objectives of the workshop;

.3

the previous outcome of the workshop, as a resource body of the
Sub-Committee with regard to the harmonization of PSC activities, should
be evaluated in the context of the potential terms of reference and agenda
of future workshops; and

.4

the workshop, especially if it were to be hosted at the IMO Headquarters,
should remain as an open meeting.

5.35
Following the discussion, the Sub-Committee invited interested delegations,
including PSC regimes, and requested the Secretariat, to prepare submissions, outlining the
issues raised and developing appropriate recommendations on possible ways forward for
consideration at III 4.
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REMAINING ISSUES STEMMING FROM DECISIONS OF OTHER IMO BODIES
5.36
Further to their introduction under agenda item 2 (see paragraph 2.2), issues
stemming from decisions of other IMO bodies, such as the ones related to the fire integrity
of the bulkheads between the wheelhouse and a toilet inside the wheelhouse and clarification
of the minimum width of external escape routes, which had been considered by SSE 3, with a
specific invitation addressed to the Sub-Committee, could not be considered at this session but
would be expected to be given detailed consideration at the next session, taking into account the
approval of the draft MSC circular on Unified interpretations of SOLAS chapter II-2 and the
endorsement of the above-mentioned invitation by MSC 97.
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON MEASURES TO HARMONIZE PORT STATE CONTROL
ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES WORLDWIDE

5.37
The Sub-Committee established the Working Group on Measures to harmonize port
State control activities and procedures worldwide, taking into account comments and
decisions made in plenary, under the following terms of reference:
.1

develop the draft revision of the Procedures for port State control, 2011,
taking into account documents III 3/2/2/Add.1 (FAL 40/19) and III 3/2/Add.1
(MSC 96/25) on the acceptance of electronic certificates, III 3/8/1,
III 3/INF.7 and Add.1 on List of new relevant requirements, III 3/5, as well
as those referred to the correspondence group, i.e. the relevant parts of
documents FSI 20/10/1, FSI 20/INF.6, FSI 21/10/1, FSI 21/INF.13,
III 1/10/1, III 1/INF.4, III 2/7/2 and III 2/INF.3 and resolution MSC 370(93),
as appropriate;

.2

identify issues in relation to early implementation during port State control
for reporting to MSC 97 and propose a course of action for future
consideration;

.3

review document III 3/5/3 and consider how and where it fits in the
Procedures for PSC and to identify issues to be addressed in a road map;

.4

review those provisions that are in square brackets of the draft Guidelines
for port State control officers on certification of seafarers, hours of rest and
manning contained in annex 3 of document HTW 3/WP.3;

.5

consider whether there is a need to establish a correspondence group to
progress work intersessionally and to develop draft terms of reference
accordingly; and

.6

consider potential mechanisms for future PSC working group to be
released from Plenary as early as possible for future III meetings.

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP
5.38
Having approved the report of the Working Group on Measures to harmonize port
State control activities and procedures worldwide (III 3/WP.6), in general, the Sub-Committee
took decisions as reflected in the following paragraphs.
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Guidelines and Procedures for port State control
5.39
Due to time constraints, the Sub-Committee noted that the group was not able to
proceed with this term of reference, including the issue related to masters and chief mates
serving on board ships operated in polar waters. As requested by the group, the
Sub-Committee agreed to seek authorization from MEPC and MSC, in the absence of
session of the Committees between III 4 and A 30, that the outcome of the work of III 4 on
Procedures for PSC be referred directly to the Assembly for consideration with a view to
adoption.
Early implementation of amendments to SOLAS 1974
5.40
The Sub-Committee, having recalled that the matter had also been addressed under
item 8, noted that the group, in the context of its consideration, based on document III 3/8/2
(Bahamas), of whether, once provisions on early implementation of amendments to SOLAS
have been developed by the Organization, the establishment of a mechanism was required
in order to ensure the efficient promulgation and exchange of information between States
and between ships and port State control officers (PSCOs), recommended:
.1

identifying particular cases and bringing them to the attention of the
Sub-Committee;

.2

using MSC circulars on early implementation to advise port States that
these changes should be treated in a practical and pragmatic manner;

.3

inserting a standard paragraph in each early implementation circular as
follows:
"The
Secretary-General
encourages
all
IMO
Member
Governments and international organizations to ensure that
awareness of the acceptance of early implementation of
amendments pertaining to [XXXX] is as widespread as possible.
Furthermore, the Secretary-General urges SOLAS Contracting
Governments to ensure that the necessary information and
processes for early implementation of amended [SOLAS regulation
xxx] are brought to the attention of their port State control officers";
and

.4

Member States to refer the circulars to their PSCOs.

5.41
The Sub-Committee agreed to convey the above-mentioned group's
recommendations on early implementation of amendments to SOLAS to MSC 97 for
consideration, together with any other relevant outcome of this session on this matter
(see paragraphs 8.33 and 8.34)
2009 Guidelines for port State control under the revised MARPOL Annex VI
5.42 The Sub-Committee concurred with the group's recommendations when considering
draft amendments to the 2009 Guidelines for port State control under the revised MARPOL
Annex VI (MEPC.181(59)) regarding regulations on energy efficiency for ships on the basis
the proposal in the annex to document III 3/5/3 (China, Republic of Korea and Tokyo MoU).
5.43
In this context, the group had noted that the draft amendments did not cover the full
revision of MARPOL Annex VI and had considered that the proposal went over and above
the limited scope of control contained in the MARPOL Annex VI provisions.
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5.44
Taking into account the technical background of the development of the 2009
Guidelines for port State control under the revised MARPOL Annex VI, which had involved
the Bulk Liquids and Gases (BLG) Sub-Committee, the Sub-Committee agreed to refer the
above-mentioned draft amendments, as contained in document III 3/5/3, to MEPC 70 for
further instruction on the coordinating role of the Sub-Committee for the preparation of the
Procedures for PSC and associated technical review by the Sub-Committee on Pollution
Prevention and Response (PPR).
Guidelines for port State control officers on certification of seafarers, hours of rest
and manning
5.45
The Sub-Committee agreed with the text of the draft Guidelines for port State control
officers on certification of seafarers, hours of rest and manning, as amended by the group on
the basis of annex 3 of document HTW 3/WP.3 for the review of provisions within square
brackets, and as set out in annex 1 of document III 3/WP.6.
5.46
In this context, the Sub-Committee recommended to MSC 97 to refer the current
outcome of the consideration of the draft Guidelines for port State control officers on
certification of seafarers, hours of rest and manning (III 3/WP.6, annex 1) to HTW 4, and the
final outcome of the work of HTW 4 to III 4, in order to finalize the draft Assembly resolution
on Procedures for port State control to be considered by A 30 for consideration with a view to
adoption.
CORRESPONDENCE GROUP ON MEASURES TO HARMONIZE PORT STATE CONTROL (PSC)
ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES WORLDWIDE

5.47
The Sub-Committee, taking into account the work completed or progressed at this
session, as well as the potential need to further consider issues relevant to the review of the
Procedures for PSC, e.g. the outcome of SSE 3 (see paragraph 2.3) and the examination of
the method of structural protection on board passengers ships (paragraph 6.2 of appendix 6
of the Procedures for PSC), established the Correspondence Group on Measures to
harmonize port State control (PSC) activities and procedures worldwide, under the
coordination of the European Commission* to continue its work intersessionally with the
following terms of reference:

*

.1

develop, for finalization at III 4, the draft revision of the Procedures for port
State control, 2011, taking into account, in particular, documents
III 3/2/2/Add.1 (FAL 40/19) and III 3/2/Add.1 (MSC 96/25) on the acceptance
of electronic certificate and the issue related to masters and chief mates
serving on board ships operating in Polar waters, III 3/8/1, III 3/INF.7 and
Add.1 on List of new relevant requirements, III 3/5 and the outcome of the
work on the Guidelines for port State control officers on certification of
seafarers, hours of rest and manning, as well as those referred to the
correspondence group, i.e. the relevant parts of documents FSI 20/10/1,
FSI 20/INF.6, FSI 21/10/1, FSI 21/INF.13, III 1/10/1, III 1/INF.4, III 2/7/2 and
III 2/INF.3 and resolution MSC 370(93), as appropriate; and

.2

report to III 4.

Coordinator:
Mr. Holger Meyer
Senior Project Officer
Marine Environment & PSC
Environment and Capacity Building
EMSA / Praça Europa 4 / 1249-206 Lisbon / Portugal
Tel +351 21 1209 377 / Fax +351 21 1209 261
holger.meyer@emsa.europa.eu
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FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE PSC WORKING GROUP
5.48
Given the amount of work required to be completed by the Working Group on
Measures to harmonize port State control activities and procedures worldwide, the
Sub-Committee agreed that, in general and at III 4, in particular, the group should be
released on the first day of plenary. Should the working group be established to start its work
on the morning of the first day, in accordance with paragraph 5.19
of MSC-MEPC.1/Circ.4/Rev.4, the review of the report of a correspondence group should be
considered as a priority and the approval of further terms of reference one year in advance
would not be considered as a solution given the complexity and variety of PSC-related work.
6

IDENTIFIED ISSUES RELATING TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
INSTRUMENTS FROM THE ANALYSIS OF PSC DATA

OF

IMO

In-depth analysis of annual PSC reports
6.1
The Sub-Committee recalled that, during III 2, the Working Group on Measures to
harmonize port State control activities and procedures worldwide had agreed on the following
general principles to further this work item on the in-depth analysis of annual PSC reports:
.1

current data sets already available should be used;

.2

requesting new data should be avoided where possible;

.3

current information supplied by the PSC regimes should be in compliance
with the agreed format, as set out in the annex to document FSI 20/WP.5,
noting that the data for the region, as opposed to individual members, is
more beneficial;

.4

overall PSC regime data such as the total number of inspections, total
inspections by ship type, total deficiencies by deficiency group, total
detentions by ship and total inspections by flag Administration would be
appropriate initial data sets to use; and

.5

when the appropriate data sets are identified, the Secretariat could be
asked to produce the data for consideration by the Sub-Committee, as
appropriate.

6.2
In considering the issue of how to identify trends, the Sub-Committee instructed the
Working Group on Measures to harmonize port State control activities and procedures
worldwide established under item 5 to take into account document III 2/WP.5, to review and
to update the terms of reference for the Correspondence Group regarding the analysis of
PSC data, including the in-depth analysis of annual PSC reports, to identify trends and to
develop knowledge and risk-based recommendations.
6.3
Having considering the report of the above-mentioned working group (III 3/WP.6),
the Sub-Committee instructed the Correspondence Group on Measures to harmonize port
State control (PSC) activities and procedures worldwide, established under item 5, to take
into account document III 2/WP.5 and to prepare a methodology in order to carry out the
analysis of PSC reports and to make relevant recommendations.
6.4
Furthermore, the Sub-Committee requested the Secretariat, in parallel with the
above-mentioned work to be carried out intersessionally, to analyse overall PSC regimes
data, as agreed by the working group established at III 2, such as the total number of
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inspections, total inspections by ship type and total deficiencies by deficiency group, using all
data available. The Secretariat should put forward relevant proposals for the identification of
issues relating to the implementation of IMO instruments from the analysis of PSC data, in
consultation with PSC regimes and other data providers, as appropriate, for consideration at
a future session of the Sub-Committee.
Poor navigational practices and difficulties in operating electronic navigation equipment
6.5
With respect to document III 3/5/5 (Australia), the Sub-Committee noted that
Australia expressed concerns regarding observed poor navigational practices and difficulties
in operating electronic navigation equipment on some ships visiting Australian ports.
Many delegations reported similar concerns noting that this issue was not restricted to poorly
performing ships. Australia proposed that additional guidance be developed for PSCOs on
the topic of electronic navigation systems.
6.6
The Sub-Committee noted the views expressed of the over-reliance on Electronic
Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS), which echoes a potential similar situation
identified in the aviation sector. In this context, the Sub-Committee also noted the intended
future conduct of a CIC by the Paris and Tokyo MoUs on SOLAS chapter V, including the
ECDIS-related requirements and the recent development of PSC Guidelines on ECDIS; the
lack of requirement for a certificate attesting completion of the familiarization training on
ECDIS, although some PSCOs would require such supporting documentation; and, should
PSC Guidelines on ECDIS be developed by the Sub-Committee, there is the need to seek
concurrence of MSC and the associated technical support by the Sub-Committee on
Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue (NCSR) and the HTW Sub-Committee
for early input.
6.7
Having recognized the importance of the issues raised in document III 3/5/5
(Australia), the Sub-Committee invited the Paris MoU to consider submitting the guidelines,
which were reported to have been recently developed on this matter, to III 4 and other
relevant IMO bodies and noted, in the same vein, that the delegation of the United States,
while supporting the proposal to develop PSC guidelines on ECDIS, was intending to make a
relevant submission on this matter.
6.8
The Sub-Committee also invited Australia and other interested delegations to make
relevant submissions to the next session of the Sub-Committee and to request MSC to
instruct the NCSR and HTW Sub-Committees to provide technical input to the
Sub-Committee, based on the submission of any relevant material, as appropriate.
6.9
The delegation of Japan made a statement expressing concern regarding PSC
inspection of ECDIS. The delegation pointed out that some port States require the
familiarization Training Certificate of ECDIS during the PSC inspection, even though no
convention requires to hold such a certificate on board, and requested all Member States to
note this matter. The full text of the statement is set out in annex 10.
7

ANALYSIS OF CONSOLIDATED AUDIT SUMMARY REPORTS

ANALYSIS OF CONSOLIDATED AUDIT SUMMARY REPORTS
7.1
The Sub-Committee recalled that MEPC 61 and MSC 88, having noted the views of
the Sub-Committee on Flag State Implementation (FSI) on how it should carry out the
analysis of consolidated audit summary reports (CASRs) to respond to the requests of the
Assembly and Council, had endorsed the decisions of FSI 18, proposing the pursuance of
the current analysis for future CASRs, including the root causes of the findings, after a more
substantial number of audits had been carried out, in order to make recommendations on all
relevant matters.
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7.2
The Sub-Committee also recalled that III 1 had considered the report of the working
group established during that session and had agreed that the presentation and the analysis
of findings should contain more detailed information for future reviews, elaborating on any
subgroups of certain findings, including references to mandatory instruments and with related
underlying causes, as well as the request to the Secretariat to continue the analysis of future
CASRs using the new elements of the methodology.
7.3
The Sub-Committee further recalled that MSC 94 had noted the underlying causes,
as identified by audited Member States, that are indicative of the reasons for a shortfall in the
effective implementation and enforcement of mandatory IMO instruments and the audit
standard for action, and had invited Member States to pay more attention when identifying
and reviewing root causes, as they constitute key information for the analysis of audit results.
7.4
The Sub-Committee noted that III 2 had been informed that the complete
information on lessons learned from the voluntary and transitional stages of the Audit
Scheme, which could facilitate the development of further recommendations for
consideration by the Committees, in particular, on the recurrent areas of findings and
underlying causes and on capacity-building or technical assistance would be provided at a
future session.
7.5
The Sub-Committee considered documents III 3/7 and III 3/INF.29 (Secretariat),
containing the analysis of all ten consolidated audit summary reports (CASRs) from audits
conducted under the Voluntary IMO Member State Audit Scheme (VIMSAS), as well as
those conducted under transitional arrangements, focusing on the major areas of findings
and difficulties encountered in the implementation of IMO instruments. The analysis
presented the outcome of 75 audits containing 762 findings (301 non-conformities
and 461 observations) with references to conventions' requirements, where applicable,
and 563 root causes as reported by the audited Member States. The information presented
covered audits of 67 Member States, equating to about 40% of the Membership of the
Organization, two Associate Members and five dependant territories.
7.6
The Sub-Committee noted that voluntary audits undertaken before the twenty-eighth
session of the Assembly were carried out using the Code for the Implementation of
Mandatory IMO Instruments (the Code) since these audits took place prior to the adoption of
the IMO Instruments Implementation Code (the III Code) by resolution A.1070(28), whilst
audits under the transitional arrangements were carried out using the III Code as the audit
standard. In order to present the overall analysis in a common way, and taking into account
that in most cases paragraph numbers have been changed in the III Code without changing
the substance of the requirements compared to the Code, the references to the III Code in
transitional audits have been transposed into references to the Code and, therefore, only the
term "the Code" has been used.
7.7
The analysis of the number of findings (non-conformities and observations) amongst
the four parts of the Code showed an uneven distribution and audit findings were
predominantly related to flag State and common areas issues. Most of the findings were
found in areas of implementation, delegation of authority, flag State surveyors and initial
actions (legislation).
7.8
The analysis of the distribution of non-conformities by mandatory IMO instruments
and the breakdown per instrument indicate that the most commonly used references are
related to SOLAS 1974, MARPOL and STCW 1978. More detailed analysis of references to
articles and regulations of each convention has been further elaborated in the analysis.
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7.9
The analysis further identified five specific areas in relation to which the highest
number of findings were recorded in 75 audits as being: implementation, initial
actions/legislation, delegation of authority, flag State surveyors and enforcement. Further
analysis of these major areas of findings had been carried out and the most common
shortcomings related to those areas have been identified.
7.10
From the analysis of 58 audits, legislation, policy and procedures, management and
implementation were identified as four broad areas of root causes. The most frequent root
causes contributing to the lack of effective implementation in the major areas identified in
audits were lack of management system; lack of policies; lack of technical instruction and
guidelines; lack of national provisions and insufficient capacity to promulgate national
legislation and to keep it updated; lack of established processes; insufficient resources (both
human and financial); lack of training programmes, lack of awareness, understanding or
interpretation of the requirements; and lack of coordination among various entities. The root
causes in relation to major recurrent areas of findings and the distribution of root causes with
regard to the most recurrent references to the mandatory IMO instruments have been
identified.
7.11
During the discussion, the Sub-Committee considered a proposal put forward by the
delegation of the Bahamas on the need to act upon the request of C 116 to MSC and MEPC
that the consideration of the analysis of CASRs should focus on the assessment of the
appropriateness and effectiveness of those provisions of IMO instruments cited in audit
findings. The Sub-Committee noted that the current review process of the analysis of CASRs
had been endorsed by the Committees and agreed that, since the Sub-Committee should
await instruction from the Committees regarding matters referred by the Council, it was
inappropriate to carry out its current work on the analysis of CASRs as proposed by the
Bahamas. Consequently, the Sub-Committee decided not to include any additional
instruction in the proposed terms of reference of the Working Group on Analysis of CASRs,
which already contained the identification of any specific requirements of the relevant IMO
instruments for their assessment with regard to implementation.
ISSUES ENCOUNTERED BY MEMBER STATES IN IMPLEMENTING MANDATORY IMO INSTRUMENTS

7.12
The Sub-Committee noted the information contained in document III 3/7/1 (China),
providing some issues that Member States may encounter in complying with the provisions
of various mandatory IMO instruments related to the IMO Member State Audit Scheme
(IMSAS), and recommending that the Sub-Committee should provide clarification on the
issues reported in the document, as well as to encourage Member States to review the
mandatory IMO instruments, to identify any issues and to submit them to the Sub-Committee
for consideration.
7.13
With respect to the two issues related to communication of "Minor" violation under
the MARPOL Convention and the "low probability" of discharging into the sea of noxious
liquid substances (NLS), including the need for guidance for implementation as required by
the III Code, the Sub-Committee agreed that provision of any interpretation of the
requirements of MARPOL fall under the purview of MEPC and decided to refer the issues put
forward by China in document III 3/7/1 for consideration by MEPC. Taking into account the
views expressed by several delegations that the role of the Sub-Committee in addressing
any similar future request by Member States should be defined by the parent bodies, decided
to seek additional guidance from the Committees in that regard. The Sub-Committee also
encouraged Member States to review the mandatory IMO instruments, identify any issues
and submit them to the Sub-Committee for consideration.
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7.14
The Sub-Committee noted the information contained in document III 3/INF.24
(China, Philippines and Viet Nam), informing the Sub-Committee on the implementation of
mandatory IMO instruments and IMSAS by the members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)-China Maritime Consultation Mechanism (ACMCM) and the
Asia-Pacific Heads of Maritime Safety Agencies Forum (APHoMSA) and expressed
appreciation for the efforts made at regional level for the promotion of regional cooperation in
maritime safety and marine pollution prevention, including the recent development by
establishing a regional cooperation mechanism on Implementation of IMO conventions
and IMSAS.
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WORKING GROUP
7.15
The Sub-Committee established the Working Group on the Analysis of consolidated
audit summary reports, and instructed the group, taking into account the decisions and
proposals made in plenary, to:
.1

review the analysis of recurrent areas of findings presented in documents
III 3/7 and III 3/INF.29, which are indicative of common difficulties that
Member States have in implementing the mandatory IMO instruments and
the audit standard, with the associated references to the requirements of
the mandatory IMO instruments and the audit standard, in order to
establish the main areas which lack effectiveness in implementation and
enforcement of mandatory IMO instruments and the Code;

.2

review the analysis of underlying causes, as identified by audited Member
States, in order to establish reasons for the shortfall in the effective
implementation and enforcement of mandatory IMO instruments and the
Code;

.3

based on the outcome of consideration under .1 and .2 above, determine
areas where assistance could be provided to Member States in the
execution of their obligations and responsibilities under the mandatory
instruments for consideration within the scope of the Organization's
Technical Cooperation Programme;

.4

based on recurrent findings from audits, determine if any specific
requirements of the relevant IMO instruments can be identified, which might
need to be assessed with regard to their implementation; and

.5

evaluate the methodology used for analysing audit results as presented in
the two above-mentioned documents.

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP
7.16
Having approved the report of the Working Group on the Analysis of consolidated
audit summary reports (III 3/WP.5), in general, the Sub-Committee took decisions as
reflected in the following paragraphs.
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Main areas which lack effectiveness in implementation and enforcement of relevant
IMO instruments and the Code for the Implementation of Mandatory IMO Instruments
7.17
The Sub-Committee noted that the group had agreed with the methodology followed
by the Secretariat (III 3/7 and III 3/INF.29) for the detailed analysis of the shortcomings
associated with each of the major areas of findings (see paragraph 7.9), as these are
indicators of the issues involved in implementation and enforcement.
7.18
For the identification of the main areas which lack effectiveness in implementation
and enforcement of the relevant IMO instruments and the audit standard, the Sub-Committee
also noted that the group had:
.1

used the major areas of recurrent findings, as identified in document
III 3/INF.29 (table 1 and figure 23 of III 3/INF.29) and considered the most
frequent references under specific conventions (figures 14 to 22 of
III 3/INF.29), which are indicative of non-effective implementation of related
requirements; and

.2

confirmed that the five major areas of recurrent findings, identified by the
sections of the Code for implementation (the Code) are flag State
surveyors; delegation of authority; initial actions/legislation; implementation
and enforcement.

7.19
Having agreed that all the major areas of recurrent findings emerging out of the
analysis, with associated shortcomings (sub-categories of findings), as well as recurrent
references to the requirements of the mandatory IMO instruments, should be reported to the
Committees, the Sub-Committee recommended that MEPC and MSC endorse that:
.1

the following five main areas of recurrent findings, which lack effectiveness
in implementation and enforcement of mandatory IMO instruments and the
Code for implementation, and their detailed specific related issues:
.1

in the area of flag State surveyors, the majority of the
shortcomings are related to the lack of a documented system for
qualification of flag State surveyors and continuous updating of
their knowledge, followed by lack of appropriate qualification, lack
of training programmes and actual training of flag State surveyors;
as well as responsibilities, authority and interrelation;

.2

in the area of delegation of authority, the analysis reveals that the
most common issue faced by Member States is the lack of an
oversight programme for ROs, followed by the delegation of work
without a formal agreement between the Administration and ROs.
Inadequacies in the evaluation of ROs before delegation of
authority, the lack of instructions to ROs and not providing ROs
with national laws and interpretations have also been identified in
many audits;

.3

in the area of initial actions/legislation, the analysis indicated that, in
many cases, Member States were not in the position to implement
and enforce the provisions of the mandatory IMO instruments due to
the non-promulgation of laws, a lack of a legal basis for the
enforcement of its national legislation and also lack of availability of
sufficient personnel to assist in the promulgation of laws and other
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responsibilities of the State, including reporting to IMO. From the
findings and related corrective actions, it would imply that Member
States, which have encountered difficulty in this area, may not have
established a system for analysing and integrating newly adopted
amendments, in particular those entering into force under the tacit
amendment procedure, into their national legislation and may not
have tackled the discrepancies that may exist between their domestic
legislation and relevant IMO provisions;

.2

.4

in the area of implementation, the shortcomings identified mostly
comprise the following: lack of implementation of policy through
the issuance of national legislation and guidance; administrative
instructions/interpretative national regulations; absence of
guidance for the requirements that are left to the satisfaction of the
Administration; assignment of responsibilities; as well as resources
and processes for administering a safety and environmental
protection programme; and

.5

in the area of enforcement, activities with a lack of enforcement
measures, a lack of control and monitoring programme and a lack
of qualified personnel and training have appeared as one of the
major areas of the findings; and

the highest numbers of non-conformities recorded against the following
specific provisions of the mandatory instruments, which demonstrate the
lack of effective implementation :
.1

SOLAS 1974 (figure 16 of III 3/INF.29): articles I and III (general
obligations and communication of information), regulation I/6
(inspection and survey), regulation V/7 (search and rescue
services) and regulation XI-1/1 (authorization of recognized
organizations (ROs));

.2

MARPOL (figure 18 of III 3/INF.29): article 1 (general obligations),
articles 8 and 11 (reporting requirements), article 12 (casualties to
ships), as well as requirements related to the provision of reception
facilities under Annexes I (regulation 38) and II (regulation 18), and
keeping a register of fuel oil suppliers under Annex VI;

.3

STCW 1978 (figure 20 of III 3/INF.29): article I (general
obligations), article IV (communication of information), article VIII
(dispensation), regulation I/8 (quality standards);

.4

LL 1966 (figure 22 of III 3/INF.29): article 1 (general obligations),
article 6 (exemptions) and article 26 (communication of
information); and

.5

Tonnage 1969 (figure 22 of III 3/INF.29): article 15 (communication
of information).
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Reasons for shortfall in effective implementation and enforcement of relevant IMO
instruments and the audit standard
7.20
Having noted the underlying root causes as categorized and presented in figures 24
to 28 of document III 3/INF.29, the Sub-Committee agreed to report all underlying causes, as
identified by audited Member States, to the Committees for endorsement, as they are
indicators of the reasons for the shortfall in the effective implementation and enforcement of
the mandatory IMO instruments and the audit standard. Further, they would provide full
information for making sound conclusions and recommendations by the various IMO bodies,
and can better serve those bodies in their consideration of any need to further assist Member
States in the execution of their obligations and responsibilities under the mandatory
instruments, as well as inform, in an adequate manner, the regulatory process of the
Organization.
7.21
In this context, the Sub-Committee invited the Committees to endorse the following
four main areas of root causes that led to a majority of shortcomings:
.1

legislation: absence/lack of national provisions, capacity to promulgate
internal directives/national legislation and update, legislative process, and
responsibilities of entity not assigned;

.2

policies and procedures: absence/lack of policies, commitment, written
procedures, processes, and absence of a dedicated unit;

.3

management: absence/lack of management system, clear lines of authority,
coordination among entities, evaluation of performance, follow-up of the
corrective actions/recommendations, job descriptions, awareness/
understanding/interpretation, human resources, financial resources and
responsibilities not assigned to individuals; and

.4

implementation: absence/lack of technical instructions/guidelines, poor
records/database, training programmes and technical capabilities.

7.22
With regard to root causes associated with the recurrent references to the
mandatory IMO instruments, the Sub-Committee noted that:
.1

for SOLAS 1974, difficulties related to management of various processes of
a maritime Administration are the main contributing factor for non-effective
implementation of the most recurrent references. In the case of
implementation of SOLAS 1974, article III, and regulation V/7, which are
both related to reporting to IMO, a lack of appropriate policies and
procedures was a hindrance to effective implementation;

.2

for MARPOL, difficulties related to management and policy and procedure
presented the main contributing factor for the non-effective implementation
of communication of information in relation to article 11 of MARPOL, which
is the single most frequent finding under MARPOL. More specifically,
management system, awareness of the requirements and resources were
the main difficulties in the area of management [?], as reported by the
Member States. Management issues also contributed significantly to
non-effectiveness in complying with article 1 of MARPOL, obliging Parties
to the Convention to give it a full and complete effect. It was noted by the
group that a lack of policies and procedures, along with the causes related
to management, played a noticeable part in the lack of implementation of
other requirements (e.g. those related to articles 8 and 12, as well as
regulation 38 of Annex I and regulation 18 of Annex II);

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Page 31
.3

for SCTW 1978, difficulties related to lack of effective implementation of the
most recurrent references to STCW 1978 lie in the areas of management,
policies and procedures. More specifically, lack of a management system
and lack of written procedures were most frequently reported as root
causes in relation to non-effective implementation under STCW 1978; and

.4

for LL 1966 and Tonnage 1969, difficulties related to non-effective
implementation of the most recurrent references lie in the areas of
management, policies and procedures. For communication of information
related shortcomings (article 26 of LL 1966 and article 15
of Tonnage 1969), detailed breakdown showed that lack of policies, lack of
written procedures, lack of management system and lack of awareness of
the requirements, their understanding or interpretation, were the most
frequently reported root causes by the audited Member States.

Assistance to Member States in the execution of their obligations and responsibilities
under the relevant IMO instruments and the audit standard
7.23
On the basis of both identified categories of root causes (figure 24 of III 3/INF.29)
and major areas of recurrent findings (figure 23 of III 3/INF.29), the Sub-Committee explored
the possibilities for assisting Member States in the implementation and enforcement of the
mandatory IMO instruments through the development of additional technical assistance
programmes within the scope of the Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme, or
through any other possible means.
7.24
In relation to those categories of root causes falling in the areas of policy and
procedures, and management (as stated in paragraphs 7.21.2 and 7.21.3), the
Sub-Committee noted the group's view that the development and effective implementation of
the overall strategy by Member States, in accordance with paragraph 3 of the III Code, would
address those difficulties. In this context, the Sub-Committee also noted that Member States
may benefit if a guidance document is developed containing detailed instructions on how to
develop the overall strategy as an effective mechanism for the State to evaluate its
effectiveness in meeting its international obligations under the relevant IMO conventions,
including:
.1

methods for establishing competence and areas of responsibility for entities
involved in the State's maritime activities;

.2

clear lines of authority of each entity leading to an overall coordinating
body, with a mandate, for all maritime activities;

.3

process and procedures for determining each entity's performance against
its areas of responsibility and the overall organizational performance of
those entities involved in implementation and enforcement of the
mandatory IMO instruments;

.4

a derived system therefrom to monitor, evaluate and improve the
performance of the maritime Administration as a flag State, coastal State
and port State; and

.5

policies and related implementing vehicles, e.g. action plans, road maps
and management systems and quality standards, including related
resource requirements.

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Page 32
7.25
In relation to the major areas of findings and related shortcomings, the
Sub-Committee also noted the group's view that, in most of the areas, the underlying
difficulty significantly contributing to the non-compliance was inadequate awareness of the
requirements of the Code or the applicable international conventions. Taking that into
account, the Sub-Committee identified various forms of assistance that could be considered
in order to assist Member States in addressing the identified areas of frequent shortcomings
(figure 23 of III 3/INF.29).
7.26
The Sub-Committee also noted the group's view that Member States would benefit
from the development of a more detailed descriptive guidance, clarifying specific
requirements of the III Code, and providing guidance for their implementation ("III Code –
How to do it" in a manner similar to the publication "MARPOL – How to do it" developed by
the Organization for the benefit of Member States). This could assist Member States with
regard to the number of requirements of the Code related to the established major areas
of findings, as well as the fact that provisions of the Code were presented in a generic
manner, which may contribute to the lack of clarity in their implementation.
7.27
The Sub-Committee concurred with the group's identification of the areas presented
in annex 2, showing a need for additional assistance to Member States, and its view that
there is a need to request the responsible IMO body to review current technical assistance
activities. In this context, the Sub-Committee recommended to the Committees to endorse
the identified areas that are in need of additional assistance to Member States and to forward
them to the Technical Cooperation Committee, for consideration in order to establish whether
the current technical assistance activities adequately cover the areas of recurrent
shortcomings identified in audits, and/or to develop any new technical assistance
programmes that would provide more specific support to Member States in their
implementation and enforcement of the requirements of the mandatory IMO instruments and
the audit standard in those areas.
Information for the regulatory process of the Organization
7.28
The Sub-Committee noted that the group had identified specific requirements of the
instruments, which might need to be assessed with regard to their implementation. In
particular, the group had established that the provisions of the mandatory IMO instruments
related to communication of information to IMO might need to be assessed with regard to
difficulty in their implementation, taking into account the technological advances since the
entry into force of the respective conventions. The Sub-Committee recommended to the
Committees to agree that the specific requirements of the relevant IMO instruments, as listed in
annex 3, should be reviewed in terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness for
implementation.
Methodology for review of CASRs
7.29

While agreeing to include the following additional elements in future analyses:
.1

information on the implementation of corrective actions and closing off the
findings after audit follow-up is completed;

.2

indication, in the narrative part of the analysis, the number of audits in
which some of the areas of activities (flag State, coastal State or port State)
have been excluded from the scope of the audit; and
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.3

more detailed description of various categories of root causes used in the
legends in the respective figures,

the Sub-Committee requested the Secretariat to continue applying the methodology used in
the analysis of CASRs, as presented in document III 3/INF.29, for the analysis of the
outcome of mandatory audits.
8

UPDATED SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF
SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION (HSSC)

EXEMPTION OF UNMANNED NON-SELF-PROPELLED (UNSP) BARGES FROM SURVEY AND
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE MARPOL CONVENTION
8.1
The Sub-Committee recalled that III 2 had invited MEPC 69 to approve amendments
to MARPOL Annexes I, IV and VI concerning the exemption of unmanned non-self-propelled
(UNSP) barges from survey and certification requirements, taking into account the question
of whether it is necessary to amend MARPOL Annex IV; and also to approve the associated
draft MEPC circular on Guidelines for exemption of unmanned non-self-propelled (UNSP)
barges from the survey and certification requirements under the MARPOL Convention.
8.2
The Sub-Committee was informed that MEPC 69, in considering the outcome of III 2
concerning the exemption of UNSP barges from survey and certification requirements under
the MARPOL Convention, and documents MEPC 69/13/2 (Japan and Republic of Korea) and
MEPC 69/13/3 (India), agreed that:
.1

any exemption should be limited to no more than five years;

.2

exemption certificates should be provided under individual MARPOL
annexes;

.3

MARPOL Annex IV should be included in the exemption from survey and
certification requirements;

.4

the reference to regulation 17.1 of MARPOL Annex I regarding the Oil
Record Book should be retained; and

.5

the draft guidelines, once approved by the Committee, should be issued as
an MEPC circular.

Consequently, MEPC 69 instructed III 3 to finalize the draft MARPOL amendments
concerning the exemption of UNSP barges from MARPOL survey and certification
requirements and the associated draft guidelines, taking into account documents
MEPC 69/13/2 (Japan and Republic of Korea) and MEPC 69/13/3 (India) and the decisions
taken by the Committee, for submission to MEPC 70.
8.3
Following the discussion, the Sub-Committee instructed the drafting group to be
established under agenda item 9 to finalize the draft amendments to MARPOL Annexes I, IV
and VI concerning the exemption of UNSP barges from survey and certification
requirements, taking into account documents III 3/2/1, MEPC 69/13/2 and MEPC 69/13/3,
and to finalize also the associated draft MEPC circular on guidelines for exemption of
unmanned non-self-propelled barges from the survey and certification requirements under
the MARPOL Convention, as contained in annexes 9 and 10 of the report of III 2 (III 2/16),
with a view to submission to MEPC 70 for approval.
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EARLY IMPLEMENTATION OF AMENDMENTS TO SOLAS 1974
8.4
The Sub-Committee, as instructed by MSC 96, considered document III 3/8/2
(Bahamas) commenting on the early implementation of some amendments to the 1974
SOLAS Convention and proposing measures to address the risk of inconsistent approaches
in order to ensure that the intent and spirit of the decisions are respected on a globally
consistent basis.
8.5
After extensive discussion, the Sub-Committee noted views expressing growing
concerns about the practice of early implementation of some amendments to the 1974
SOLAS Convention, and the following specific comments:
.1

the potential proliferation of cases of early implementation-related issues
might be connected to the four-year cycle for the entry into force of
amendments to SOLAS;

.2

early implementation of duly adopted amendments to SOLAS should not be
considered as non-compliance with existing requirements;

.3

amendments to SOLAS covered by early implementation may appear to be
a relaxation or more stringent requirements, thereby being perceived
differently under PSC inspections;

.4

consideration of the issue should take into account all aspects related to
administrative burden for all parties involved;

.5

communication aspects might need to be considered with regard to the
notification by flag States of early implementation of amendments to
SOLAS, as well as by port States of their acceptance of early
implementation and could be addressed partially by reporting facilities
which could be developed through a relevant GISIS module to indicate
whether they either implement or accept or not the early implementation of
specific amendments to SOLAS;

.6

the matter should be considered under the flag State's and port State's
perspectives; and

.7

if MSC circulars on early implementation of amendments to SOLAS are
approved, opposite views were expressed on whether it would be
necessary to amend the Procedures for port State Control, 2011
(resolution A.1052(27)), or not.

8.6
The Sub-Committee instructed the drafting group to be established under agenda
item 9, taking into account documents III 3/8/2 and III 3/2/2/Add.1, to identify issues in
relation to the early implementation of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention, for
reporting to MSC 97, and to propose a course of action for further consideration of the
matter, taking into account notification-related aspects.
SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE POLAR CODE
8.7
The Sub-Committee recalled that III 2, having noted that MSC 94, in considering the
final text of the Introduction and parts I-A and I-B of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code), had instructed the Sub-Committee to consider
survey and certification matters contained in the provisions of the Polar Code, as adopted by
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resolution MSC.385(94), in its review of the Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized
System of Survey and Certification (HSSC), 2015 (resolution A.1104(29)), prior to the
expected entry into force of the new SOLAS chapter XIV on 1 January 2017, had started the
work on the matter.
8.8
The Sub-Committee also recalled that III 2 had instructed the Correspondence
Group on the Review of the Survey Guidelines under the HSSC and the Non-exhaustive list
of obligations under instruments relevant to the IMO Instruments Implementation Code
(III Code) to consider the matter further and to develop amendments to the Survey
Guidelines, as appropriate, for finalization at this session, subject to concurrence by the
Committees, in the form of either a draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular or draft MSC and MEPC
resolutions.
8.9
The Sub-Committee considered the relevant part of the report of the
correspondence group (III 3/8), containing, in annex 1 (related to part I-A of the Polar Code)
and part of annex 4 (related to part II-A of the Polar Code), the proposed Polar Code-related
amendments to the Survey Guidelines.
8.10
During its initial discussion of the matter, the Sub-Committee did not decide what
would be the best vehicle to circulate the proposed Polar Code-related amendments to the
Survey Guidelines, and referred the proposed Polar Code-related amendments to the Survey
Guidelines, as contained in document III 3/8, to the drafting group to be established under
agenda item 9 for finalization, together with the associated draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular and
draft MSC and MEPC resolutions, with a view to submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for
approval or adoption, as appropriate.
UNIFIED INTERPRETATION ON THE EXPIRY DATE OF STATUTORY CERTIFICATES
8.11
The Sub-Committee recalled that III 2 had referred document III 2/11 (IACS) to the
above-mentioned correspondence group for its consideration with a view to developing a
draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular concerning the date of expiry assigned to statutory certificate.
8.12
The Sub-Committee considered the relevant part of the report of the
correspondence group (III 3/8), and agreed that the proposed draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular, as
contained in annex 3 of document III 3/8, be referred to the drafting group to be established
under agenda item 9 for finalization, with a view to submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for
approval.
AMENDMENTS TO THE SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE HSSC
8.13
The Sub-Committee was advised that A 29 adopted resolution A.1104(29) on the
Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification (HSSC), 2015,
which included those amendments to the relevant IMO regulations that entered into force up
to and including 31 December 2015. The Assembly, in the context of the resolution,
requested MSC and MEPC to keep the Survey Guidelines updated.
8.14
The Sub-Committee recalled that III 2 had also instructed the above-mentioned
correspondence group to continue updating the Survey Guidelines to include the requirements
deriving from amendments to relevant IMO instruments entering into force up to and
including 31 December 2017, with a view to submission of draft amendments to the Survey
Guidelines to A 30 for adoption with the potential approval by the Committees of their direct
referral to the Assembly.
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8.15

The Sub-Committee had for its consideration the following documents:
.1

III 3/8 (China) containing the report of the correspondence group and
presenting, inter alia, the proposed amendments to the Survey Guidelines,
deriving from the amendments to the relevant IMO instruments entering
into force up to and including 1 January 2017;

.2

III 3/8/3 (IACS) providing comments on the report of the correspondence
group (III 3/8) and proposing amendments to the Survey Guidelines with a
view to eliminating any possible misunderstanding of the term "examining"
in paragraph 3.9.1 of the Survey Guidelines; and

.3

III 3/8/1 and III 3/INF.7 and Add.1 (Secretariat) containing a list of new and
outstanding requirements, which were adopted by MEPC 68, MSC 95,
A 29, MEPC 69 and MSC 96.

Clarification of the term "examining" defined in the Survey Guidelines
8.16
The Sub-Committee, during its consideration of document III 3/8/3 (IACS) regarding
clarification of the term "examining" defined in paragraph 3.9.1, was of the view that there is
a need to provide a clear understanding of the term "examining" for different types of survey
pertaining to the same certificate.
8.17
In this context, having recorded significant support to the proposed deletion of the
word "thorough", while the insertion of the proposed second sentence remained a subject of
controversy, in paragraph 3.9.1 of the Survey Guidelines, the Sub-Committee agreed to refer
document III 3/8/3 to the drafting group for further consideration.
Development of amendments of Survey Guidelines in relation to the four-year cycle of
entry into force of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and related mandatory
instruments
8.18
The Sub-Committee, taking into account MSC.1/Circ.1481 on Guidance on entry
into force of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and related mandatory
instruments and the first four-year-cycle entry into force date of 1 January 2020 for
amendments to SOLAS 1974 and the International Code for Fire Safety Systems
(FSS Code), as adopted by MSC 96, and as shown in document III 3/INF.7/Add.1, noted the
view that work in this regard should maintain a continuous pace during the period of any
four-year cycle with a view to facilitating the work of this Sub-Committee, particularly in
relation to the updating of the Survey Guidelines, and preventing backlog workload at, or
near, the year of entry into force.
8.19
Consequently, the Sub-Committee agreed that future working, drafting or
correspondence groups to be established, should be tasked to continue the development of
the Survey Guidelines deriving from those mandatory instruments or amendments thereto,
as adopted during the intersessional period of the Sub-Committee. This would ensure
consistency in the work of the Sub-Committee, particularly in relation to maintaining the
updating of the Survey Guidelines at a continuous pace during the period of any four-year
cycle of entry into force of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and related
mandatory instruments. In this context, the amendments to the Survey Guidelines deriving
from the mandatory instruments or amendments thereto should be developed separately
depending on which session of the Assembly they are expected to be submitted for adoption.
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REFERRAL TO THE DRAFTING GROUP
8.20
The Sub-Committee noted the view of the above-mentioned correspondence group
(III 3/8) that the regulations developed by the goal-based approach and functional
requirements are presenting a challenge to surveys, which are based on the traditional
prescriptive regulations. The Sub-Committee also noted the correspondence group's
discussion and the status of development of the Survey Guidelines for the International Code
of Safety for Ships using Gases or other Low flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code).
8.21
The Sub-Committee referred the consideration of the relevant part of the report of
the correspondence group, using annex 4 of document III 3/8 as the basis and taking into
account document III 3/8/3 (IACS), to the drafting group to be established under agenda
item 9 for review and instructed it to continue to develop draft amendments to the Survey
Guidelines, deriving from the amendments to the relevant mandatory instruments due to
enter into force up to and including 31 December 2017 (III 3/8, annex 5; and III 3/INF.7
and Add.1) for finalization at the next session, with a view to submission to A 30 for adoption
with the potential approval by the Committees of their direct referral to the Assembly.
The drafting group was also tasked to develop further draft amendments to the Survey
Guidelines, separately, for adoption in accordance with the four-year cycle of entry into force
of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and related mandatory instruments
(see paragraph 8.19).
REPORT OF THE DRAFTING GROUP
8.22
Having approved the report of the Drafting Group on the Survey Guidelines under
the HSSC and the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations under Instruments relevant to the IMO
instruments Implementation Code (III Code) (III 3/WP.4), in general, the Sub-Committee took
decisions as reflected in the following paragraphs.
Exemption of UNSP barges from survey and certification requirements under the
MARPOL Convention
8.23
The Sub-Committee having noted that the group had prepared draft amendments to
MARPOL Annexes I, IV and VI concerning the exemption of UNSP barges from survey and
certification requirements, as set out in annex 1 of document III 3/WP.4, together with the
associated draft Guidelines for exemption of unmanned non-self-propelled (UNSP) barges
from the survey and certification requirements under the MARPOL Convention, as set out in
annex 2 of document III 3/WP.4, agreed to the following recommendations:
.1

the exemption certificates for UNSP barges should be part of the individual
MARPOL Annexes I, IV and VI rather than appendices to an MEPC
circular;

.2

more study and work need to be carried out if the exemption certificates are
made part of the individual MARPOL Annexes I, IV and VI; and

.3

the issue regarding definitions or identification of UNSP barges need to be
further considered.

8.24
In this context, the Sub-Committee also agreed that further work on this matter
should be carried out at its next session, as appropriate, while inviting MEPC to note the
progress made and the prospect to consider the matter further on the basis of the
above-mentioned recommendations regarding exemption certificates and the definitions or
identification of UNSP barges.
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8.25
The delegation of Spain made a statement in relation to the draft amendments to
MARPOL Annexes I, IV and VI concerning the exemption of UNSP barges from survey and
certification requirements and the associated draft Guidelines. The full text of the statement
is set out in annex 10.
Survey and certification matters pertaining to the Polar Code
8.26
The Sub-Committee agreed to the draft Polar Code-related amendments to the
Survey Guidelines, as set out in annex 4, together with the associated draft MSC and
MEPC resolutions (option 1) and MSC-MEPC.5 circular (option 2), as set out in annex 5, for
submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97, for consideration, together with the need to make a
choice between an associated draft MSC resolution (option 1) or a draft MSC-MEPC.5
circular (option 2) as the agreed vehicle, with a view to approval or adoption as appropriate.
The amendments should be incorporated in the draft Assembly resolution to be considered
by A 30 for adoption.
Unified Interpretation on the expiry date of statutory certificates
8.27
The Sub-Committee agreed to the draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular on Unified
Interpretation on the expiry date of statutory certificates, as contained in annex 6 for
submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for approval.
Amendments to Survey Guidelines under the HSSC
8.28
With regard to the development of draft amendments to the Survey Guidelines under
the harmonized system of survey and certification (HSSC), 2015 (resolution A.1104(29)),
the Sub-Committee noted that the group:
.1

considered survey requirements to ships covered by the Enhanced Survey
Programme (ESP ships) and non-ESP ships;

.2

on items related to addition of items (AI) 4.1.2.2.14 and (AA) 4.2.2.2.6,
agreed to the inclusion of the two items within square brackets for possible
further review by a correspondence group, as tasked by III 2, taking into
account that the amendments to MARPOL Annex VI, as adopted by
resolution MEPC 258(67), entered into force on 1 March 2016;

.3

also agreed to retain only those items related to both the Polar Code and
relevant amendments to MARPOL with grey shading identification, for
further review at III 4, while incorporating them with the Survey Guidelines
contained in annex 4 when approved or adopted;

.4

also considered the relevant generic items related to the IGF Code, as
developed by the correspondence group and agreed to delete the square
brackets. However, the group recommended the items related to the IGF
Code be referred to a correspondence group for further review and
development as appropriate; and

.5

further considered the proposed amendments to the Survey Guidelines
related to the term "examining" in paragraph 3.9.1 of the Survey Guidelines,
as contained in document III 3/8/3. In line with the decision and discussion
made in plenary, the group modified the proposed amendments by deletion
of the words "a thorough" and accessibility related wording, and,
consequently prepared a corresponding amendment to paragraph 3.9.1.
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8.29
The Sub-Committee agreed to the text of the draft amendments to the Survey
Guidelines, derived from the amendments to the relevant IMO instruments entering into force
up to and including 1 January 2017, as set out in annex 6 of document III 3/WP.4.
8.30
The Sub-Committee also agreed that the draft amendments to the Survey
Guidelines needed to be further developed to include the requirements deriving from
amendments to relevant IMO instruments entering into force up to and
including 31 December 2017, with a view to submission of draft amendments, together with a
draft resolution, to III 4 for consideration prior to potential direct submission to A 30 for
adoption, subject to approval by the Committees. There would also be a need to develop
separately further draft amendments to the Survey Guidelines for adoption in accordance
with the four-year cycle of entry into force of amendments to SOLAS 1974 and related
mandatory instruments.
Early implementation of amendments to SOLAS 1974
8.31
The Sub-Committee noted that the Secretariat had presented to the group the GISIS
modules on Survey and Certification and on Non-mandatory instruments in order to facilitate
the discussion on facilities potentially available to record relevant notifications.
8.32
The Sub-Committee also noted that, while considering the issue regarding
notification of amendments to SOLAS 1974 from the prospect of flag States, the group could
not draft clear recommendations owing to the diversity of the following views expressed:
.1

the legislative process from the adoption of amendment to SOLAS 1974 to
their implementation is a lengthy and complex process, including, inter alia,
the adoption of amendments; the acceptance, preparation and
promulgation of international law and domestic legislation; and the entry
into force, implementation and enforcement thereof;

.2

early implementation of amendments to SOLAS 1974 may lack
international legal basis and be in conflict with the intent of the four-year
cycle of entry into force;

.3

GISIS might be a good facility for notification of early implementation;

.4

one possible way might be through exemption or equivalent, but it might still
lack legal basis because the amendments to SOLAS 1974 have not yet
been accepted or are not in force and it might, therefore, lack mandatory
regulations to allow such an exemption or equivalent to be granted;

.5

it is necessary for a ship to have a clear evidence on board in the same
way as an equivalent to the provision of SOLAS 1974, as may be required
by PSCOs; and

.6

as amendments to SOLAS 1974 may result in corrections or relaxations or
improvements, it should be treated differently regarding their early
implementation.

8.33
The Sub-Committee agreed to convey the above-mentioned views on early
implementation of amendments to SOLAS to MSC 97 for consideration, together with any
other relevant outcome of this session on this matter (see paragraph 5.42).
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CORRESPONDENCE GROUP ON THE REVIEW OF THE SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER HSSC AND THE
NON-EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF OBLIGATIONS
8.34
The Sub-Committee, taking into account the work completed at this session,
established the Correspondence Group on the Review of the Survey Guidelines under HSSC
and the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations, under the coordination of China2 with the
following terms of reference:

9

.1

continue to develop, using annex 6 of document III 3/WP.4 as the basis,
draft amendments to the Survey Guidelines under the harmonized system
of survey and certification (HSSC), 2015 (resolution A.1104(29)), deriving
from the amendments to the relevant mandatory instruments due to enter
into force up to and including 31 December 2017 (III 3/8, annex 5;
III 3/INF.7 and Add.1; and the outcome of future sessions of MSC and
MEPC as appropriate) for finalization at the next session with a view to
submission to A 30 for adoption. Separately develop further draft
amendments to the Survey Guidelines for adoption in accordance with the
four-year cycle of entry into force of amendments to SOLAS 1974 and
related mandatory instruments;

.2

consider if the generic items regarding the IGF Code, as contained in
annex 6 of document III 3/WP.4, are sufficient and otherwise, develop
relevant items to be incorporated in the amendments to Survey Guidelines
under the HSSC in accordance with the provisions of the IGF Code;

.3

identify survey requirements regarding ESP ships and non-ESP ships
related to intermediate and renewal survey, for the cargo ships safety
construction certificate;

.4

identify, in documents III 3/8, annex 4; and III 3/INF.7 and Add.1; and the
outcome of future sessions of MSC and MEPC, as provided by the
Secretariat, those items which have not been dealt with so far and left for
further development of amendments to the Survey Guidelines, with a view
to maintaining the status of the items for future amendments; and

.5

submit a report to III 4.

NON-EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF OBLIGATIONS UNDER INSTRUMENTS RELEVANT
TO THE IMO INSTRUMENTS IMPLEMENTATION CODE (III CODE)

Amendments to the non-exhaustive list of obligations
9.1
The Sub-Committee was advised that A 29 adopted resolution A.1105(29) on
the 2015 Non-exhaustive list of obligations under instruments relevant to the IMO
Instruments Implementation Code (III Code) (resolution A.1070(28)) (2015 Non-exhaustive
list of obligations), which included the requirements deriving from all amendments to relevant
mandatory IMO instruments that entered into force up to and including 1 July 2016.
2

Coordinator:
Mr. Cui Yuwei
Senior Principal Surveyor
China Classification Society
Email: chn_hssc@ccs.org.cn
Tel: 0086 10 5811 2038
Fax: 0086 10 5811 2807
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9.2
The Sub-Committee recalled that III 2 had agreed that the annexes to
the 2015 Non-exhaustive list of obligations needed to be further amended in order to keep
them updated with amendments to the relevant mandatory IMO instruments, entering into
force up to and including 1 July 2018, with a view to the submission of draft amendments,
finalized as a consolidated version, directly to A 30 for adoption, with prior approval by the
Committees of this course of action.
9.3
The Sub-Committee also recalled that III 2 had established the Correspondence
Group on the Review of the Survey Guidelines under the HSSC and the Non-exhaustive List
of Obligations to continue to update the Non-exhaustive list of obligations.
9.4

In this context, the Sub-Committee had for its consideration the following
documents:
.1

III 3/8 (China) containing the report of the correspondence group and
presenting, inter alia, the proposed amendments to resolution A.1105(29)
on the 2015 Non-exhaustive list of obligations under instruments relevant to
the III Code (resolution A.1070(28)), taking into account the new provisions,
the entry into force of which extends until 1 January 2017; and

.2

III 3/9 and III 3/INF.8 and Add.1 (Secretariat) containing a list of
amendments to mandatory instruments, as adopted by MEPC 68, MSC 95,
MEPC 69 and MSC 96, which might be relevant to the development of
amendments to the 2015 Non-exhaustive list of obligations.

9.5
The Sub-Committee, having recalled its earlier decision under agenda item 8
(see paragraphs 8.18 and 8.19), agreed likewise that future working, drafting or
correspondence groups to be established should be tasked to continue the development of
amendments to the Non-exhaustive list of obligations deriving from those mandatory
instruments or amendments thereto, as adopted during the intersessional period of the
Sub-Committee. This would ensure consistency in the work of the Sub-Committee,
particularly in relation to maintaining the updating of the Non-exhaustive list of obligations at
a continuous pace during the period of any four-year cycle entry into force of the 1974
SOLAS Convention and related mandatory instruments. In this context, the amendments to
the Non-exhaustive list of obligations should be developed separately depending on which
session of the Assembly they are expected to be submitted for adoption.
9.6
The Sub-Committee referred the consideration of the relevant part of the report of
the correspondence group, using annex 9 of document III 3/8 as the basis, to the drafting
group to be established under this agenda item, in order to review and to continue
developing draft amendments to the Non-exhaustive list of obligations, deriving from the
amendments to the relevant mandatory instruments due to enter into force up to and
including 1 July 2017 (III 3/8, annex 7; and III 3/INF.8 and Add.1), for finalization at the next
session with a view to submission of the draft amendments, finalized as a consolidated
version, directly to A 30 for adoption, with the prior approval by the Committees of this course
of action. The group was also tasked to develop further draft amendments to the
Non-exhaustive list of obligations, separately, for adoption in accordance with the four-year
cycle of entry into force of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and related
mandatory instruments.
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Establishment of the drafting group
9.7
The Sub-Committee, recalling the outcome of its consideration of matters under
agenda items 8 and 13, established the Drafting Group on the Updated Survey Guidelines
under the HSSC and the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations and instructed the group, taking
into account the decisions and proposals made in plenary, with items .1, .3, .4, .5, .7, .9
and .10 as priorities at the current session, to:
Terms of reference under agenda item 8:
.1

finalize the draft amendments to MARPOL Annexes I, IV and VI concerning
the exemption of UNSP barges from survey and certification requirements,
taking into account documents III 3/2/1, MEPC 69/13/2 and MEPC 69/13/3,
and to finalize also the associated draft MEPC circular on guidelines for
exemption of unmanned non-self-propelled barges from the survey and
certification requirements under the MARPOL Convention, as contained in
annexes 9 and 10 of document III 2/16 with a view to submission to
MEPC 70 for approval;

.2

consider, taking into account documents III 3/8/2 and III 3/2/2/Add.1, any
measures needed to be taken on the early implementation of amendments
to the 1974 SOLAS Convention, taking into account the administrative
burden-related perspective;

.3

finalize the draft Polar Code-related amendments to the Survey Guidelines,
as contained in annexes 1 and 4 (partly) of document III 3/8, and prepare
associated draft MSC and MEPC resolutions and MSC-MEPC.5 circular,
with a view to submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for approval or
adoption, as appropriate;

.4

finalize the draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular on Unified Interpretation of the
expiry date of statutory certificates, as contained in annex 3 of document
III 3/8, with a view to submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for approval;

.5

review and continue to develop, using annex 4 of document III 3/8 as the
basis, taking into account document III 3/8/3, draft amendments to the
Survey Guidelines under the HSSC, 2015, deriving from the amendments
to the relevant mandatory instruments due to enter into force up to and
including 31 December 2017 (III 3/8, annex 5; and III 3/INF.7 and Add.1) for
finalization at the next session with a view to submission to A 30 for
adoption. Separately develop further draft amendments to the Survey
Guidelines for adoption in accordance with the four-year cycle of entry into
force of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention and related
mandatory instruments;

.6

identify, in documents III 3/8, annex 4; and III 3/INF.7 and Add.1, those
items which have not been dealt with so far and left for further development
of amendments to the Survey Guidelines, with a view to maintaining the
status of the items for future amendments;
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Terms of reference under agenda item 9:
.7

review and continue to develop, using as the basis annex 6 of document
III 3/8, draft amendments to the Non-exhaustive list of obligations, deriving
from the amendments to the relevant mandatory instruments due to enter
into force up to and including 1 July 2017 (III 3/8, annex 7; and III 3/INF.8
and Add.1), for finalization at the next session with a view to submission of
the draft amendments, finalized as a consolidated version, to A 30 for
adoption. Separately develop further draft amendments to the
Non-exhaustive list of obligations for adoption in accordance with the
four-year cycle of entry into force of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS
Convention and related mandatory instruments;

.8

identify in documents III 3/8, annex 7; and III 3/INF.8 and Add.1 those items
which have not been dealt with so far and left for further development of
amendments to the Non-exhaustive list of obligations, with a view to
maintaining the status of the items for future amendments;

.9

advise on the re-establishment of a correspondence group under agenda
items 8 and 9 and prepare draft terms of reference, as appropriate; and

Terms of reference under agenda item 13:
.10

develop, using document III 3/13 as a basis, amendments to
FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC.1/Circ.817-MSC.1/Circ.1462 on List of certificates
and documents required to be carried on board ships, including insurance
certificates under the 2002 Athens Convention and the 2007 Nairobi Wreck
Removal Convention, with a view to submission of the draft amendments,
finalized as a consolidated version, to MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for approval,
prior to submission to FAL 41 and LEG 104 for approval, as appropriate.

Report of the drafting group
9.8
Having approved the report of the Drafting Group on the Updated Survey Guidelines
under the HSSC and the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations (III 3/WP.4), in general, the
Sub-Committee took decisions as reflected in the following paragraphs.
9.9
The Sub-Committee agreed to the text of the draft amendments to the 2015
Non-exhaustive List of Obligations, derived from amendments to the relevant mandatory IMO
instruments entering into force up to and including 1 January 2017, as set out in annex 7 of
document III 3/WP.4.
9.10
The Sub-Committee also agreed that the draft amendments to the 2015
Non-exhaustive list of obligations under instruments relevant to the IMO Instruments
Implementation Code needed to be further developed to include the requirements deriving
from all amendments to mandatory IMO instruments entering into force up to and
including 1 July 2018, with a view to submission of draft amendments, together with a draft
resolution to III 4 for consideration prior to potential direct submission to A 30 for adoption,
subject to approval by the Committees. As proposed, there is also a need to separately
develop further draft amendments to the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations for adoption in
accordance with the four-year cycle of entry into force of amendments to SOLAS 1974 and
related mandatory instruments.
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Terms of reference for the correspondence group
9.11 The Sub-Committee further instructed the Correspondence Group on the Review of
the Survey Guidelines under HSSC and the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations, established
under agenda item 8 (see paragraph 8.35), to:

10

.1

continue to develop, using annex 7 of document III 3/WP.4 as the basis,
draft amendments to the Non-exhaustive list of obligations, deriving from
the amendments to the relevant mandatory instruments due to enter into
force up to and including 1 July 2018 (III 3/8, annex 7; III 3/INF.8 and
Add.1, and the outcome of future sessions of MSC and MEPC as
appropriate), for finalization at the next session with a view to submission of
the draft amendments, finalized as a consolidated version, to A 30 for
adoption. Separately develop further draft amendments to the
Non-exhaustive list of obligations for adoption in accordance with the
four-year cycle of entry into force of amendments to SOLAS 1974 and
related mandatory instruments; and

.2

identify in documents III 3/8, annex 7 and III 3/INF.8 and Add.1; and the
outcome of future sessions of MSC and MEPC, as provided by the
Secretariat, those items which have not been dealt with so far and left for
further development of amendments to the Non-exhaustive list of
obligations, with a view to maintaining the status of the items for future
amendments.

UNIFIED INTERPRETATION OF PROVISIONS OF IMO SAFETY, SECURITY,
AND ENVIRONMENT RELATED CONVENTIONS

10.1
The Sub-Committee noted that no document was submitted under this agenda item
at this session.
11

BIENNIAL AGENDA AND PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR III 4

Outcome of A 29
11.1
The Sub-Committee recalled that the Assembly, at its twenty-ninth session, had
approved the High-level Action Plan and priorities for the 2016-2017 biennium
(resolution A.1098(29)).
Biennial status report
11.2
Taking into account the progress made at this session, the Sub-Committee prepared
the biennial status report (III 3/WP.2, annex 1), as set out in annex 7, for consideration by
MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for approval.
Proposed provisional agenda for III 4
11.3
Taking into account the progress made at the session and the relevant decisions of
MEPC 70 and MSC 96, the Sub-Committee prepared its proposed provisional agenda for
III 4 (III 3/WP.2, annex 2), as set out in annex 8, for consideration by MEPC 70 and MSC 97
for approval.
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Correspondence groups established at this session
11.4
The Sub-Committee established correspondence groups on the following subjects,
due to report to III 4:
.1

Lessons learned and safety issues identified from the analysis of marine
safety investigation reports;

.2

Updated Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and
Certification (HSSC) – Non-exhaustive list of obligations under instruments
relevant to the IMO Instruments Implementation Code (III Code); and

.3

Measures to harmonize port State control (PSC) activities and procedures
worldwide and Identified issues relating to the implementation of IMO
instruments from the analysis of PSC data.

Arrangements for the next session
11.5
The Sub-Committee agreed to establish at its next session working/drafting groups
on the following subjects:
.1

Lessons learned and safety issues identified from the analysis of marine
safety investigation reports;

.2

Updated Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and
Certification (HSSC) – Non-exhaustive list of obligations under instruments
relevant to the IMO Instruments Implementation Code (III Code);

.3

Measures to harmonize port State control (PSC) activities and procedures
worldwide and Identified issues relating to the implementation of IMO
instruments from the analysis of PSC data; and

.4

Analysis of consolidated audit summary reports.

The Chairman, taking into account the submissions received, would
the Sub-Committee well in time for III 4 on the final selection of such groups.

advise

Date for the next session
11.6
The Sub-Committee noted that the fourth session of the Sub-Committee has been
tentatively scheduled to take place from 3 to 7 July 2017.
Consideration of the outcome of III 4
11.7 Owing to the above-mentioned tentative schedule of III 4 and bearing in mind that
III 4 would be expected to finalize draft Assembly resolutions, in particular on matters related
to PSC, the Survey Guidelines under the HSSC and the Non-exhaustive list of obligations,
the Sub-Committee invited the Committees to authorize III 4 to report the outcome of its work
on matters that would require the adoption of draft Assembly resolutions to A 30 directly.
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12

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2017

12.1
In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Maritime Safety Committee and
the Marine Environment Protection Committee, the Sub-Committee unanimously elected
Mr. Aji Vasudevan (India) as Chairman and RAdm. Jean-Luc Le Liboux (France) as ViceChairman, both for 2017.
Expression of appreciation
12.2
The Committee expressed sincere thanks and appreciation to Captain
D. Hutchinson (Bahamas) for his excellent services to the Sub-Committee during the last
eight years when he served the Sub-Committee as its Vice-Chairman, for two years, and
Chairman, for six years, while chairing it for seven years.
13

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

LIST OF CERTIFICATES AND DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO BE CARRIED ON BOARD SHIPS
General
13.1
The Sub-Committee recalled that FAL 38, MEPC 65 and MSC 92 had approved
FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC.1/Circ.817-MSC.1/Circ.1462 containing the revised List of certificates
and documents required to be carried on board ships.
13.2
The Sub-Committee also recalled that MEPC 64 and MSC 91 had concurred with the
recommendation of FSI 20 for the Sub-Committee to initiate revisions of the list, as may be
necessary, and had endorsed the request to the Secretariat to prepare a note containing those
requirements, which may result in the revision of the above-mentioned circular and/or
amendment to appendix 12 of the Procedures for port State Control, 2011
(resolution A.1052(27)), as appropriate.
13.3
The Sub-Committee was advised that LEG 103 requested the Secretariat to include
insurance certificates under the 2002 Athens Convention, the 2007 Nairobi Wreck Removal
Convention and the 2010 HNS Convention into the list of certificates and documents required
to be carried on board ships contained in the annex to FAL.2/Circ.127, MEPC.1/Circ.817 and
MSC.1/Circ.1462, and to issue a new LEG circular on the subject.
13.4
The Sub-Committee considered document III 3/13 (Secretariat), providing a list
of potential
additions
and
draft
amendments
to
the
annex
to
FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC.1/Circ.817-MSC.1/Circ.1462. With respect to the inclusion of
insurance certificates under the 2010 HNS Convention, the Sub-Committee, having noted
that the 2010 HNS Convention had not yet entered into force, agreed not to include those
certificates and to recommend to the Legal Committee, through MSC and MEPC, to consider
the implications of including a certificate required by a convention that had not yet entered
into force.
Instruction to the drafting group
13.5
Following discussion, the Sub-Committee instructed the Drafting Group on the
Updated Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification (HSSC)
and the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations, established under agenda item 9
(see paragraph 9.7), to develop, using document III 3/13 (Secretariat) as the basis,
amendments to FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC.1/Circ.817-MSC.1/Circ.1462 on the List of certificates
and documents required to be carried on board ships, including insurance certificates under
https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Page 47
the 2002 Athens Convention and the 2007 Nairobi Wreck Removal Convention. A consolidated
version should be finalized with a view to submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97 for approval,
prior to submission to FAL 41 and LEG 104, as appropriate, for approval.
Report of the drafting group
13.6
Having approved the report of the Drafting Group on the Updated Survey Guidelines
under the HSSC and the Non-exhaustive List of Obligations (III 3/WP.4), in general, the
Sub-Committee took decisions as reflected in the following paragraphs.
13.7
The Sub-Committee noted that the group had considered the list of potential additions
and draft amendments to the annex to FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC.1/Circ.817-MSC.1/Circ.1462, as
set out in the annex to document III 3/13, including insurance certificates under
the 2002 Athens Convention and the 2007 Nairobi Wreck Removal Convention as requested
by LEG 103.
13.8
The Sub-Committee also noted that the group had in-depth deliberations on
pertinent items, particularly on the following items for additions and had decided to include
the following items in the list of certificates and documents:
.1

coating
technical
file
resolution MSC.288(87));

(SOLAS

regulation

II-1/3-11

.2

emergency towing procedure (SOLAS regulation II-1/3-4);

.3

approval of the rate of sewage discharge (MARPOL Annex IV
regulation 11.1.1);

.4

muster list and emergency instructions (SOLAS regulations III/8 and III/37);

.5

document of approval for the stability instrument (IBC
paragraph 2.2.6;
IGC Code,
paragraph
2.2.6;
BCH
paragraph 2.2.1.2; GC Code, paragraph 2.2.4; and 2008 IS Code);

.6

statement of acceptance of the installation of replacement release and
retrieval system to an existing lifeboat (SOLAS regulation III/1.5 and LSA
Code, paragraph 4.4.7.6);

.7

evaluation of the alternative design and
regulations II-1/55.4.2, II-2/17.4.2 and III/38.42);

.8

maintenance plan (SOLAS regulations II-2/14.2.2, II-2/14.3 and II-2/14.4);
and

.9

records for pilot ladders used for pilot transfer (SOLAS regulations
V/23.2.4).

arrangements

and

Code,
Code,

(SOLAS

13.9 The
Sub-Committee
agreed
to
the
draft
amendments
to
FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC.1/Circ.817-MSC.1/Circ.1462 on List of certificates and documents
required to be carried on board ships, and requested the Secretariat to prepare a
consolidated draft circular, as set out in annex 9, for submission to MEPC 70 and MSC 97
for approval, taking into account the need to involve the Facilitation and Legal Committees ,
as appropriate, as a joint FAL, MSC, MEPC and LEG circular.
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MODEL AGREEMENT FOR THE ROS ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE ADMINISTRATION
13.10 The Sub-Committee considered document III 3/13/1 (China), analysing the
inconsistency between MSC/Circ.710-MEPC/Circ.307 on the Model agreement for the
authorization of recognized organizations acting on behalf of the Administration and the
Code for Recognized Organizations (RO Code) and other relevant IMO instruments, and
proposing to update the model agreement accordingly.
13.11 Following discussion and based on the views expressed supporting the
harmonization of the model agreement with the RO Code, the Sub-Committee invited the
delegation of China and supporting delegations, to consider submitting a proposal for a new
output to the Committees in accordance with the Committee's Guidelines
(MSC-MEPC.1/Circ.4/Rev.4), as appropriate.
IMO SHIP IDENTIFICATION NUMBER SCHEME
13.12 The Sub-Committee considered document III 3/13/2 (Secretariat) containing draft
Circular Letter No.1886/Rev.6 supporting the implementation of the IMO Ship Identification
Number Scheme and, in particular, resolution A.1078(28).
13.13 The representative of the FAO Secretariat made a statement outlining the support
provided by FAO for the extension of the IMO Ship Identification Number Scheme to fishing
vessels, on a voluntary basis, and the outcome of the recent session of its Committee on
Fisheries, which welcomed the outcome of the third session of the Joint FAO/IMO Ad Hoc
Working Group on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing and Related Matters
(JWG). The full text of the statement is set out in annex 10.
13.14 Following discussion and having noted the positive comments of those who spoke,
the Sub-Committee endorsed the issuance of Circular Letter No.1886/Rev.6, which indicates,
in particular, that Administrations may obtain identification numbers for passenger ships of
less than 100 GT, high-speed passenger crafts and mobile drilling units covered by SOLAS
regulation V/19-1.
MODEL COURSE ON THE SAFETY OF PASSENGER SHIPS NOT COVERED BY SOLAS
13.15 The Sub-Committee was advised that MSC 96 endorsed the decision on the
dissemination of the Guide for regulating the safety of passenger ships not covered by
SOLAS, as set out in annex 1 of document III 2/16 and on IMODOCS, without detailed
technical review. MSC 96 invited interested Member States to use the Guide as a tool
containing a generic set of general safety principles and functional requirements, as a
potential minimum safety level to be attained, when developing national or regional safety
regulations for passenger ships not covered by SOLAS, and to provide any relevant
feedback.
13.16 The Sub-Committee was also advised that, in this connection, MSC 96 also
endorsed the Sub-Committee's recommendation not to develop a guide for regulating the
safety of other types of ships not covered by SOLAS, since similar work for other types of
ships was not considered as being necessary at this stage and a predominant part of the
content of any further work for other types of ships could be very similar to the content of the
above-mentioned Guide.
13.17 The Sub-Committee was further advised that MSC 96 endorsed the
Sub-Committee's recommendation that an IMO Model Course on the safety of passenger
ships not covered by SOLAS be developed on the basis of the existing draft documents,
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which are currently available on IMODOCS, including the completion of the Procedural
Guide, in accordance with MSC-MEPC.2/Circ.15 on Revised guidelines for the development,
review and validation of model courses.
13.18 With respect to the selection of a course developer, the Sub-Committee, having
noted the work already carried out through consultancy to develop the Guide for regulating
the safety of passenger ships not covered by SOLAS: generic principles and functional
requirements, agreed to the existing arrangements for the selection of a course developer.
13.19 Consequently, the Sub-Committee agreed that it is necessary to establish a review
group to work possibly intersessionally, depending on the progress made. Following the
receipt of comments from the review group, the Sub-Committee would either refer the draft
model course to the course developer for revision or validate the model course.
13.20 In this context, the Sub-Committee invited Member States, IGOs and NGOs to
contact the Secretariat in order to volunteer to work as members of the review group, with
the assistance of the Secretariat, and requested the Secretariat to provide relevant report
during the process, as appropriate, for consideration by the Sub-Committee.
Expression of appreciation
13.21 The Sub-Committee expressed appreciation to the following delegates and
members of the Secretariat, who had recently relinquished their duties, retired or been
transferred to other duties or were about to do so, for their invaluable contribution to its work
and wished them a long and happy retirement or, as the case might be, every success in
their new duties:
-

Mr. Christos Atalianis (Cyprus) (on transfer)
Mr. Jo Espinoza-Ferrey (IMO) (on retirement)
Mr. Flavio Mathuiy (Brazil) (on return home)
Mrs. Olga O'Neil (IMO) (on retirement)
Mr. James Paw (IMO) (on retirement)
Mr. Dandu Pughiuc (IMO) (on retirement).

14

ACTION REQUESTED OF THE COMMITTEES

14.1

The Marine Environment Protection Committee, at its seventieth session, is invited to:
.1

endorse the agreement that item G under "MARPOL Annex V-related" in
the table of Appendix 1 to circular MEPC.1/Circ. 834 on Consolidated
guidance for port reception facility providers and users, should be made
specific for HME cargo residues and hold washings and, consequentially,
the remaining three waste types that include cargo residues that are not
HME are retained as separate categories (paragraph 3.8.1);

.2

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the issuance of III.3/Circ.4
on Casualty Analysis and Statistics, containing observations on the quality
of reports of investigation into casualties (paragraph 4.16);

.3

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the agreed methodology
for developing Guidelines on port State control (paragraph 5.15);
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.4

consider the outcome of the consideration of draft amendments to the 2009
Guidelines for port State control under the revised MARPOL Annex VI, as
contained in document III 3/5/3, for further instruction on the coordinating
role of the III Sub-Committee for the preparation of the Procedures for PSC
and associated technical review by the Sub-Committee on Pollution
Prevention and Response (PPR) (paragraph 5.45);

.5

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the five identified main
areas of recurrent findings, which lack effectiveness in implementation and
enforcement of mandatory IMO instruments and the Code for the
Implementation of Mandatory IMO Instruments and their detailed specific
related issues (paragraph 7.19.1);

.6

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the identified highest
numbers of non-conformities recorded against specific provisions of the
mandatory instruments, which demonstrate the lack of effective
implementation (paragraph 7.19.2);

.7

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the four main areas of
root causes identified that led to a majority of shortcomings
(paragraph 7.21);

.8

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the identified areas that
are in need of additional assistance to Member States and forward them to
the Technical Cooperation Committee for consideration in terms of
technical assistance to Member States (paragraph 7.27 and annex 2);

.9

agree, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, that the specific requirements
of the relevant IMO instruments identified should be reviewed in terms of their
appropriateness and effectiveness for implementation (paragraph 7.28 and
annex 3);

.10

note the progress made on the exemption of unmanned non-self-propelled
(UNSP) barges from survey and certification requirements under the
MARPOL Convention and the prospect to consider the matter further on the
basis of identified recommendations regarding exemption certificates and
the definitions or identification of UNSP barges (paragraph 8.25);

.11

approve the draft Polar Code-related amendments to the
Survey Guidelines, and decide on the vehicle for promulgating the
amendments either as an MSC resolution (option 1) or as an MSC-MEPC.5
circular (option 2) and take action, as appropriate, subject to concurrent
decision by MSC, taking into account that the amendments should be
incorporated in the draft Assembly resolution on the Survey Guidelines
under the HSSC to be considered by A 30 for adoption (paragraph 8.27
and annexes 4 and 5);

.12

approve the draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular on Unified Interpretation on the
expiry date of statutory certificates, subject to concurrent decision by MSC
(paragraph 8.28 and annex 6);

.13

approve, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the biennial status report
of the Sub-Committee for the 2016-2017 biennium (paragraph 11.2 and
annex 7);
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14.2

.14

approve, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, the proposed provisional
agenda for III 4 (paragraph 11.3 and annex 8);

.15

authorize the Sub-Committee, subject to concurrent decision by MSC, to
report the outcome of its work on matters that would require the adoption of
draft Assembly resolutions to A 30 directly (paragraph 11.7);

.16

note the non-inclusion of insurance certificates under the 2010 HNS
Convention in the list of certificates and documents required to be carried
on board ships and recommend to the Legal Committee to consider the
implications of including a certificate required by a convention that has not
yet entered into force (paragraph 13.4);

.17

approve the consolidated draft FAL.2-MEPC.1-MSC.1 circular on List of
certificates and documents required to be carried on board ships, subject to
concurrent decision by MSC, and taking into account the need to involve
the Facilitation and Legal Committees, as a joint FAL, MSC, MEPC and
LEG circular (paragraph 13.9 and annex 9); and

.18

approve the report in general.

The Maritime Safety Committee, at its ninety-seventh session, is invited to:
.1

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the issuance of
III.3/Circ.4 on Casualty Analysis and Statistics, containing observations on
the quality of reports of investigation into casualties (paragraph 4.16);

.2

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the agreed methodology
for developing Guidelines on port State control (paragraph 5.15);

.3

concur with the decision that the collection and consideration of CIC-related
information from PSC regimes do not require guidance such as the one
contained in III.2/Circ.1 on Revised process for putting forward
recommendations to the relevant IMO bodies resulting from the reports of
Concentrated Inspection Campaigns (CICs) and to inform MEPC
accordingly (paragraph 5.26);

.4

consider the recommendations by the Working Group on Measures to
harmonize port State control activities and procedures worldwide and the
Drafting Group on the Survey Guidelines under the HSSC and the
Non-exhaustive List of Obligations under Instruments relevant to the IMO
instruments Implementation Code (III Code) on early implementation of
amendments to SOLAS (paragraphs 5.41, 5.42, 8.33 and 8.34);

.5

refer the current outcome of the consideration of the draft Guidelines for
port State control officers on certification of seafarers, hours of rest and
manning to HTW 4, and the final outcome of the work of HTW 4 to III 4 in
order to finalize the draft Assembly resolution on Procedures for PSC to be
considered by A 30 for adoption (paragraph 5.47);

.6

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the five identified main
areas of recurrent findings, which lack effectiveness in implementation and
enforcement of mandatory IMO instruments and the Code for the
Implementation of Mandatory IMO Instruments and their detailed specific
related issues (paragraph 7.19.1);
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.7

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the identified highest
numbers of non-conformities recorded against specific provisions of the
mandatory instruments, which demonstrate the lack of effective
implementation (paragraph 7.19.2);

.8

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the four main areas of root
causes identified that led to a majority of shortcomings (paragraph 7.21);

.9

endorse, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the identified areas that
are in need of additional assistance to Member States and forward them to
the Technical Cooperation Committee for consideration in terms of
technical assistance to Member States (paragraph 7.27 and annex 2);

.10

agree, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, that the specific
requirements of the relevant IMO instruments identified should be reviewed in
terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness for implementation
(paragraph 7.28 and annex 3);

.11

approve the draft Polar Code-related amendments to the
Survey Guidelines, and decide on the vehicle for promulgating the
amendments either as an MSC resolution (option 1) or as an MSC-MEPC.5
circular (option 2) and take action, as appropriate, subject to concurrent
decision by MEPC, taking into account that the amendments should be
incorporated in the draft Assembly resolution on the Survey Guidelines
under the HSSC to be considered by A 30 for adoption (paragraph 8.27
and annexes 4 and 5);

.12

approve the draft MSC-MEPC.5 circular on Unified Interpretation on the
expiry date of statutory certificates, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC
(paragraph 8.28 and annex 6);

.13

approve, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the biennial status report
of the Sub-Committee for the 2016-2017 biennium (paragraph 11.2 and
annex 7);

.14

approve, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, the proposed provisional
agenda for III 4 (paragraph 11.3 and annex 8);

.15

authorize the Sub-Committee, subject to concurrent decision by MEPC, to
report the outcome of its work on matters that would require the adoption of
draft Assembly resolutions to A 30 directly (paragraph 11.7);

.16

with respect to the inclusion of insurance certificates under the 2010 HNS
Convention in the list of certificates and documents required to be carried
on board ships recommend to the Legal Committee to consider the
implications of including a certificate required by a convention that had not
yet entered into force (paragraph 13.4);

.17

approve the consolidated draft FAL.2-MEPC.1-MSC.1 circular on List of
certificates and documents required to be carried on board ships, subject to
concurrent decision by MEPC, and taking into account the need to involve
the Facilitation and Legal Committees, as a joint FAL, MSC, MEPC and
LEG circular (paragraph 13.9 and annex 9); and

.18

approve the report in general.
***
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ANNEX 1
LESSONS LEARNED FROM MARINE CASUALTIES

1

COLLISION

Very serious marine casualty: collision causing fatality
What happened?
After leaving port and after the pilot had left the vessel, a 4,000 GT general cargo vessel
found itself in a busy area with many other vessels: anchored, underway, and including
fishing vessels. As the master, alone on the bridge with the helmsman, observed some
close-by fishing vessels passing from the starboard to port side, he altered course to
starboard to give more room for the fishing vessels. Then he concentrated on passing
another vessel at anchor. The speed had increased somewhat after the pilot had left. The
whistle was not ready for use.
Meanwhile, a 5 GT fishing vessel with a crew of two had set the trawl for the first catch of the
day. The intention was then to turn to port in order to avoid obstructions on the bottom as
well as reach the desired direction.
At the collision, the larger vessel struck the fishing vessel at her starboard side. The skipper
of the fishing vessel drowned due to the occurrence.
Why did it happen?
There was a lack of lookout and follow-up on both vessels. A contributing factor was that the
master of the larger vessel did not fully understand the procedure of trawling.
What can we learn?
It is essential to keep a proper look-out at all times.
The whistle should be available to be used at all times as a further means to avoid a
collision.
All vessels should proceed at safe speed at all times.
Who may benefit?
Seafarers.
2

FATALITY

Very serious marine casualty: tug master struck by a falling stores container
What happened?
While discharging a routine parcel of crude oil alongside an oil terminal, a 58,000 GT tanker
was simultaneously using its crane to receive stores from a barge (with an assist tug), which
was secured on the tanker's seaside. The barge had two deckhands and the tug master in
attendance. The storing operation was being conducted by six members of the tanker's crew,
who were being supervised by the off-duty third mate. An additional officer had also been
called to assist. The Bosun was operating the crane while the remaining crew/officer were
engaged in unloading the stores and transferring them to the galley.
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The procedure for the operation was as follows:


The vessel's crane hook was lowered to the barge.



The crane hook was fitted with a four-legged chain sling.



Two web slings (left in place under the container when it had been loaded onto
the barge) were attached to the chain sling arrangement.



A deckhand on the barge signalled to the Bosun by hand that the lift was ready,
and the Bosun then operated the crane.



As the weight came on the chain slings, the barge deckhands held the slings as
far out toward the sides of the container as possible.



The container was then lifted from the deck of the barge.



When the container was above shoulder height, the two deckhands moved aft
along the barge to positions clear of the area under the lift.

After transferring the first container to the tanker, the barge deckhands arranged for a second
container to be transferred. They then moved away, leaving the tug master on the main deck
of the barge to look out for the returning first container. On board the tanker, the second
container was being emptied while the nearly empty first container was prepared to be
transferred back to the barge with some frozen fish to be returned.
The assisting officer placed the web slings under the container's open forklift tyne slots,
hooked up the ship's crane and, after some adjustment to make the container and slings
stable, directed the lift towards the barge. Once the container cleared the ship's rail, the
officer moved his attention away from the site. As the container was being lowered, it rotated
out of the slings and fell onto the barge below, striking the tug master who was standing
under it.
Why did it happen?


The stores container was incorrectly rigged on board the tanker. While the
barge crew knew where and how to place the slings, they assumed that the
ship's crew would likewise return the container. However, the web slings were
passed through the open forklift tyne slots rather than the closed tyne holes. As
a result, the container was easily unbalanced and toppled free from its slings as
it was being lowered to the barge.



The tanker's crew did not warn the crew of the barge of the returning container
and thus, the barge crew did not pay attention to the operation. As a result, they
were not aware that the container was being returned.



There was lack of supervision during the storing operation despite two officers
being present. As a result, the crane operator was, in the absence of any other
clear direction, the person in charge.



The ship's and the barge's crews viewed the storing operation as a routine task
and had developed a false sense of security about the dangers associated with
loading and unloading stores.

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Annex 1, page 3
What can we learn?


Relevant and appropriate job hazard analysis, risk assessment and tool box
talks, even for tasks that seem routine, can increase awareness of the risks
involved.



Effective communication between the involved parties can help to ensure that
everyone has the same mental model of a hazardous situation.



When in doubt, ship's officers and crew should seek clarification from senior
officers and/or shore contractors, especially when handling non-ship's
equipment.



Personnel involved in cargo operations should always stand clear of suspended loads.

Who may benefit?
Seafarers, shipowners, ship managers.
3

FATALITY

Very serious marine casualty: able bodied seaman struck by debris from exploding
windlass motor
What happened?
While waiting for its berth to load a cargo of coal, a 39,000 GT bulk carrier anchored in
a designated anchoring position as provided by the port authority. The next day the port
authority instructed the vessel to shift its anchor position further south, and the vessel then
re-anchored and brought up to seven shackles on deck on its port anchor. The nature of the
sea-bed at a depth of 53 metres was a mixture of fine sand and shells.
Two days later, while still at anchor the wind speed increased to Force 6. Sea swell was
about 2-3 metres. The chief mate was sent to check on the anchor cable. The officer
reported dust coming out of the windlass, there was excessive weight on the anchor cable
and the bow securing pin was bent.
The bow securing pin from the starboard anchor was used to replace the one on the port
anchor cable, which also got bent shortly afterwards. A stainless steel rod was then
fabricated on board to replace the newly bent pin.
At night time the duty officer, who was asked to check on the condition of the cable, reported
that the distance from the nearest ship was reducing and confirmed that own vessel was
dragging anchor. Stations were called and main engines were prepared. The hydraulic power
pack for the windlass was switched on. The chief officer, along with six crew at the
forecastle, prepared to heave the anchor. As the cable was up and down, the master used
the engines (half ahead) to keep the vessel away from dragging onto the nearby ship. The
anchor cable lay astern as the vessel moved ahead and dredged on its anchor.
Subsequently, moderate weight came on the cable and the cable came back to up and
down. Heaving of the anchor resumed. The master then notified the port authority of his
intention to shift the anchor position.

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Annex 1, page 4
Subsequently, the lay of the anchor cable changed from up and down to ahead medium stay
to abeam short stay to astern. At some point when the cable was leading astern the anchor
could not be heaved up any further. As the attempt to heave the anchor continued, the crew
saw sparks flying out of the port windlass. The windlass operator, an able bodied seaman,
applied the brake on the anchor cable. Soon after, the windlass motor exploded and flying
debris from the explosion hit the windlass operator on his neck and jaw.
The power to the windlass was stopped by the other crew and the brake was re-applied.
On-site first aid and pressure to the wound of the injured operator were applied by the crew.
The master requested medical assistance. An hour later the injured operator stopped
responding and was declared deceased by paramedics an hour thereafter.
The port anchor was subsequently heaved up using the motor from the starboard windlass.
The anchor was noted to be fouled with an abandoned anchor chain on the sea-bed.
Why did it happen?


Operation of the port windlass hydraulic motor in the reverse direction would
have resulted in severe rise of hydraulic pressure inside the motor due to the
positive displacement pumping action, causing the motor to explode.



The loading capacity of the windlass was exceeded due to dragging anchor,
shock loading due to heavy rolling and pitching of the vessel in severe
conditions, frictional force due to chain rubbing against the hull and fouling of
the anchor by an abandoned anchor chain.



The master had not fully assessed the future weather conditions at the
anchorage to prepare for heaving the anchor before the weather worsened.



The windlass manufacturer had not provided any safety guards around the
windlass on existing vessels to protect the crew. These however had been
provided on new vessels.

What can we learn?


Appropriate training and familiarization on board is necessary to ensure the
correct handling procedure for the anchor windlass and vessel, with special
emphasis on circumstances such as anchor dragging, adverse weather
conditions, anchor fouling, etc. which may place excessive load on the windlass
equipment.



Severe weather conditions can place excessive loads on the windlass motor
and ship's crew should take appropriate precautions in a timely manner to avoid
such loads.



Physical guards may protect crew from potential explosion of a windlass
hydraulic motor.

Who may benefit?
Seafarers, shipowners, ship managers.
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4

FATALITY

Very serious marine casualty: master and oiler struck by deck cargo in bad weather
What happened?
While on passage in bad weather, the master of a 23,000 GT bulk carrier summoned crew
members to the main deck in order to secure some loosened deck cargo lashings. A high
wave struck the vessel, causing further shifting of the deck cargo and the breaking up of
cargo lashings. It is believed that the shifting cargo hit the master and an oiler, although
nobody witnessed the accident happen at the material time.
Nearby ships were called for help. As a result, a naval ship arrived to provide assistance to
the vessel. A helicopter was arranged to transfer the injured oiler, who was in a stable
condition, to the nearest hospital ashore, but the master was declared deceased.
Why did it happen?


The rolling and pitching of the vessel causing the cargo to shift.



The master and crew accepted working in an unsafe environment.



There was a lack of an effective risk assessment with regard to the hazards
involved in securing the loosened deck cargo lashings.



The master was overconfident in securing the deck cargo lashings without
following company safety procedures, and in carrying out the work himself
instead of arranging and supervising other crew members to do so.

What can we learn?


Risk assessment is essential and helpful in order to assess and improve ship
operations with respect to the reduction of fatalities and hazards to the crew, the
vessel, and the environment.



The identification, assessment, and management of risk must be dealt with in
identifying the elements to be assessed, the reason for the assessment, details
of the activities related to them, and to establish adequate controls and
procedures. In this accident, nobody, not even the master, was designated for
supervision and there was no effective communication between the working
crew. A proper risk assessment of working in bad weather conditions must be
conducted and discussed before commencing operations on the weather deck,
such as securing deck cargo lashings, mooring, or electrical jobs.



A proper risk assessment must be conducted before any work on deck when
bad weather is forecasted. The results of the risk assessment should be
discussed with the crew and all controls to mitigate the risks should be in place
before work begins.



Regular safety meetings are important opportunities for all crew members to
evaluate and discuss their safety sense and improve their knowledge and
approach to any shipboard operation.
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Who may benefit?
Seafarers, shipowners, ship managers.
5

FATALITY

Very serious marine casualty: fatality following entry of an enclosed space
What happened?
A 24,000 GT general cargo ship was discharging a bulk coal cargo. When the cargo
discharge from one of the cargo holds had been completed, the second deck officer (the 2/O)
decided to check the structural integrity of the cargo hold and entered the space without
informing others. When an able bodied seaman (the AB) failed to received feedback to his
portable radio call to the 2/O, he decided to look for him. When the AB noticed that the cargo
hold access hatch cover was open for no apparent reason, he entered the space through the
hatch access. Before the AB could call the chief officer about his finding the 2/O, who had
lost consciousness inside the space, he collapsed with the 2/O.
When the missing 2/O and AB came to the mind of the chief officer and they failed to
respond to his portable radio call, the chief officer instructed a sailor to look for them. The
sailor eventually managed to discover from outside the cargo hold access hatch that the AB
was lying inside the space, and he decided to rescue him by entering the space. Once inside
the space, he felt dizzy but managed to call the chief officer before fainting. When the chief
officer went to the cargo hold access hatch and realized the situation, he returned to the
accommodation, triggered the general alarm to summon a rescue team and notified the port
authority, requesting help.
The rescue team successfully brought out the three crew members from inside the space.
They were then taken to hospital ashore. The 2/O was later certified deceased. The sailor
and the AB recovered on the same day.
Why did it happen?


Safety procedures for entry of an enclosed space (Safety Management Manual,
SOLAS regulation III/19 and resolution A.1050(27)) were not followed.



There was a communication breakdown among working crew on board. The
2/O failed to use a safe alternative access to the cargo hold, which was a ladder
used by stevedores for cleaning the cargo hold throughout that day.



The victims did not use personal protective equipment suitable for enclosed
space entry, and they did not have permission to enter the space.

What can we learn?


Numerous enclosed space accidents are the result of non-compliance with
safety procedures for entering an enclosed space.



Never enter an enclosed space unless safety procedures for entering an
enclosed space are in place, including arrangements for dealing with
emergencies and rescue.
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No attempt should be made to rescue someone unless safety procedures for
entering an enclosed space are followed.



The atmosphere in an enclosed space can quickly become hazardous.



Within an enclosed space, if a person perceives changes to their well-being, or
suspects an emerging serious and imminent risk, the space should be vacated
immediately.



Enclosed space entry and rescue drills must be conducted and participated in
as required by SOLAS regulation III/19.

Who may benefit?
Seafarers, shipowners, ship managers.

***
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ANNEX 2
AREAS WHERE ASSISTANCE COULD BE PROVIDED TO MEMBER STATES
Major area

Sub-categories of finding

Flag State
Surveyors (FSS)

Training programmes

Proposed assistance to
Member States
Development of a structured model
programme for training of FSS.

Remarks
-

such a programme should include initial and
refresher training of FSS;

-

the need for on the job training under the
mentorship of a qualified surveyor should be
taken into account in the syllabus of the
programme;

-

instructions on how to approach development
of a training programme available in some
Member States (e.g. USA) can be made
available;

-

options
could
be
explored
of
developing/delivering such a programme
through the affiliated institutions (e.g. World
Maritime University (WMU), International
Safety Security & Environment Academy
(IMSSEA)).
entry qualification requirement for FSS has
been considered as area for implementation of
Member States, taking into account their own
circumstances and the minimum requirements
in the III Code;

Awareness and guidance through a
"III Code – How-to-do-it" document.

Qualification

Development
of
guidance
on standardization of a formalized
training programme that leads to the
same
standard
of
surveyor's
experience and competency as that
required in paragraphs 29.1, 29.2 and
32 of the III Code.
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Major area

Sub-categories of finding
Responsibilities,
and interrelation

Proposed assistance to
Member States
authority To be considered by individual
Member States in the scope of
development of the overall strategy
and its details.

Remarks

To be included in the training
programme for FSS in order to raise
awareness of the requirements and
possible ways of organizing the
activities in the related areas of work.
Training of FSS

Delivery of training for FSS, where necessary, under the ITCP, in
accordance with the programmes to
be developed.

Member State could be encouraged to use the
assistance of third parties in providing various
elements of training of FSS

Technical cooperation with other
States willing to assist or through
regional MOUs.
Documented system for Awareness and guidance through a qualification and updating of "III Code – How-to-do-it" document.
knowledge
To be included in the training
programme for FSS in order to raise
awareness of the requirements.

additional guidelines on how to establish a
document system for qualification and
updating of knowledge of FSS could be
included in the training of FSS or made
available as a guidance document (possibly as
part of "III Code – How to do it");

Development of additional guidelines on how to establish a document
system for qualification and updating
of knowledge of FSS.

options of development of an information
system for documenting activities in the areas
of FSS could be explored in order for such a
system to be made available to Member State
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Major area
Delegation of
authority

Initial actions/
Legislation

Sub-categories of finding

Proposed assistance to
Remarks
Member States
Evaluation of ROs
Development
of
a
programme - to use III Code and RO Code provisions as a
covering
all
areas
under
delegation
of
basis for the programme;
Agreement
authority
and
its
inclusion
in
future
Instructions to ROs
training programmes.
- to include as part of current programmes (e.g.
Providing
ROs
with
FSI seminars) or to deliver as a self-standing
instruments of national law
Awareness and guidance through a
programme.
and interpretations
"III Code - How-to-do-it" document.
Oversight programme
Promulgation
Enforcement provisions
Lack of personnel

Options for Member States that need assistance
in
drafting
national
legislation:
-

-

-

to request assistance from
other Member States under a bilateral cooperation;
to request assistance of other
Member States through IMO;
to request technical assistance
mission from IMO in order to
assist in drafting national
legislation;

Awareness and guidance through a
"III Code – How-to-do-it" document.
Implementation

Lack of implementation of To be considered by individual
policies through issuance of Member States in the scope of
national legislation and development of the overall strategy.
guidance
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Major area

Sub-categories of finding

Proposed assistance to
Member States
To be considered by individual
Member States in the scope of
development of national legislation.

Remarks

To be considered by individual
Member States in the scope of
development
of
policies
and
procedures
within
the
quality
standards system.
Awareness and guidance through a
"III Code - How-to-do-it" document.
Assign responsibilities

To be considered by individual
Member States in the scope of
development of the overall strategy.
Guidelines to be developed on the
development and implementation of
the overall strategy.
Awareness and guidance through a
"III Code – How-to-do-it" document.

Administrative
instructions/interpretative
national regulations

Awareness and guidance through a
"III Code – How-to-do-it" document.

Absence of guidance for the Development of additional guidance.
requirements left to the
satisfaction
of
the Awareness and guidance through a
Administration
"III Code – How-to-do-it" document.
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Major area

Enforcement

Sub-categories of finding

Proposed assistance to
Member States

Remarks
-

Could be developed as part of "III Code – How
to do it"

Enforcement measures
Development of additional guidance.
Control and monitoring
Awareness and guidance through a
programme
Qualified personnel and "III Code – How-to-do-it" document.
training
Corrective measures
Issuing certificates
Establishing processes for
PSC

Could be developed as part of "III Code – How
to do it"

***
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ANNEX 3
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF THE RELEVANT IMO INSTRUMENTS WHICH MIGHT NEED TO BE REVIEWED
IN TERMS OF THEIR APPROPRIATENESS AND EFFECTIVENESS FOR IMPLEMENTATION
Convention
SOLAS 1974

MARPOL

Provisions identified from Details of the provision
Remarks
analysis of CASR
Article III b)
Communicate and deposit the text of laws,
decrees, orders and regulations which shall
have been promulgated on the various
matters within the scope of the Convention.
Article III c)

Communicate and deposit a sufficient
number of specimens of their Certificates
issued under the provisions of the present
Convention for circulation to the Contracting
Governments for the information of their
officers.

Article 11 a)

Communicate the text of laws, orders,
decrees and regulations and other
instruments which have been promulgated
on the various matters within the scope of
the present Convention.

Article 11 c)

Communicate a sufficient number of
specimens of their certificates issued under
the provisions of the Regulations.

Article 11 e)

Communicate official reports or summaries Related content of MEPC/Circ.318 could also
of official reports in so far as they show the be assessed
results of the application of the present
Convention.
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Convention
STCW 1978

Provisions identified from Details of the provision
Remarks
analysis of CASR
Article IV a)
Communicate the text of laws, decrees,
orders,
regulations
and
instruments
promulgated on various matters within the
scope of the Convention.
Article IV c)

Communicate a sufficient number of
specimen certificates issued in compliance
with the Convention.

STCW 1978

Article VIII

Parties should send a report to the
Secretary-General giving information of the
total number of dispensations in respect of
each capacity for which a certificate is
required that have been issued during the
year to sea-going ships, together with
information as to the numbers of those ships
above and below 1,600 gross register
tonnes respectively.

STCW 1978

Regulation I/8

Implementation and maintenance
quality standards system.

LL 1966

Article 26 a)

Communicate a sufficient number of
specimens of their certificates issued under
the provisions of the Convention for
circulation to the Contracting Governments;
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Identified as an area that would benefit from
additional clarity and may need additional
guidance to assist Member States in the
implementation.

a In relation to regulation I/8 the group decided
to bring to the attention of the Committees the
fact that existence of findings indicating the
lack of implementation of quality standards
system and/or its periodic independent
evaluation might be indicative of the need to
assess this element of the white list review
process.
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Convention

Tonnage 1969

Provisions identified from Details of the provision
analysis of CASR
Article 26 b)

Communicate the text of the laws, decrees,
orders, regulations and other instruments
which shall have been promulgated on the
various matters within the scope of the
present Convention.

Article 15 a)

Communicate a sufficient number of
specimens of their certificates issued for
circulation to the Contracting Governments;

Article 15 b)

Communicate the text of the laws, orders,
decrees, regulations and other instruments
which shall have been promulgated on the
various matters within the scope of the
Convention.

***
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ANNEX 4
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER
THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION, 2015
FOR SHIPS OPERATING IN POLAR WATERS
Note: The struck-out text indicates deletions and the underlined text shows additions or
changes to the Survey Guidelines.
1
1.1.7

Proposed amendments to the General – 1 INTRODUCTION
International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code).

1.2
These guidelines take into account amendments to statutory instruments which have
entered into force up to and including 31 December 2015 and the Polar Code and related
amendments to SOLAS and MARPOL, which are expected to enter into force 1 January
2017 (see appendix 1) and contain the following:
2

Proposed amendments to General – 3 APPLICATION AND ARRANGEMENT OF
THE GUIDELINES

3.8
On the left-hand side of each item to be surveyed may be found two letters in
brackets, the first indicating the certificate to which the survey relates, as follows:

3
4.8

(P)

for the Passenger Ship Safety Certificate;

(W)

for the Polar Ship Certificate;

Proposed amendments to the General – 4 DESCRIPTION OF THE VARIOUS
TYPES OF SURVEYS
Completion of surveys

4.8.1bis Although the Polar Code does not contain specific requirements, if the ship is trading
in polar waters, and a survey shows that the condition of the ship or its equipment does not
correspond substantially with the particulars of the Polar Ship Certificate, or the ship is not fit to
operate in polar waters without danger to the ship, or persons on board, or without presenting
unreasonable threat of harm to the environment, the officer of the Administration, nominated
surveyor or recognized organization should, nevertheless, be guided by 4.8.1. The validity of
the Polar Ship Certificate does not affect the validity of other certificates.
4
5.2

Proposed amendments to General – 5 AMPLIFICATION OF TERMS AND
CONDITIONS
Extending to five years a certificate issued for less than five years

References: SOLAS 74/88 regulation I/14(c), LLC 66/88 article 19(3), MARPOL Annex I
regulation 10.3, MARPOL Annex II regulation 10.3, MARPOL Annex IV regulation 8.3,
MARPOL Annex VI regulation 9.3, IBC Code regulation 1.5.6.3, IGC Code regulation
1.5.6.3, BCH Code regulation 1.6.6.3, and Polar Code part I-A chapter 1 paragraph 1.3.6.
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Where a certificate has been issued for a period of less than five years, it is permissible
under these regulations or article to extend the certificate so that its maximum period of
validity is five years provided that the pattern of surveys for a certificate with a five year
period of validity is maintained (see appendix 2). This means that, for example, if a request
is made to extend a two year Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate to five years, then a
periodical and two further annual surveys, as detailed in SOLAS 74/88 regulation I/8, would
be required. Also, for example, if it was intended to extend a four year Cargo Ship Safety
Construction Certificate to five years, then an additional annual survey would be required,
as detailed in SOLAS 74/88 regulation I/10. Where a certificate has been so extended, it is
still permissible to also extend the certificate under SOLAS 74/88 regulations I/14(e) and
(f), LLC 66/88 articles 19(5) and (6), MARPOL Annex I regulations 10.5 and 10.6,
MARPOL Annex II regulations 10.5 and 10.6, MARPOL Annex IV regulations 8.5 and 8.6,
MARPOL Annex VI regulations 9.5 and 9.6, IBC Code regulations 1.5.6.5 and 1.5.6.6,
IGC Code, regulations 1.5.6.5 and 1.5.6.6, BCH Code regulations 1.6.6.5 and 1.6.6.6,
when no additional surveys would be required but, of course, the new certificate issued
after the renewal survey would date from the five-year expiry of the existing certificate, in
accordance with SOLAS 74/88 regulation I/14(b)(ii), LLC 66/88 article 19(2)(b), MARPOL
Annex I regulation 10.2.2, MARPOL Annex II regulation 10.2.2, MARPOL Annex IV
regulation 8.2.2, MARPOL Annex VI regulation 9.2.2, IBC Code regulation 1.5.6.2.2, IGC
Code regulation 1.5.6.2.2, and BCH Code regulation 1.6.6.2.2 and Polar Code part I-A
chapter 1 paragraph 1.3.6.
5.4

Definition of "short voyage"

References: SOLAS 74/88 regulation I/14(f), LLC 66/88 article 19(6), MARPOL Annex I
regulation 10.6, MARPOL Annex II regulation 10.6, MARPOL Annex IV regulation 8.6,
MARPOL Annex VI regulation 9.6, IBC Code regulation 1.5.6.6, IGC Code regulation 1.5.6.6,
BCH Code regulation 1.6.6.6, Polar Code part I-A chapter 1 paragraph 1.3.6.
5.5

Application of "special circumstances"

References: SOLAS 74/88 regulation I/14(g), LLC 66/88 article 19(7), MARPOL Annex I,
regulation 10.7, MARPOL Annex II regulation 10.7, MARPOL Annex IV regulation 8.7,
MARPOL Annex VI regulation 9.7, IBC Code regulation 1.5.6.7, IGC Code regulation 1.5.6.7,
and BCH Code regulation 1.6.6.7 and Polar Code part I-A chapter 1 paragraph 1.3.6.
5.6

Revalidation of certificates

References: SOLAS 74/88 regulation I/14(i)(i), LLC 66/88 article 19(9)(c), MARPOL Annex I
regulation 10.9.1, MARPOL Annex II regulation 10.9.1, MARPOL Annex IV regulation 8.8.1,
MARPOL Annex VI regulation 9.9.1, IBC Code regulation 1.5.6.9.1, IGC Code
regulation 1.5.6.9.1, and BCH Code regulation 1.6.6.9.1 and Polar Code part I-A chapter 1
paragraph 1.3.6.
5.13

Surveys for ships intended to operate in polar waters

In accordance with SOLAS 74/88 regulations XIV/2.1 and 3.1, MARPOL Annex I
regulation 47, MARPOL Annex II regulation 22, MARPOL Annex IV regulation 18 and
MARPOL Annex V regulation 14, the Polar Code is a standalone instrument, providing
additional requirements to SOLAS 74/88 and MARPOL for ships intended to operate in polar
waters. The requirements of the Polar Code should be surveyed in the context of the surveys
under SOLAS 74/88 and MARPOL, but do not form separate survey types.
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For MARPOL Annexes I, II and IV, the compliance with the Polar Code should be indicated
on the International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate, the International Pollution Prevention
Certificate for the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk and the International
Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate. With respect to for SOLAS 74/88, the Polar Ship
Certificate should be issued (Polar Code, paragraph 1.3) and endorsed for compliance with
the Polar Code. The Polar Ship Certificate should be perceived as an additional certificate to
SOLAS certificates for ships intended to operate in polar waters, and the validities of other
certificates are not affected by it when a ship stay outside of polar areas.
Although there is no dedicated type of survey associated with the Polar Ship Certificate, the
following types of survey are applicable in the Survey Guidelines in annex 4 and contain
survey items specific to the Polar Ship Certificate:
(1)

Initial Survey would confirm the survey scopes of the items related to
part I-A of the Polar Code with respect to the initial surveys of Safety
Construction, Safety Equipment and Safety Radio of cargo ships or the
initial survey of Passenger Ship Safety Certificate;

(2)

Annual Survey would confirm the survey scopes of the items related to part
I-A of the Polar Code with respect to the periodical Safety Radio survey and
the annual Safety Construction and Safety Equipment surveys of cargo
ships;

(3)

Intermediate Survey would confirm the survey scopes of the items related
to part I-A of the Polar Code with respect to the intermediate Safety
Construction survey of cargo ships;

(4)

Periodical Survey (second or third year of its validity) would confirm the
survey scopes of the items related to part I-A of the Polar Code with respect
to the periodical Safety Equipment survey of cargo ships; and

(5)

Renewal Survey would confirm the survey scopes of the items related to
part I-A of the Polar Code with respect to the renewal surveys of Safety
Construction, Safety Equipment and Safety Radio of cargo ships or the
renewal survey of Passenger Ship Safety Certificate;

For a Polar Ship Certificate issued to a cargo ship, the endorsements of the certificate for
annual survey, intermediate survey and periodical survey would confirm the satisfactory
completion of the survey scopes as stated respectively in (2) to (4) of paragraph 5.13.
For a Polar Ship Certificate issued to a passenger ship, only the endorsements in
accordance with SOLAS 74/88 regulations I/14(d) and I/14(e) or I/14(f) are applicable.
After the relevant surveys under the related SOLAS certificates, together with the survey
items relevant to the Polar Code are carried out, the relevant SOLAS certificates should,
then, be endorsed prior to the Polar Ship Certificate being issued/ endorsed.
In case the Polar Ship Certificate has ceased to be valid or expired for a period of time and
other certificates remain valid, the Administration may require, as deemed appropriate, a
survey, which only addresses the survey items additional to the survey items under the
related SOLAS certificates for reinstating the validity of the Polar Ship Certificate. The
duration of the related SOLAS certificates should remain unchanged.

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Annex 4, page 4
5

Proposed amendments to annex 3 – SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE
MARPOL CONVENTION – (O) 1 GUIDELINES FOR SURVEYS FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL OIL POLLUTION PREVENTION CERTIFICATE

(OI)

1.1.1.4
examining the oil residue (sludge) tank and standard discharge
arrangements (MARPOL 90/04/09 Annex I regulations12 and 13, and where
applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.2.4);

(OI)

1.1.1.5

examining oil fuel tank protection arrangements (MARPOL 90/04
Annex I regulation 12A, and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A
chapter 1.2.1);

(OI)

1.1.1.6

confirming that requirements regarding capacity and protection of oil
fuel tanks are complied with (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I regulation 12A,
and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.2.1);

(OI)

1.1.1.7

examining the shipboard oil pollution emergency plan or in the case of
a chemical/product tanker the shipboard marine pollution emergency
plan (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I regulation 37, and where applicable,
Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.1).

(OI)

1.1.2.5

examining, as appropriate, the arrangements for the prevention of oil
pollution in the event of collision or stranding (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I
regulations 19 to 22, and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A
chapters 1.2.2 and 1.2.3);

(OI)

1.1.3.5

confirming that the oil residue (sludge) tank and its discharge
arrangements are satisfactory and, when the size of the sludge tank is
approved on the basis of such installations, confirming the satisfactory
operation of homogenizers, sludge incinerators or other recognized
means for the control of sludge (MARPOL 90/04/09 Annex I
regulation 12, and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter
1.2.4);

(OI)

1.1.3.7

confirming oil fuel tank protection arrangements (MARPOL 90/04
Annex I regulation 12A, and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A
chapter 1.2.1).

(OI)

1.1.4.11

confirming, as appropriate, that the arrangements for the prevention of
oil pollution in the event of collision or stranding are in accordance with
the approved plans (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I regulations 19 to 22,
Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.2.2 and 1.2.3);

(OI)

1.1.5.3

confirming that the shipboard oil pollution emergency plan or, in the
case of a chemical/product tanker, a shipboard marine pollution
emergency plan has been provided (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I
regulation 37, and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.1);

(OI)

1.1.6.7

confirming that the shipboard oil pollution emergency plan or in the
case of a chemical/product tanker a shipboard marine pollution
emergency plan has been provided (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I
regulation 37, and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.1);

(OA)

1.2.1.12bis checking, as appropriate, the validity of the Polar Ship Certificate;

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

III 3/14
Annex 4, page 5
(OA)

1.2.1.19

checking whether the appropriate entries have been made in Part I of
the Oil Record Book (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I regulation 17, and where
applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.1);

(OA)

1.2.1.21

confirming that the oil pollution emergency plan or, in the case of a
chemical/product tanker, a shipboard marine pollution emergency plan,
is on board (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I regulation 37, and where
applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.1).

(OA)

1.2.2.5

checking whether the appropriate entries have been made in Part II of
the Oil Record Book (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I regulation 36, and where
applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.1);

(OA)

1.2.3.4

checking that the arrangement of oil residue (sludge) tank and its
discharge arrangements are satisfactory and confirming that, where
applicable, homogenizers, sludge incinerators or other recognized
means for the control of sludge are satisfactory (MARPOL 90/04/09
Annex I regulation 12, and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A
chapter 1.2.4);

(OA)

1.2.4.11

confirming, as appropriate and as practicable, that the arrangements
for the prevention of oil pollution in the event of collision or stranding
are approved and are satisfactory (MARPOL 90/04 Annex I
regulations 19 to 22, and where applicable Polar Code part II-A
chapter 1.2.2 and 1.2.3);

(OR)

1.4.4.11

confirming, as appropriate and as practicable, that the arrangements
for the prevention of oil pollution in the event of collision or stranding
are satisfactory (MARPOL 73/78/90/04 Annex I regulations 19 to 22,
and where applicable Polar Code part II-A chapter 1.2.2 and 1.2.3);

6

Proposed amendments to annex 3 – SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE
MARPOL CONVENTION – (N) 2 GUIDELINES FOR SURVEYS FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL POLLUTION PREVENTION CERTIFICATE FOR THE
CARRIAGE OF NOXIOUS LIQUID SUBSTANCES IN BULK

(NI)

2.1.1.8

examining the Procedures and Arrangements Manual (including cargo
carriage requirements to meet Annex II regulations) (MARPOL 90/04
Annex II regulation 14 and App.4, and where applicable, Polar Code
part II-A chapter 2, MEPC.1/Circ.856);

(NI)

2.1.1.9

examining the shipboard marine pollution emergency plan
(MARPOL 90/04 Annex II regulation 17, and where applicable,
Polar Code part II-A chapter 2);

(NI)

2.1.3.1

confirming that Procedures and Arrangements Manual has been
provided (MARPOL 90/04 Annex II regulation 14, and where
applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 2, MEPC.1/Circ.856);

(NI)

2.1.3.2

confirming that the Cargo Record Book has been provided
(MARPOL 90/04 Annex II regulation 15, and where applicable,
Polar Code part II-A chapter 2);
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(NI)

2.1.3.3

confirming that the shipboard marine pollution emergency plan is
provided (MARPOL 04 Annex II, regulation 17, and where applicable,
Polar Code part II-A chapter 2).

(NA)

2.2.1.11bis checking, as appropriate, the validity of the Polar Ship Certificate;

(NA)

2.2.1.15

confirming that the Procedures and Arrangements Manual is on board
(MARPOL 90/04 Annex II regulation 14, and where applicable, Polar
Code part II-A chapter 2, MEPC.1/Circ.856);

(NA)

2.2.1.16

confirming that the Cargo Record Book is being correctly used
(MARPOL 90/04 Annex II regulation 15, and where applicable, Polar
Code part II-A chapter 2);

(NA)

2.2.1.17

confirming that the shipboard marine pollution emergency plan is on
board (MARPOL 90/04 Annex II regulation 17, and where applicable,
Polar Code part II-A chapter 2);

7

Proposed amendments to annex 3 – SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE
MARPOL CONVENTION – (S) 3 GUIDELINES FOR SURVEYS FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL SEWAGE POLLUTION PREVENTION CERTIFICATE

(SR)

3.2.1.13bis checking, as appropriate, the validity of the Polar Ship Certificate;

(SR)

3.2.2.3

8

Proposed amendments to annex 4 – SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER
MANDATORY CODES

(W)

3

GUIDELINES FOR THE SURVEYS FOR THE POLAR SHIP
CERTIFICATE ADDITIONAL TO SOLAS CERTIFICATES

(WI)

3.1

Initial surveys – see part "General" paragraph 5.13(1)

confirming that a procedure for discharge of animal effluent is
implemented on board (MARPOL 73/78/07 Annex IV regulation 11.1.1,
and where applicable, Polar Code part II-A chapter 4.2);

(WI)

3.1.1

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the examination of plans and designs of
the hull, machinery and equipment should consist of:

(WI)

3.1.1.1
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, confirming that
(Add. to PI, CI, the design service temperature of the systems and equipment
EI, RI)
required by this Code are consistent with the polar service
temperature specified for the ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 1.4.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.2
for ships operating in low air temperature, confirming that the design
(Add. to PI, EI, maximum service time of the survival systems and equipment are
RI)
consistent with the maximum expected rescue time of the vessel at
polar service temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 1.4.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.3
reviewing the operational assessment of the ship and its equipment
(Add. to PI, CI, (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 1.5);
EI, RI)
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(WI)

3.1.1.4
examining the plans and designs for materials of exposed structures
(Add. to PI, CI) and scantlings of the ship, confirming that the materials and the
scantlings are according to the polar service temperature and ice
strengthening standards, where applicable for the category of the
ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 3.3.1 and 3.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.5
examining the stability information, including the damage stability
(Add. to PI, CI) information, where applicable, and loading instrument as
appropriate, with icing allowance in the stability calculations (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 4.3.1.1 and 4.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.6
examining whether structures and installations are designed with a
(Add. to PI, CI) view of minimizing the accretion of ice (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 4.3.1.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.7
examining whether the ship is equipped with efficient means for
(Add. to PI, CI) removing ice as required by the Administration (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 4.3.1.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.8
examining the means to remove or prevent ice and snow accretion
(Add. to PI, CI) around hatches and doors. For ships intended to operate in low air
temperature, examining the means for prevention of freezing or
excessive viscosity of liquids for hydraulically operated hatches and
doors as mentioned in the PWOM (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 5.3.1 and
5.3.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.9
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, confirming the
(Add. to PI, CI) design of the watertight and weathertight doors, hatches and closing
devices, not within habitable environment and require access while
at sea, are operable by personnel wearing heavy winter clothing
including thick mittens (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 5.3.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.10
examining the means for protecting machinery installations and
(Add. to PI, CI) associated equipment against the effect of ice accretion and/or snow
accumulation, ice ingestion from sea water, freezing and increased
viscosity of liquids, seawater intake temperature and snow ingestion,
and that seawater supplies for machinery systems are designed to
prevent ingestion of ice (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.1.1, 6.3.1.2
and 6.3.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.11
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, confirming that
(Add. to PI, CI) the exposed machinery and electrical installation and appliances are
fit for the polar service temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
6.3.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.12
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, confirming that
(Add. to PI, CI) means are provided to ensure that combustion air for internal
combustion engines driving essential machinery is maintained at a
temperature in compliance with the criteria provided by the engine
manufacturer (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.2.2);
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(WI)

3.1.1.13
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining the
(Add. to PI, CI) plans for materials of the exposed machinery and foundations,
confirming that the materials are approved according to applicable
standards, taking into account the polar service temperature and the
required ice strengthening (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.2.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.14
examining the plans and design of the scantlings of propeller blades,
(Add. to PI, CI) propulsion line, steering equipment and other appendages,
confirming that they are approved according to the polar service
temperature if applicable and ice strengthening standards, where
applicable for the category of the ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
6.3.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.15
examining that all components of fire safety systems and appliances
(Add. to PI, EI) if installed in exposed positions are protected from ice accretion and
snow accumulation according to the operational assessment
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.16
examining the design of fire safety systems and appliances for
(Add. to PI, EI) operation by persons wearing bulky and cumbersome cold weather
gear including gloves, where appropriate (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.17
examining the means to remove or prevent ice and snow accretion
(Add. to PI, EI) from accesses of fire safety systems and appliances, escape routes,
muster stations, embarkation areas, survival craft, its launching
appliances and access to survival craft according to the PWOM
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.4 and 8.3.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.18
confirming that the extinguishing media is suitable for the intended
(Add. to PI, EI) operation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.5);

(WI)

3.1.1.19
examining that all components of fire safety systems and appliances
(Add. to PI, EI) are designed to ensure availability and effectiveness under the polar
service temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.20
examining that the isolating and pressure/vacuum valves in exposed
(Add. to PI, EI) locations are protected from ice accretion and remain accessible at
all time (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.21
examining that all two-way portable radio communication equipment
(Add. to PI, EI) capable to operate at the polar service temperature (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 7.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.22
examining that the fire pumps including emergency fire pumps,
(Add. to PI, EI) water mist and water spray pumps are located in compartments
maintained above freezing (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.1
and 7.3.2.2);
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(WI)

3.1.1.23
examining the arrangement of the fire main if the exposed sections
(Add. to PI, EI) could be isolated and means of draining of exposed sections are
provided, and, where fixed water-based fire extinguishing systems
are located in a space separate from the main fire pumps and use
an own sea suction, confirming that this sea suction is capable of
being cleared of ice accumulation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.2
and 7.3.2.4);

(WI)

3.1.1.24
examining that the firefighter's outfits are stored in warm locations on
(Add. to PI, EI) the ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.25
examining that portable and semi-portable extinguishers are
(Add. to PI, EI) protected from freezing temperatures, and confirming that locations
subject to freezing are provided with extinguishers capable of
operation under the polar service temperature (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 7.3.3.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.26
examining the plans for the materials of exposed fire safety systems
(Add. to PI, EI) confirming that they are approved according to the polar service
temperature and ice strengthening standards (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 7.3.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.27
for ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017, examining that the
(Add. to PI, EI) exposed escape routes are arranged so as not to hinder passage by
persons
wearing
suitable
polar
clothing
(Polar
Code
part I-A/Ch. 8.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.28
for ships intended to operate in low air temperatures, examining the
(Add. to PI, EI) adequacy of embarkation arrangements, with full regard to any effect
of persons wearing additional polar clothing (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 8.3.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.29
examining the means to ensure safe evacuation of persons,
(Add. to PI, EI) including safe deployment of survival equipment, when operating in
ice-covered waters, or directly onto the ice, as applicable (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.30
examining that lifesaving appliances and arrangements as required
(Add. to PI, EI) by Polar Code , if using devices requiring a source of power are able
to operate independently of the ship's main source of power (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.31
(Add. to PI)

for passenger ships, examining that a proper sized immersion suit of
the insulated type or a thermal protective aid is provided for each
person on board according to the operational assessment (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.1.1 and 8.3.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.32
(Add. to EI)

for cargo ships, examining that all the immersion suits equipped on
board are of the insulated type (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.1.2);
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(WI)

examining that for ships intended to operate in extended periods of
3.1.1.33
(Add. to PI, EI) darkness, search lights suitable for continuous use to facilitate
identification of ice are provided for each lifeboat (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.34
confirming that the lifeboats are of the partially or totally enclosed
(Add. to PI, EI) type, as appropriate (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.1);

(WI)

examining that, when personal or group survival equipment is
3.1.1.35
(Add. to PI, EI) required according to the operational assessment, personal and
group survival equipment sufficient for 110% of the persons on board
is stowed in easily accessible locations; containers for group survival
equipment are designed to be easily movable over the ice and
floatable, and that means of ensuring that personal and group
survival equipment is accessible following abandonment is provided
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.2, 8.3.3.3.3.1 to 8.3.3.3.3.4);

(WI)

3.1.1.36
examining that the survival craft and launching appliances have
(Add. to PI, EI) sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional personal and
group survival equipment if required and carried in addition to
persons and that adequate emergency rations are provided for the
maximum expected time of rescue (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
8.3.3.3.3.5 and 8.3.3.3.4);

(WI)

3.1.1.37
confirming that the instructions to passengers on the use of the
(Add. to PI, EI) personal survival equipment and the action to take in an emergency
are provided on board (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.3.6);

(WI)

3.1.1.38
examining the means of receiving and displaying the information on
(Add. to PI, EI) ice conditions in the area of operation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
9.3.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.39
for ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017 and ice
(Add. to PI, EI) strengthened, examining that either two independent echo-sounding
devices or one echo-sounding device with two separate independent
transducers are provided (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.40
confirming that clear view astern is achieved, and for ships built
(Add. to PI, EI) before 1 July 1998 and with a length of less than 55m, confirming
that,
clear-view navigation bridge front windows are provided
(SOLAS 74/00
regulation
V/22.1.9.4,
Polar
Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.41
where ice accretion is likely to occur, examining the means to
(Add. to PI, EI) prevent the accumulation of ice on antennas required for navigation
and communication (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.42
for ice strengthened ships, examining that sensors for navigational
(Add. to PI, EI) equipment, required either by SOLAS or the Code, projecting below
the hull are protected against ice (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
9.3.2.1.4.1);
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(WI)

3.1.1.43
examining the arrangements of the bridge wings for protections of
(Add. to PI, EI) navigational equipment and operating personnel, in category A and
B ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017 (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.4.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.44
examining the two independent non-magnetic means for heading
(Add. to PI, EI) information, and at least one GNSS compass or equivalent for ships
intended to proceed to latitudes over 80 degrees, connected to the
ship's main and emergency source of power (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.2.1 and 9.3.2.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.45
examining that two remotely rotatable, narrow-beam search lights
(Add. to PI, EI) controllable from the bridge to provide lighting over an arc
of 360 degrees, or other means to visually detect ice, are equipped if
the ship not operating solely in 24h daylight, and examining that a
manually initiated flashing red light visible from astern to indicate
when the ship is stopped is available, for ships might be involved in
operations with an icebreaker escort (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.3.1
and 9.3.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.46
examining that the communication equipment on board has the
(Add. to PI, RI) capabilities for ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore communication, taking
into account the limitations of communications systems in high
latitudes and the anticipated low temperature (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.47
for ships intended to provide icebreaking escort, examining the
(Add. to PI, RI) sound signaling system capable to be mounted to face astern (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.48
examining the means for two-way on-scene and SAR coordination
(Add. to PI, RI) communications for search and rescue purposes including
aeronautical frequencies operations and that communication
equipment provides for two-way voice and data communication with
a Telemedical Assistance Service (TMAS) (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.3 and 10.3.1.4);

(WI)

3.1.1.49
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining that
(Add. to PI, RI) each rescue boat and lifeboat is capable to be provided with devices
for transmitting signals for distress alerting, locating and on scene
communications (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.1.50
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining the
(Add. to PI, RI) capabilities of all other survival craft, for transmitting signals for
location and for communication (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.1.51
confirming that procedures are provided on board for availability of
(Add. to PI, RI) the mandatory communication equipment for use in survival craft,
including availability of battery power for the maximum expected
time of rescue (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.3);

(WI)

3.1.1.52
examining, where applicable, the approved documentation for the
(Add. to PI, CI, alternative
design and
arrangements
(SOLAS
74/00/14
EI, RI)
regulation XIV/4);
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(WI)

3.1.2

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters, the survey during construction and after
installation of the hull, machinery and equipment should consist of:

(WI)

3.1.2.1
for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, checking the
(Add. to PI, certificates or equivalent documents of the systems and equipment
CI, EI, RI)
required by this Code for the consistence of the polar service
temperature specified for the ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 1.4.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.2
for ships operating in low air temperature, checking the certificates
(Add. to PI, EI, or equivalent documents of the survival systems and equipment for
RI)
the consistence of the maximum expected rescue time at polar
service temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 1.4.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.3
(Add. to PI,
CI)

(WI)

3.1.2.4
examining whether structures and installations are designed with a
(Add. to PI, CI) view of minimizing the accretion of ice (Polar Code part
I-A/Ch. 4.3.1.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.5
(Add. to
CI)

examining the means for removing ice as required by the
PI, Administration and mentioned in the PWOM (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
4.3.1.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.6
(Add. to
CI)

examining the means to remove or prevent ice and snow accretion
PI, around hatches and doors, and testing the function of the electric
heat tracing system protecting hatches and doors from freezing as
applicable. For ships intended to operate in low air temperature,
examining the means for prevention of freezing or excessive
viscosity of liquids for hydraulically operated hatches and doors as
mentioned in the PWOM (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.7
(Add. to
CI)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining that
PI, the watertight and weathertight doors, hatches and closing devices,
which are not within a habitable environment and require access
while at sea, are operable by personnel wearing heavy winter
clothing including thick mittens (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 5.3.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.8
(Add. to
CI)

examining the means for protecting machinery installations and
PI, associated equipment against the effect of ice accretion and/or snow
accumulation, ice ingestion from sea water, freezing and increased
viscosity of liquids, seawater intake temperature and snow ingestion,
and that seawater supplies for machinery systems are designed to
prevent ingestion of ice (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.1.1, 6.3.1.2 and
6.3.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.9
(Add. to
CI)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, confirming that
PI, the exposed machinery and electrical installation and appliances are
fit for the polar service temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.2.1);

examining the materials of exposed structures and the scantlings of
the ship in accordance with the polar service temperature and ice
strengthening standards, where applicable for the category of the
ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 3.3.1 and 3.3.2);
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(WI)

3.1.2.10
(Add. to
CI)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining and
PI, testing the means to ensure that combustion air for internal
combustion engines driving essential machinery is maintained at a
temperature in compliance with the criteria provided by the engine
manufacturer (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.11
(Add. to
CI)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining the
PI, certificates or equivalent documents of the materials of the exposed
machinery and foundations in accordance with applicable standards,
taking into account the polar service temperature and the required
ice strengthening (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.2.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.12
(Add. to
CI)

examining the scantlings of propeller blades, propulsion line,
PI, steering equipment and other appendages in accordance with the
polar service temperature if applicable and ice strengthening
standards, where applicable for the category of the ship (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 6.3.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.13
(Add. to
EI)

examining that all components of fire safety systems and appliances
PI, if installed in exposed positions are protected from ice accretion and
snow accumulation according to the operational assessment
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.14
(Add. to
EI)

examining the fire safety systems and appliances for operation by
PI, persons wearing bulky and cumbersome cold weather gear including
gloves, where appropriate (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.15
(Add. to
EI)

examining the means to remove or prevent ice and snow accretion
PI, from accesses of fire safety systems and appliances, escape routes,
muster stations, embarkation areas, survival craft, its launching
appliances and access to survival craft according to the PWOM
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.4 and 8.3.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.16
(Add. to
EI)

confirming that the extinguishing media is suitable for the intended
PI, operation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.5);

(WI)

3.1.2.17
(Add. to
EI)

examining that all components of fire safety systems and appliances
PI, are designed to ensure availability and effectiveness under the polar
service temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.18
(Add. to
EI)

examining that the isolating and pressure/vacuum valves in exposed
PI, locations are protected from ice accretion and remain accessible at
all time (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.19
(Add. to
EI)

examining that all two-way portable radio communication equipment
PI, capable to operate at the polar service temperature (Polar Code part
I-A/Ch. 7.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.20
(Add. to
EI)

examining that the fire pumps including emergency fire pumps,
PI, water mist and water spray pumps are located in compartments
maintained above freezing (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.1 and
7.3.2.2);
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(WI)

3.1.2.21
(Add. to
EI)

examining the arrangement of the fire main if the exposed sections
PI, could be isolated and means of draining of exposed sections are
provided, and, where fixed water-based fire extinguishing systems
are located in a space separate from the main fire pumps and use
an own sea suction, confirming that this sea suction is capable of
being cleared of ice accumulation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.2
and 7.3.2.4);

(WI)

3.1.2.22
(Add. to
EI)

examining that the firefighter's outfits are stored in warm locations on
PI, the ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.23
(Add. to
EI)

examining that portable and semi-portable extinguishers are
PI, protected from freezing temperatures, and confirming that locations
subject to freezing are provided with extinguishers capable of
operation under the polar service temperature (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 7.3.3.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.24
(Add. to
EI)

examining the exposed fire safety systems in accordance with the
PI, polar service temperature and ice strengthening standards
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.25
(Add. to
EI)

for ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017, confirming the
PI, exposed escape routes arranged as a passage by persons wearing
suitable polar clothing (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.26
(Add. to
EI)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperatures, confirming the
PI, embarkation arrangements, with full regard for persons wearing
additional polar clothing (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.27
(Add. to
EI)

examining the means to ensure safe evacuation of persons,
PI, including safe deployment of survival equipment, when operating in
ice-covered waters, or directly onto the ice, as applicable (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.28
(Add. to
EI)

examining and testing that lifesaving appliances and arrangements as
PI, required by Polar Code , if using devices requiring a source of power are
able to operate independently of the ship's main source of power (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.29
(Add. to PI)

for passenger ships, examining that a proper sized immersion suit of
the insulated type or a thermal protective aid is provided for each
person on board according to the operational assessment
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.1.1 and 8.3.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.30
(Add. to EI)

for cargo ships, examining that all the immersion suits equipped
on board are of the insulated type (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
8.3.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.31
(Add. to
EI)

for ships intended to operate in extended periods of darkness,
PI, examining and testing the search lights provided for each lifeboat
suitable for continuous use to facilitate identification of ice (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.2);
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(WI)

3.1.2.32
(Add. to
EI)

confirming that the lifeboats are of the partially or totally enclosed type,
PI, as appropriate (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.33
(Add. to
EI)

confirming that, when personal or group survival equipment is
PI, required according to the operational assessment, personal and
group survival equipment sufficient for 110% of the persons on board
is stowed in easily accessible locations; containers for group survival
equipment are designed to be easily movable over the ice and
floatable, and that means of ensuring that personal and group
survival equipment is accessible following abandonment is provided
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.2, 8.3.3.3.3.1 to 8.3.3.3.3.4);

(WI)

3.1.2.34
(Add. to
EI)

confirming that the survival craft and launching appliances have
PI, sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional personal and
group survival equipment if required and carried in addition to
persons and that adequate emergency rations are provided for the
maximum expected time of rescue (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
8.3.3.3.3.5 and 8.3.3.3.4);

(WI)

3.1.2.35
(Add. to
EI)

confirming that the instructions to passengers on the use of the
PI, personal survival equipment and the action to take in an emergency
are provided on board (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.3.6);

(WI)

3.1.2.36
(Add. to
EI)

examining the means of receiving and displaying the information on
PI, ice conditions in the area of operation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
9.3.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.37
(Add. to
EI)

for ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017 and ice
PI, strengthened, confirming that either two independent echo-sounding
devices or one echo-sounding device with two separate independent
transducers are provided (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.38
(Add. to
EI)

confirming that clear view astern is achieved, and for ships built before
PI, 1 July 1998 and with a length of less than 55m, confirming that,
clear-view navigation bridge front windows are provided (SOLAS 74/00
regulation V/22.1.9.4, Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.39
(Add. to
EI)

where ice accretion is likely to occur, examining the means to
PI, prevent the accumulation of ice on antennas required for navigation
and communication (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.3);

(WI)

3.1.2.40
(Add. to
EI)

for ice strengthened ships, examining that sensors for navigational
PI, equipment, required either by SOLAS or the Code, projecting below
the hull are protected against ice (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
9.3.2.1.4.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.41
(Add. to
EI)

examining the arrangements of the bridge wings for protections of
PI, navigational equipment and operating personnel, in category A and
B ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017 (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.4.3);
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(WI)

3.1.2.42
(Add. to
EI)

examining the two independent non-magnetic means for heading
PI, information, and at least one GNSS compass or equivalent for ships
intended to proceed to latitudes over 80 degrees, connected to the
ship's main and emergency source of power (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.2.1 and 9.3.2.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.43
(Add. to
EI)

examining and testing the two remotely rotatable, narrow-beam
PI, search lights controllable from the bridge to provide lighting over an
arc of 360 degrees, or other means to visually detect ice, for ships
not operating solely in 24h daylight, and examining and testing the
manually initiated flashing red light visible from astern to indicate
when the ship is stopped, for ships might be involved in operations
with an icebreaker escort (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.3.1 and
9.3.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.44
(Add. to
RI)

examining and testing the communication equipment on board for
PI, ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore communication, taking into account
the limitations of communications systems in high latitudes and the
anticipated low temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.45
(Add. to
RI)

for ships intended to provide icebreaking escort, examining the
PI, sound signaling system capable to be mounted to face astern (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.46
(Add. to
RI)

examining and testing the means for two-way on-scene and SAR
PI, coordination communications for search and rescue purposes including
aeronautical frequencies operations and that communication equipment
provides for two-way voice and data communication with a Telemedical
Assistance Service (TMAS) (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.3
and 10.3.1.4);

(WI)

3.1.2.47
(Add. to
RI)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining that
PI, each rescue boat and lifeboat is capable to be provided with devices
for transmitting signals for distress alerting, locating and on-scene
communications (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.1);

(WI)

3.1.2.48
(Add. to
RI)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining the
PI, capabilities of all other survival craft, for transmitting signals for
location and for communication (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.2);

(WI)

3.1.2.49
examining, where applicable, the alternative design and
(Add. to PI, arrangements for ship structure, machinery installations, fire
CI, EI, RI)
safety/protection or life-saving appliances and arrangements, in
accordance with the test and inspection requirements, if any,
specified in the approved documentation and PWOM
(SOLAS 74/00/14 regulation XIV/4);

(WI)

3.1.3

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the check that all the required documentation
has been placed on board the ship should consist of:
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(WI)

3.1.3.1
checking that the Polar Water Operational Manual (PWOM) with the
(Add. to PI, hazards identified in the operational assessment being addressed
CI, EI, RI)
properly is placed on board (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 2.3, 4.3.1.3
and 4.3.1.4);

(WI)

3.1.3.2
(Add. to
CI)

confirming that, the approved stability information, damage stability
PI, information and loading instrument as appropriate, with icing
allowance in the stability calculations, is on board (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 4.3.1.1 and 4.3.2);

(WI)

3.1.3.3
(Add. to
EI)

confirming as applicable that the crew training records or other
PI, equivalent documents for the use of the personal survival equipment
and group survival equipment are placed on board (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.3.7);

(WI)

3.1.3.4
(Add. to
RI)

confirming that procedures are provided on board for availability of
PI, the mandatory communication equipment for use in survival craft,
including availability of battery power for the maximum expected
time of rescue (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.3);

(WI)

3.1.3.5
confirming that, where applicable, the approved documentation for
(Add. to PI, the alternative design and arrangement is on board, with the relevant
CI, EI, RI)
contents being entered in PWOM (SOLAS 74/00/14 regulation
XIV/4);

(WI)

3.1.4

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the completion of the initial survey should
consist of:

(WI)

3.1.4.1

after a satisfactory survey issuing the Polar Ship Certificate and its
associated Record of Equipment.

(WA)

3.2

Annual surveys – see part "General" paragraph 5.13(2)

(WA)

3.2.1

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the examination of current certificates and
other records should consist of:

(WA)

3.2.1.1
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

confirming the provision of the operational assessment and
reviewing any changes thereof (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 1.5);

(WA)

3.2.1.2
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

confirming that the PWOM is on board, and checking it if any
changes occurred since last survey (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 2.3,
4.3.1.3 and 4.3.1.4);

(WA)

3.2.1.3
(Add. to CA)

confirming the availabilities of approved stability information,
damage stability information and loading instrument as appropriate,
with icing allowance in the stability calculations (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 4.3.1.1 and 4.3.2);
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(WA)

3.2.1.4
(Add. to EA)

confirming as applicable that the crew training records or other
equivalent documents for the use of the personal survival equipment
and group survival equipment are placed on board (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.3.7);

(WA)

3.2.1.5
(Add. to RP)

confirming that procedures are provided on board for availability of
the mandatory communication equipment for use in survival craft,
including availability of battery power for the maximum expected
time of rescue (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.3);

(WA)

3. 2.1.6
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

confirming that the Voyage Plan has been provided on board for the
voyages in polar waters since last survey, otherwise if no trading in
polar waters, random checking to the historical plans may be
considered (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 11.3);

(WA)

3. 2.1.7
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

where applicable, checking the qualifications of the masters, chief
mates, officers and/or other persons in charge of a navigational
watch on board ships operating in polar waters in accordance with
chapter V of the STCW Convention and the STCW Code (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 12.3.1 and 12.3.2);

(WA)

3.2.1.8
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

checking the qualification certificates (if required by the
Administration) and/or familiarization records of all the crew
members for their assigned duties referenced in the PWOM (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 12.3.4);

(WA)

3.2.1.9
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

confirming that, where applicable, the approved documentation for
the alternative design and arrangements is on board, with the
relevant contents being entered in PWOM (SOLAS 74/00/14
regulation XIV/4);

(WA)

3.2.2

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the annual survey of the hull, machinery
and equipment should consist of:

(WA)

3.2.2.1
(Add. to CA)

examining the means for removing ice as required by the
Administration and mentioned in the PWOM (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 4.3.1.2.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.2
(Add. to CA)

examining the means to remove or prevent ice and snow accretion
around hatches and doors, and testing the function of the electric
heat tracing system protecting hatches and doors from freezing as
applicable. For ships intended to operate in low air temperature,
examining the means for prevention of freezing or excessive
viscosity of liquids for hydraulically operated hatches and doors as
mentioned in the PWOM (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.3
(Add. to CA)

examining the means for protecting machinery installations and
associated equipment against the effect of ice accretion and/or snow
accumulation, ice ingestion from sea water, freezing and increased
viscosity of liquids, seawater intake temperature and snow ingestion
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.1.1 and 6.3.1.2);
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(WA)

3.2.2.4
(Add. to CA)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining and
testing the means to ensure that combustion air for internal
combustion engines driving essential machinery is maintained at a
temperature in compliance with the criteria provided by the engine
manufacturer (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 6.3.2.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.5
(Add. to EA)

examining that all components of fire safety systems and appliances
if installed in exposed positions are protected from ice accretion and
snow accumulation according to the operational assessment
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.6
(Add. to EA)

examining the fire safety systems and appliances for operation by
persons wearing bulky and cumbersome cold weather gear including
gloves, where appropriate (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.3);

(WA)

3.2.2.7
(Add. to EA)

examining the means to remove or prevent ice and snow accretion
from accesses of fire safety systems and appliances, escape routes,
muster stations, embarkation areas, survival craft, its launching
appliances and access to survival craft according to the PWOM
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.4 and 8.3.1.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.8
(Add. to EA)

confirming that the extinguishing media is suitable for the intended
operation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.2.1.5);

(WA)

3.2.2.9
(Add. to EA)

examining that the isolating and pressure/vacuum valves in exposed
locations are protected from ice accretion and remain accessible at
all time (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.1.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.10
(Add. to EA)

examining that all two-way portable radio communication equipment
capable to operate at the polar service temperature (Polar Code part
I-A/Ch. 7.3.1.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.11
(Add. to EA)

examining that the fire pumps including emergency fire pumps,
water mist and water spray pumps are located in compartments
maintained above freezing (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.1 and
7.3.2.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.12
(Add. to EA)

examining the arrangement of the fire main if the exposed sections
could be isolated and means of draining of exposed sections are
provided, and, where fixed water-based fire extinguishing systems
are located in a space separate from the main fire pumps and use
an own sea suction, confirming that this sea suction is capable of
being cleared of ice accumulation (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.2
and 7.3.2.4);

(WA)

3.2.2.13
(Add. to EA)

examining that the firefighter's outfits are stored in warm locations on
the ship (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.2.3);

(WA)

3.2.2.14
(Add. to EA)

examining that portable and semi-portable extinguishers are
protected from freezing temperatures, and confirming that locations
subject to freezing are provided with extinguishers capable of
operation under the polar service temperature (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 7.3.3.1);
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(WA)

3.2.2.15
(Add. to EA)

examining the exposed fire safety systems in accordance with the
polar service temperature and ice strengthening standards
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 7.3.3.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.16
(Add. to EA)

examining the means to ensure safe evacuation of persons,
including safe deployment of survival equipment, when operating in
ice-covered waters, or directly onto the ice, as applicable (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.2.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.17
(Add. to EA)

confirming that lifesaving appliances and arrangements as required
by Polar Code , if using devices requiring a source of power are able
to operate independently of the ship's main source of power
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.2.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.18
(Add. to EA)

for cargo ships, examining that all the immersion suits equipped on
board are of the insulated type (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.1.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.19
(Add. to EA)

for ships intended to operate in extended periods of darkness,
examining and testing the search lights provided for each lifeboat,
suitable for continuous use to facilitate identification of ice (Polar
Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.20
(Add. to EA)

confirming that the lifeboats are of the partially or totally enclosed
type, as appropriate (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.21
(Add. to EA)

confirming that, when personal or group survival equipment is
required according to the operational assessment, personal and
group survival equipment sufficient for 110% of the persons on board
is stowed in easily accessible locations; containers for group survival
equipment are designed to be easily movable over the ice and
floatable, and that means of ensuring that personal and group
survival equipment is accessible following abandonment is provided
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.2, 8.3.3.3.3.1 to 8.3.3.3.3.4);

(WA)

3.2.2.22
(Add. to EA)

confirming that the survival craft and launching appliances have
sufficient capacity to accommodate the additional personal and
group survival equipment if required and carried in addition to
persons and that adequate emergency rations are provided for the
maximum expected time of rescue (Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
8.3.3.3.3.5 and 8.3.3.3.4);

(WA)

3.2.2.23
(Add. to EA)

confirming that the instructions to passengers are provided on board
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.3.3.6);

(WA)

3.2.2.24
(Add. to EA)

examining the means of receiving and displaying the information on
ice conditions in the area of operation, with a demonstration by the
crew on using the equipment and receiving the relevant information
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.25
(Add. to EA)

for ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017 and ice
strengthened, confirming that either two independent echo-sounding
devices or one echo-sounding device with two separate independent
transducers are provided (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.1);
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(WA)

3.2.2.26
(Add. to EA)

confirming that clear view astern is achieved, and for ships built
before 1 July 1998 and with a length of less than 55 m, confirming
that, clear-view navigation bridge front windows are provided
(SOLAS 74/00 regulation V/22.1.9.4, Polar Code part I-A/Ch.
9.3.2.1.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.27
(Add. to EA)

where ice accretion is likely to occur, examining the means to
prevent the accumulation of ice on antennas required for navigation
and communication (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.3);

(WA)

3.2.2.28
(Add. to EA)

examining the arrangements of the bridge wings for protections of
navigational equipment and operating personnel, in category A
and B ships constructed on or after 1 January 2017 (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.4.3);

(WA)

3.2.2.29
(Add. to EA)

examining the two independent non-magnetic means for heading
information, and at least one GNSS compass or equivalent for ships
intended to proceed to latitudes over 80 degrees, connected to the
ship's main and emergency source of power (Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.2.1 and 9.3.2.2.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.30
(Add. to EA)

examining and testing the two remotely rotatable, narrow-beam
search lights controllable from the bridge to provide lighting over an
arc of 360 degrees, or other means to visually detect ice, for ships
not operating solely in 24h daylight, and examining and testing the
manually initiated flashing red light visible from astern to indicate
when the ship is stopped, for ships might be involved in operations
with an icebreaker escort (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 9.3.3.1 and
9.3.3.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.31
(Add. to RP)

examining and testing the communication equipment on board for
ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore communication, taking into account
the limitations of communications systems in high latitudes and the
anticipated low temperature (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.32
(Add. to RP)

for ships intended to provide icebreaking escort, examining and
testing the sound signaling system capable to be mounted to face
astern (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.2);

(WA)

3.2.2.33
(Add. to RP)

examining and testing the means for two-way on-scene and SAR
coordination communications for search and rescue purposes
including
aeronautical
frequencies
operations
and
that
communication equipment provides for two-way voice and data
communication with a Telemedical Assistance Service (TMAS)
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.1.3 and 10.3.1.4);

(WA)

3.2.2.34
(Add. to RP)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining that
each rescue boat and lifeboat is capable to be provided with devices
for transmitting signals for distress alerting, locating and on-scene
communications (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.1);

(WA)

3.2.2.35
(Add. to RP)

for ships intended to operate in low air temperature, examining the
capabilities of all other survival craft, for transmitting signals for
location and for communication (Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 10.3.2.2);
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(WA)

3.2.2.36
examining, where applicable, the alternative design and
(Add. to CA, arrangements for ship structure, machinery installations, fire
EA, RP)
safety/protection or life-saving appliances and arrangements, in
accordance with the test, inspection and maintenance requirements,
if any, specified in the approved documentation and PWOM
(SOLAS 74/00/14 regulation XIV/4);

(WA)

3.2.3

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the completion of the annual survey
should consist of:

(WA)

3.2.3.1
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

after a satisfactory survey, endorsing the Polar Ship Certificate;

(WA)

3.2.3.2
(Add. to CA,
EA, RP)

if a survey shows that the condition of a ship or its equipment is
unsatisfactory – see part "General" section 4.8.

(WIn)

3.3

Intermediate surveys – see part "General", paragraph 5.13(3)

(WIn)

3.3.1

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the examination of current certificates and
other records should consist of:

(WIn)

3.3.1.1
(Add. to CIn)

the provisions of (WA) 3.2.1 except (WA) 3.2.1.4 and (WA) 3.2.1.5.

(WIn)

3.3.2

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the intermediate survey of the hull,
machinery and equipment should consist of:

(WIn)

3.3.2.1
(Add. to CIn)

the provisions of (WA) 3.2.2 except (WA) 3.2.2.5 to (WA) 3.2.2.36.

(WIn)

3.3.3

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the completion of the intermediate survey
should consist of:

(WIn)

3.3.3.1
(Add. to CIn)

after a satisfactory survey endorsing the Polar Ship Certificate;

(WIn)

3.3.3.2
(Add. to CIn)

if a survey shows that the condition of a ship or its equipment is
unsatisfactory – see part "General", section 4.8.

(WP)

3.4

Periodical surveys – see part "General", paragraph 5.13(4)

(WP)

3.4.1

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the examination of current certificates and
other records should consist of:
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(WP)

3.4.1.1
(Add. to EP)

the provisions of (WA) 3.2.1 except (WA) 3.2.1.3 and (WA) 3.2.1.5.

(WP)

3.4.2

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the periodical survey of the life-saving
appliances and other equipment should consist of:

(WP)

3.4.2.1
(Add. to EP)

the provisions of (WA) 3.2.2 except (WA) 3.2.2.1 to (WA) 3.2.2.4 and
(WA) 3.2.2.32 to (WA) 3.2.2.36.

(WP)

3.4.3

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the completion of the periodical survey
should consist of:

(WP)

3.4.3.1
(Add. to EP)

after a satisfactory survey endorsing the Polar Ship Certificate;

(WP)

3.4.3.2
(Add. to EP)

if a survey shows that the condition of a ship or its equipment is
unsatisfactory – see part "General", section 4.8.

(WR)

3.5

Renewal surveys – see part "General" paragraph 5.13(5)

(WR)

3.5.1

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the examination of current certificates and
other records should consist of:

(WR)

3.5.1.1
(Add. to PR,
CR, ER, RR)

the provisions of (WA) 3.2.1, except the Polar Ship Certificate.

(WR)

3.5.2

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the renewal survey of the hull, machinery
and equipment should consist of:

(WR)

3.5.2.1
(Add. to CR,
ER, RR)

for cargo ships, the provisions of (WA) 3.2.2;

(WR)

3.5.2.2
(Add. to PR)

for passenger ships, the provisions of (WA) 3.2.2 except (WA)
3.2.2.18;

(WR)

3.5.2.3
(Add. to PR)

for passenger ships, examining that a proper sized immersion suit of
the insulated type or a thermal protective aid is provided for each
person on board according to the operational assessment
(Polar Code part I-A/Ch. 8.3.3.1.1 and 8.3.3.1.2);

(WR)

3.5.2.4
for ice strengthened ships, examining that sensors for navigational
(Add. to PR, equipment, required either by SOLAS or the Code, projecting below
ER)
the hull are protected against ice (SOLAS 74/00 Ch. V, Polar Code
part I-A/Ch. 9.3.2.1.4.1);
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(WR)

3.5.3

For compliance with part I-A of the International Code for Ships
Operating in Polar Waters the completion of the renewal survey
should consist of:

(WR)

3.5.3.1
(Add. to PR,
CR, ER, RR)

after a satisfactory survey, issuing the Polar Ship Certificate.
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APPENDIX 1
SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS TO MANDATORY INSTRUMENTS REFLECTED IN THE
SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE HSSC

The amendments to mandatory instruments reflected in annexes 1 to 4 are summarized
below to facilitate amendments to the Survey Guidelines under the HSSC in the future:

SOLAS 74

up to and including
(resolution MSC.350(92)),
(resolution MSC.386(94))

MARPOL

up
to
and
including
2014
amendments
(resolution MEPC.251(66)), and 2015 amendments
(resolution MEPC.265(68)) but excluding resolutions
MEPC.246(66),
MEPC.247(66),
MEPC.248(66),
MEPC.249(66) and MEPC.250(66)

Polar Code

as adopted by
MEPC.264(68)

***
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ANNEX 5
DRAFT MSC AND MEPC RESOLUTIONS, AND DRAFT MSC-MEPC.5 CIRCULAR ON
AMENDMENTS TO THE SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF
SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION, 2015 FOR SHIPS OPERATING IN POLAR WATERS

Option 1:

MSC and MEPC resolutions
(1) DRAFT MSC RESOLUTION

AMENDMENTS TO THE SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF
SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION, 2015 FOR SHIPS OPERATING IN POLAR WATERS

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE,
RECALLING article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization
concerning the function of the Committee,
RECALLING ALSO resolution A.1104(29) by which the Assembly adopted the
Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification, 2015
(the Survey Guidelines),
NOTING that the Assembly, when adopting resolution A.1104(29), requested the Maritime
Safety Committee and the Marine Environment Protection Committee to keep the Survey
Guidelines under review and to propose amendments thereto to the Assembly, as
appropriate,
RECALLING resolution MSC.386(94), by which it adopted, inter alia, the new chapter XIV of
the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended
("the 1974 SOLAS Convention"), to make the safety-related provisions of the International
Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters (the Polar Code) mandatory,
RECALLING ALSO that the safety-related provisions of the Introduction, and the whole of
parts I-A and I-B of the Polar Code were adopted by resolution MSC.385(94), which is
expected to enter into force on 1 January 2017,
NOTING that the Marine Environment Protection Committee, at its sixty-eighth session,
adopted, by resolution MEPC.264(68), the Introduction, as it relates to environmental
protection, and parts II-A and II-B of the Polar Code, and, by resolution MEPC.265(68),
amendments to MARPOL Annexes I, II, IV and V to make use of the environment-related
provisions of the Polar Code mandatory,
RECOGNIZING the urgent need to amend the Survey Guidelines in accordance with
provisions of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, and the Polar Code to ensure the consistent and
effective implementation of relevant IMO instruments, particularly for ships operating in
Polar Waters timely,
HAVING CONSIDERED the amendments to the Survey Guidelines for ships operating in
Polar Waters prepared by the Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments at its
third session,
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1
ADOPTS the safety-related amendments to the Survey Guidelines under the
Harmonized System of Survey and Certification, 2015 for ships operating in Polar Waters, as
set out in the annex to the present resolution;
2
AGREES that amendments to the General part of the Survey Guidelines that
address both safety and environmental protection shall be adopted in consultation with the
Marine Environment Protection Committee;
3
INVITES Governments carrying out surveys required by the 1974 SOLAS
Convention, and the Polar Code, to follow the provisions of the Survey Guidelines, as
amended by this resolution, from 1 January 2017; and
4
AGREES that, at a later stage, the amendments to the Survey Guidelines, as
adopted by this resolution, be adopted, as appropriate, as amendments to those adopted by
resolution A.1104(29).
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(2) DRAFT MEPC RESOLUTION
AMENDMENTS TO THE SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF
SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION, 2015 FOR SHIPS OPERATING IN POLAR WATERS

THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE,
RECALLING Article 38(a) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization
concerning the functions of the Marine Environment Protection Committee conferred upon it
by the international conventions for the prevention and control of marine pollution,
RECALLING ALSO resolution A.1104(29) by which the Assembly adopted the
Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and Certification, 2015
(the Survey Guidelines),
NOTING that the Assembly, when adopting resolution A.1104(29), requested the Maritime
Safety Committee and the Marine Environment Protection Committee to keep the Survey
Guidelines under review and to propose amendments thereto to the Assembly, as
appropriate,
RECALLING resolution MEPC.265(68), by which it adopted, inter alia, amendments to
MARPOL Annexes I, II, IV and V to make the environment-related provisions of the
International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters (the Polar Code) mandatory,
RECALLING ALSO that the environment-related provisions of the Introduction, and the
whole of parts II-A and II-B of the Polar Code were adopted by resolution MEPC.264(68),
which is expected to enter into force on 1 January 2017,
NOTING that the Maritime Safety Committee, at its ninety-fourth session, adopted, by
resolution MSC.385(94), the Introduction, as it relates to safety, and parts I-A and I-B of the
Polar Code and, by resolution MSC.386(94), amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention to
make use of the safety-related provisions of the Polar Code mandatory,
RECOGNIZING the urgent need to amend the Survey Guidelines in accordance with
provisions of the MARPOL Annexes I, II, IV and V, and the Polar Code to ensure the
consistent and effective implementation of relevant IMO instruments, particularly for ships
operating in Polar Waters timely,
HAVING CONSIDERED the amendments to the Survey Guidelines for ships operating in
Polar Waters prepared by the Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments at its
third session,
1
ADOPTS the environment-related amendments to the Survey Guidelines under the
Harmonized System of Survey and Certification, 2015 for ships operating in Polar Waters, as
set out in the annex to the present resolution;
2
AGREES that amendments to the General part of the Survey Guidelines that
address both safety and environmental protection shall be adopted in consultation with the
Maritime Safety Committee;
3
INVITES Governments carrying out surveys required by the MARPOL Annexes I, II,
IV and V, and the Polar Code, to follow the provisions of the Survey Guidelines, as amended
by this resolution, from 1 January 2017; and
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4
AGREES that, at a later stage, the amendments to the Survey Guidelines, as
adopted by this resolution, be adopted, as appropriate, as amendments to those adopted by
resolution A.1104(29).
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Option 2:

MSC-MEPC.5 circular
DRAFT MSC-MEPC.5 CIRCULAR

AMENDMENTS TO THE SURVEY GUIDELINES UNDER THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF
SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION, 2015 FOR SHIPS OPERATING IN POLAR WATERS
1
The Maritime Safety Committee, at its […] and the Marine Environment Protection
Committee, at its […], recognizing the urgent need to amend, under their respective purview,
the Survey Guidelines in accordance with provisions of the amendments to SOLAS, as
adopted by resolution MSC.386(94), and amendments to MARPOL Annexes I, II, IV and V,
as adopted by resolution MEPC.265(28), and the International Code for Ships Operating in
Polar Waters (the Polar Code), as adopted by resolutions MSC.385(94) and MEPC.264(68)
respectively, which is expected to enter into force on 1 January 2017, to ensure the
consistent and effective implementation of relevant IMO instruments, particularly for ships
operating in Polar Waters timely, approved the amendments to the Survey guidelines under
the harmonized system of survey and certification, 2015 (resolution A.1104(29)) (Survey
Guidelines) for ships operating in Polar Waters, prepared by the Sub-Committee on
Implementation of IMO Instruments, at its third session (18 to 22 July 2016), as set out in the
annex.
2
The Committees agreed that, at a later stage, the amendments to the Survey
Guidelines, be adopted, as appropriate, as amendments to those adopted by resolution
A.1104(29) to supersede the circular.
3
Member States are invited to apply the annexed amendments to Survey Guidelines,
and to bring them to the attention of all parties concerned.

***
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ANNEX 6
Draft MSC-MEPC.5 Circular
UNIFIED INTERPRETATION ON THE EXPIRY DATE OF STATUTORY CERTIFICATES
1
The Maritime Safety Committee, at its [……], and the Marine Environment
Protection Committee, at its [……], approved a unified interpretation on the expiry date of
statutory certificates, as set out in the annex, with a view to providing more specific guidance
for application of the relevant requirements of the SOLAS 1974, Load Lines 1966 and
MARPOL Conventions and associated mandatory codes in relation to assigning the expiry
date for the statutory certificates, including the mandatory documents of compliance.
2
Member Governments are invited to use the annexed interpretation when applying
the relevant provisions of the SOLAS 1974, Load Lines 1966 and MARPOL Conventions and
associated mandatory codes, unless explicitly stipulated otherwise by the Administration, and
to bring it to the attention of all parties concerned.

***
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ANNEX
UNIFIED INTERPRETATION ON THE EXPIRY DATE OF STATUTORY CERTIFICATES

The SOLAS 1974, Load Lines 1966 and MARPOL Conventions and associated mandatory
codes establish, in a general way, the maximum period of validity of the relevant statutory
certificates (e.g. one year, two years, five years), including the mandatory documents of
compliance.
The Conventions and associated codes also define, under the Harmonized System of Survey
and Certification (HSSC), the words "anniversary date" as the day and the month of each
year, which will correspond to the date of expiry of a certificate.
Unless explicitly stipulated otherwise by the Administration, the "expiry date" in respect of the
maximum period of validity of a certificate may be the day and the month of:
.1

after a satisfactory initial survey (audit), the date the initial survey (audit)
was completed*, or less one day;

.2

after a satisfactory renewal survey (audit) completed within or after the time
window of the survey (audit), the expiry date of the existing certificate;

.3

after a satisfactory renewal survey (audit) completed before the time
window of the survey (audit), the date the survey (audit) was completed*, or
less one day; or

.4

after a satisfactory renewal survey completed after the time window of the
survey and when the "special circumstances" as specified in paragraph 5.5
of resolution. A.1104(29) or subsequent revision, the date the survey was
completed*, or less one day.

_______________
*
Refer to the Unified interpretation of the date of completion of the survey and verification on which the
certificates are based (MSC-MEPC.5/Circ.3).

***
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ANNEX 7
BIENNIAL STATUS REPORT
Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III)
Output
number

Description

Target
completion
year

1.1.2.3

Unified
interpretation
of Continuous
provisions
of
IMO
safety,
security,
and
environmentrelated Conventions

MSC / MEPC III / PPR / CCC /
SDC / SSE /
NCSR

2.0.1.2

Revised guidance on ballast 2017
water sampling and analysis

MEPC

PPR

2.0.2.1

Analysis of consolidated audit Annual
summary reports

Assembly

5.1.2.2

Measures to protect the safety of 2017
persons rescued at sea

MSC / FAL

5.2.1.17

Updated
Survey
Guidelines Annual
under the Harmonized System of
Survey and Certification (HSSC)

5.2.1.20

Non-exhaustive list of obligations Annual
under instruments relevant to the
IMO Instruments Implementation
Code (III Code)
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Parent
organ(s)

Associated
organ(s)

Coordinating
organ(s)

Status
output
Year 1

of Status of References
for output for
Year 2

Ongoing

MSC 78/26,
paragraph 22.12;

Postponed

MEPC 68/21,
paragraphs 7.14 and
17.26

MSC / MEPC / Council
LEG / TCC / III

In
progress

MEPC 61/24,
paragraph 11.14.1;
MSC 88/26,
paragraph 10.8

III

Postponed

MSC 96/25,
paragraph 14.11

MSC / MEPC III

In
progress

MEPC 68/21,
paragraphs 14.5 and
14.6

MSC / MEPC III

In
progress

MEPC 64/23,
paragraph 11.49;
MSC 91/22,
paragraph 10.30;
MEPC 52/24,
paragraph 10.15

III

NCSR
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Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III)
Output
number

Description

5.3.1.1

Target
completion
year

Parent
organ(s)

Associated
organ(s)

Measures to harmonize port State Continuous
control (PSC) activities and
procedures worldwide

MSC / MEPC

PPR, NCSR and III
HTW

Ongoing

MEPC 66/21,
paragraph 18.8;
MSC 94/21,
paragraph 18.2.1;
MEPC 68/21,
paragraph 17.3 ;
III 3/WP.1, section 6

7.1.3.1

Consideration and analysis of Annual
reports on alleged inadequacy of
port reception facilities

MEPC

III

In progress

III 3/WP.1, section 3

8.0.3.1

Requirements for access to, or 2017
electronic versions of, certificates
and documents, including record
books required to be carried on
ships

FAL

MSC / MEPC /
LEG / III

Postponed

FAL.5/Circ.39/Rev.2;
FAL 40/19, paragraphs
6.18 to 6.21; MEPC
68/21, paragraphs
13.2 and 17.26

12.1.2.1

Lessons learned and safety issues Annual
identified from the analysis of
marine safety investigation reports

MSC / MEPC

III

In progress

MSC 92/26,
paragraph 22.29

12.1.2.2

Identified issues relating to the Annual
implementation of IMO instruments
from the analysis of PSC data

MSC / MEPC

III

In progress

III 3/WP.1, section 6

12.3.1.1

Consideration of reports of incidents Annual
involving dangerous goods or
marine pollutants in packaged form
on board ships or in port areas

MSC / MEPC

III

In progress

MSC 79/23,
paragraph 12.7

14.0.1.1

Analysis and consideration of 2017
recommendations
to
reduce
administrative burdens in IMO
instruments
including
those
identified by the SG-RAR

Council

III / HTW / PPR / MSC / MEPC / Postponed
CCC / SDC / SSE FAL / LEG
/ NCSR

CCC

***
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Coordinating
organ(s)

Status
output
Year 1

of Status of References
for output for
Year 2

MSC 96/25,
paragraphs 19.4.5,
19.4.9 and 19.4.10
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ANNEX 8
PROPOSED PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR III 4

Opening of the session
1

Adoption of the agenda

2

Decisions of other IMO bodies

3

Consideration and analysis of reports on alleged inadequacy of port reception
facilities (7.1.3.1)

4

Lessons learned and safety issues identified from the analysis of marine safety
investigation reports (12.1.2.1)

5

Measures to harmonize port State control (PSC) activities and procedures
worldwide (5.3.1.1)

6

Identified issues relating to the implementation of IMO instruments from the
analysis of PSC data (12.1.2.2)

7

Analysis of consolidated audit summary reports (2.0.2.1)

8

Updated Survey Guidelines under the Harmonized System of Survey and
Certification (HSSC) (5.2.1.17)

9

Non-exhaustive list of obligations under instruments relevant to the IMO
Instruments Implementation Code (III Code) (5.2.1.20)

10

Unified interpretation of provisions of IMO safety, security, and environment
related Conventions (1.1.2.3)

11

Biennial agenda and provisional agenda for III 5

12

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 2018

13

Any other business

14

Report to the Committees

***
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ANNEX 9
DRAFT FAL.2-MEPC.1-MSC.1-LEG.1 CIRCULAR

LIST OF CERTIFICATES AND DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
TO BE CARRIED ON BOARD SHIPS, 2017
1
The Facilitation Committee, at its […], the Marine Environment Protection Committee,
at its […], the Maritime Safety Committee, at its […], and the Legal Committee, at its […],
approved the List of certificates and documents required to be carried on board
ships, 2017, as set out in the annex.
2
This work was carried out in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of the annex
to the FAL Convention concerning formalities required of shipowners by public authorities on
the arrival, stay and departure of ships. It is reiterated that these provisions should not be
read as precluding a requirement for the presentation for inspection by the appropriate
authorities of certificates and other documents carried by the ship pertaining to its registry,
measurement, safety, manning, classification and other related matters.
3
Due to amendments to relevant instruments since the issuance of
FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC/Circ.817-MSC/Circ.1462, the list has been revised to take account of
the relevant provisions of the aforementioned amendments.
4
This circular lists only the certificates and documents that are required under
IMO instruments and it does not include certificates or documents required by other
international organizations or governmental authorities.
5
This circular should not be used in the context of port State control inspections for
which convention requirements should be referred to.
6
Member Governments are invited to note the information provided in the annex and
take action as appropriate.
7

This circular supersedes FAL.2/Circ.127-MEPC/Circ.817-MSC/Circ.1462

***
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ANNEX
CERTIFICATES AND DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO BE CARRIED
ON BOARD SHIPS, 2017

(Note: All certificates to be carried on board must be valid and drawn up in the form
corresponding to the model where required by the relevant international convention or
instrument)
No.
1

Contents

Reference

All ships to which the referenced convention applies
Tonnage Convention,
International Tonnage Certificate (1969)
An International Tonnage Certificate (1969) shall be issued article 7
to every ship, the gross and net tonnage of which have
been determined in accordance with the Convention.
LL Convention,
International Load Line Certificate
An International Load Line Certificate shall be issued under article 16;
the provisions of the International Convention on Load 1988 LL Protocol,
Lines, 1966, to every ship which has been surveyed and article 16
marked in accordance with the Convention or the
Convention as modified by the 1988 LL Protocol, as
appropriate.
LL Convention,
International Load Line Exemption Certificate
An International Load Line Exemption Certificate shall article 6 16;
be issued to any ship to which an exemption has 1988 LL Protocol,
been granted under and in accordance with article 6 of the article 16
Load Line Convention or the Convention as modified by
the 1988 LL Protocol, as appropriate.
Exemption Certificate1
SOLAS 1974,
When an exemption is granted to a ship under and in regulation I/12;
accordance with the provisions of SOLAS 1974, a certificate 1988 SOLAS Protocol,
called an Exemption Certificate shall be issued in addition to regulation I/12
the certificates listed above.

1

SLS.14/Circ.115, Add.1, Add.2 and Add.3 refer to the issue of exemption certificate.
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No.

Contents
Coating Technical File
A Coating Technical File, containing specifications of the
coating system applied, where applicable, to dedicated
seawater ballast tanks in all types of ships and double-side
skin spaces of bulk carriers of 150 m in length and upwards
and cargo oil tanks of crude oil tankers, record of the
shipyard's and shipowner's coating work, detailed criteria for
coating sections, job specifications, inspection, maintenance
and repair, shall be kept on board and maintained
throughout the life of the ship.

Reference
SOLAS 1974,
regulation II-1/3-2 and
II-1/3-11; Performance
standard for protective
coatings for dedicated
seawater ballast tanks in
all types of ships and
double-side skin spaces of
bulk, and cargo oil tanks
of crude oil tankers
carriers (resolution
MSC.215(82)) as
amended by resolution
MSC.341(91) and
MSC.1/Circ.1381; and
resolution MSC.288(87)
as modified by circular
MSC.1/Circ.1381 and
amended by resolution
MSC.342(91))

SOLAS regulation
Emergency Towing Procedure
All ships shall be provided with a ship-specific emergency II-1/3-4; MSC.1/Circ.1255
towing procedure. Such a procedure shall be carried on
board the ship for use in emergency situations and shall be
developed based on the guidelines developed by the
Organization.
Construction drawings
A set of as-built construction drawings and other plans
showing any subsequent structural alterations shall be kept
on board a ship constructed on or after 1 January 2007.
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No.

Contents

Reference

SOLAS 1974,
Ship Construction File
A Ship Construction File with specific information should be regulation II-1/3-10;
kept on board oil tankers of 150 m in length and above and MSC.1/Circ.1343 on
bulk carriers of 150 m in length and above, constructed with Guidelines for the
single deck, top-side tanks and hopper side tanks in cargo information to be included
spaces, excluding ore carriers and combination carriers:
in a Ship Construction File
.1

for which the building contract is placed on or
after 1 July 2016;

.2

in the absence of a building contract, the keels
of which are laid or which are at a similar stage
of construction on or after 1 July 2017; or

.3

the delivery of which is on or after 1 July 2020
shall carry a Ship Construction File containing
information in accordance with regulations and
guidelines,

and updated as appropriate throughout the ship's life in
order to facilitate safe operation, maintenance, survey,
repair and emergency measures.
Noise Survey Report
Applicable to new ships of 1,600 gross tonnage and above,
excluding dynamically supported crafts, high-speed crafts,
fishing vessels, pipe-laying barges, crane barges, mobile
offshore drilling units, pleasure yachts not engaged in trade,
ships of war and troopships, ships not propelled by
mechanical means, pile driving vessels and dredgers.
A noise survey report shall always be carried on board and
be accessible for the crew.
For existing ships, refer to section "Other certificates and
documents which are not mandatory – Noise Survey
Report" (resolution A.468(XII).
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No.

Contents
Stability information
Every passenger ship regardless of size and every cargo
ship of 24 m and over shall be inclined on completion and
the elements of their stability determined. The master shall
be supplied with stability information containing such
information as is necessary to enable him, by rapid and
simple procedures, to obtain accurate guidance as to the
stability of the ship under varying conditions of service to
maintain the required intact stability and stability after
damage. For bulk carriers, the information required in a bulk
carrier booklet may be contained in the stability information.

Reference
SOLAS 1974,
regulations II-1/5 and
II-1/5-1; LL Convention
regulation 10;
1988 LL Protocol,
regulation 10

SOLAS 1974, regulation
Damage control plans and booklets
On passenger and cargo ships, there shall be permanently II-1/19;
exhibited plans showing clearly for each deck and hold the MSC.1/Circ.1245
boundaries of the watertight compartments, the openings
therein with the means of closure and position of any
controls thereof, and the arrangements for the correction
of any list due to flooding. Booklets containing the
aforementioned information shall be made available to the
officers of the ship.
SOLAS 1974,
Manoeuvring booklet
The stopping times, ship headings and distances recorded regulation II-1/28
on trials, together with the results of trials to determine the
ability of ships having multiple propellers to navigate and
manoeuvre with one or more propellers inoperative, shall be
available on board for the use of the master or designated
personnel.
SOLAS regulations
Evaluation of the alternative design and arrangements
Where applicable, a copy of the documentation, as II-1/55.4.2, II-2/17.4.2, and
approved by the Administration, indicating that the chapter III/38.4.2
alternative design and arrangements comply with this
regulation shall be carried onboard the ship.
SOLAS 1974,
Maintenance plans
The maintenance plan shall include the necessary information regulations II-2/14.2.2,
about fire protection systems and fire-fighting systems and II-2/14.3 and and II-2/14.4
appliances as required by under regulation II-2/14.2.2.
For tankers, additional requirements are referred to in
regulation II-2/14.4.
For passenger ships carrying more than 36 Passengers, the
maintenance plan should include low-location lighting and
public address system as required by SOLAS regulation
II-2/14.3
Onboard training and drills record
Fire drills shall be conducted and recorded in accordance
with the provisions of regulations III/19.3 and III/19.5.
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SOLAS 1974,
Fire safety training manual
A training manual shall be written in the working language of regulation II-2/15.2.3
the ship and shall be provided in each crew mess room and
recreation room or in each crew cabin. The manual shall
contain the instructions and information required in
regulation II-2/15.2.3.4. Part of such information may be
provided in the form of audio-visual aids in lieu of the
manual.
SOLAS 1974,
Fire control plan/booklet
General arrangement plans shall be permanently exhibited regulations II-2/15.2.4 and
for the guidance of the ship's officers, showing clearly for II-2/15.3.2
each deck the control stations, the various fire sections
together with particulars of the fire detection and fire alarm
systems and the fire-extinguishing appliances, etc.
Alternatively, at the discretion of the Administration, the
aforementioned details may be set out in a booklet, a copy
of which shall be supplied to each officer, and one copy
shall at all times be available on board in an accessible
position. Plans and booklets shall be kept up to date; any
alterations shall be recorded as soon as practicable.
A duplicate set of fire control plans or a booklet containing
such plans shall be permanently stored in a prominently
marked weathertight enclosure outside the deckhouse for
the assistance of shoreside fire-fighting personnel.
Fire safety operational booklet
The fire safety operational booklet shall contain the
necessary information and instructions for the safe
operation of the ship and cargo handling operations in
relation to fire safety. The booklet shall be written in the
working language of the ship and be provided in each crew
mess room and recreation room or in each crew cabin.
The booklet may be combined with the fire safety training
manuals required in regulation II-2/15.2.3.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation II-2/16.2

SOLAS 1974,
Operations manual for helicopter facility
Each helicopter facility, if fitted, shall have an operations regulation II-2/18.8.1
manual, including a description and a checklist of safety
precautions, procedures and equipment requirements. This
manual may be part of the ship's emergency response
procedures
Statement of acceptance of the installation of SOLAS regulation III/1.5;
replacement release and retrieval system to an existing LSA Code, para. 4.4.7.6;
MSC.1/Circ.1392/Corr.1
lifeboat
For all ships, no later than the first scheduled dry-docking
after 1 July 2014, but no later than 1 July 2019, lifteboat
on-load release mechanisms not complying with paragraphs
4.4.7.6.4 to 4.4.7.6.6 of the LSA Code shall be replaced with
equipment that complies with the Code.
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SOLAS regulation III/8
Muster list and emergency instructions
All ships shall be provided with muster list and emergency and III/37
instructions, which shall comply with the requirements of
regulation 37 and be exhibited in conspicuous places
throughout the ship including the navigation bridge,
engine-room and crew accommodation spaces. In the case
of passenger ships, these instructions shall be drawn up in
the language(s) required by its flag State and in the English
language.
Ship-specific Plans and Procedures for Recovery of
Persons from the Water
All ships shall have ship-specific plans and procedures for
recovery of persons from the water. Ships constructed
before 1 July 2014 shall comply with this requirement by the
first periodical or renewal safety equipment survey of the ship
to be carried out after 1 July 2014, whichever comes first.

SOLAS 1974 regulation,
III/17-1;
Resolution MSC.346(91);
MSC.1/Circ.1447

Ro-ro passenger ships which comply with regulation III/26.4
shall be deemed to comply with this regulation.
The Plans and Procedures should be considered as a
part of the emergency preparedness plan required by
paragraph 8 of the ISM Code.
SOLAS 1974,
Training manual
The training manual, which may comprise several volumes, regulation III/35
shall contain instructions and information, in easily
understood terms illustrated wherever possible, on the
life-saving appliances provided in the ship and on the best
methods of survival. Any part of such information may be
provided in the form of audio-visual aids in lieu of the
manual.
SOLAS 1974,
Radio record
A record shall be kept, to the satisfaction of the regulation IV/17
Administration and as required by the Radio Regulations, of
all incidents connected with the radiocommunication service
which appear to be of importance to safety of life at sea
SOLAS 1974,
Minimum safe manning document
Every ship to which chapter I of the Convention applies shall regulation V/14.2
be provided with an appropriate safe manning document or
equivalent issued by the Administration as evidence of the
minimum safe manning.
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SOLAS 1974,
Voyage data recorder system – certificate of compliance
The voyage data recorder system, including all sensors, regulation V/18.8
shall be subjected to an annual performance test. The test
shall be conducted by an approved testing or servicing
facility to verify the accuracy, duration and recoverability of
the recorded data. In addition, tests and inspections shall be
conducted to determine the serviceability of all protective
enclosures and devices fitted to aid location. A copy of the
certificate of compliance issued by the testing facility, stating
the date of compliance and the applicable performance
standards, shall be retained on board the ship.
SOLAS 1974, regulation
AIS test report
The Automatic Identification System (AIS) shall be V/18.9;
subjected to an annual test by an approved surveyor or an MSC.1/Circ.1252
approved testing or servicing facility. A copy of the test
report shall be retained on board and should be in
accordance with a model form set out in the annex to
MSC.1/Circ.1252
SOLAS 1974,
Nautical charts and nautical publications
Nautical charts and nautical publications for the intended regulations V/19.2.1.4 and
voyage shall be adequate and up to date. An electronic V/27
chart display and information system (ECDIS) is also
accepted as meeting the chart carriage requirements of this
subparagraph.
LRIT conformance test report
A Conformance test report should be issued, on satisfactory
completion of a conformance test, by the Administration or
the ASP who conducted the test acting on behalf of the
Administration and should be in accordance with the model
set out in appendix 2 of MSC.1/Circ.1307.

SOLAS 1974, regulation
V/19-1;
MSC.1/Circ.1307

International Code of Signals and a copy of Volume III
of IAMSAR Manual
All ships required to carry a radio installation shall carry
the International Code of Signal; all ships shall carry an
up-to-date copy of Volume III of the International
Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue (IAMSAR)
Manual.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation V/21

SOLAS regulation V/
Records for pilot ladders used for pilot transfer
All pilot ladders used for pilot transfer shall be clearly 23.2.4
identified with tags or other permanent marking so as to
enable identification of each appliance for the purposes of
survey, inspection and record keeping. A record shall be
kept on the ship as to the date the identified ladder is placed
into service and any repairs effected.
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SOLAS 1974,
Records of navigational activities
All ships engaged on international voyages shall keep regulations V/26
on board a record of navigational activities and incidents and V/28.1
including drills and pre-departure tests. When such
information is not maintained in the ship's logbook, it shall
be maintained in another form approved by the
Administration.
Cargo Securing Manual
All cargoes other than solid and liquid bulk cargoes, cargo
units and cargo transport units, shall be loaded, stowed and
secured throughout the voyage in accordance with the
Cargo Securing Manual approved by the Administration. In
ships with ro-ro spaces, as defined in regulation II-2/3.41, all
securing of such cargoes, cargo units and cargo transport
units, in accordance with the Cargo Securing Manual, shall
be completed before the ship leaves the berth. The Cargo
Securing Manual is required on all types of ships engaged
in the carriage of all cargoes other than solid and liquid bulk
cargoes, which shall be drawn up to a standard at least
equivalent to the guidelines developed by the Organization.

SOLAS 1974,
regulations VI/5.6
and VII/5;
MSC.1/Circ.1353/Rev.1

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS)
Ships carrying oil or oil fuel, as defined in regulation 1 of
annex 1 of the International Convention for the Prevention
of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol
of 1978 relating thereto, shall be provided with material
safety data sheets, based on the recommendations
developed by the Organization, prior to the loading of such
oil as cargo in bulk or bunkering of oil fuel.

SOLAS 1974, regulation
VI/5-1;
resolution MSC.286(86)

Safety Management Certificate
A Safety Management Certificate shall be issued to every
ship by the Administration or an organization recognized by
the Administration. The Administration or an organization
recognized by it shall, before issuing the Safety
Management Certificate, verify that the company and its
shipboard management operate in accordance with the
approved safety management system.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation IX/4;
ISM Code,
paragraph 13

Document of Compliance
A document of compliance shall be issued to every
company which complies with the requirements of the
ISM Code. A copy of the document shall be kept on board.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation IX/4;
ISM Code,
paragraph 13

SOLAS 1974,
Continuous Synopsis Record (CSR)
Every ship to which chapter I of the Convention applies shall regulation XI-1/5
be issued with a Continuous Synopsis Record. The
Continuous Synopsis Record provides an onboard record of
the history of the ship with respect to the information recorded
therein.
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Ship Security Plan and associated records
Each ship shall carry on board a ship security plan approved
by the Administration. The plan shall make provisions for the
three security levels as defined in part A of the ISPS Code.
Records of the following activities addressed in the ship
security plan shall be kept on board for at least the minimum
period specified by the Administration:
.1
.2
.3
.4
.5

.6
.7
.8
.9
.10

Reference
SOLAS 1974,
regulation XI-2/9;
ISPS Code. part A,
sections 9 and 10

training, drills and exercises;
security threats and security incidents;
breaches of security;
changes in security level;
communications relating to the direct security of
the ship such as specific threats to the ship or to
port facilities the ship is, or has been, in;
internal audits and reviews of security activities;
periodic review of the ship security assessment;
periodic review of the ship security plan;
implementation of any amendments to the plan;
and
maintenance, calibration and testing of any
security equipment provided on board, including
testing of the ship security alert system.

International Ship Security Certificate (ISSC) or Interim
International Ship Security Certificate
An International Ship Security Certificate (ISSC) shall be
issued to every ship by the Administration or an
organization recognized by it to verify that the ship complies
with the maritime security provisions of SOLAS chapter XI-2
and part A of the ISPS Code. An interim ISSC may be
issued under the ISPS Code, part A, section 19.4.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation XI-2/9.1.1;
ISPS Code, part A,
section 19 and
appendices.

MARPOL Annex I,
International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate
An international Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate shall be regulation 7
issued, after survey in accordance with regulation 6 of
Annex I of MARPOL, to any oil tanker of 150 gross tonnage
and above and any other ship of 400 gross tonnage and
above which is engaged in voyages to ports or offshore
terminals under the jurisdiction of other Parties to MARPOL.
The certificate is supplemented with a Record of
Construction and Equipment for Ships other than Oil
Tankers (Form A) or a Record of Construction and
Equipment for Oil Tankers (Form B), as appropriate.
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Oil Record Book
Every oil tanker of 150 gross tonnage and above and every
ship of 400 gross tonnage and above other than an oil
tanker shall be provided with an Oil Record Book, Part I
(Machinery space operations). Every oil tanker of 150 gross
tonnage and above shall also be provided with an
Oil Record Book, Part II (Cargo/ballast operations).

MARPOL Annex I,
regulations 17
and 36

Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan
Every oil tanker of 150 gross tonnage and above and every
ship other than an oil tanker of 400 gross tonnage and
above shall carry on board a Shipboard Oil Pollution
Emergency Plan approved by the Administration.

MARPOL Annex I,
regulation 37; resolution
MEPC.54(32), as
amended by resolution
MEPC.86(44)

MARPOL Annex IV,
International Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate
An International Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate regulation 5;
shall be issued, after an initial or renewal survey in MEPC/Circ.408
accordance with the provisions of regulation 4 of Annex IV
of MARPOL, to any ship which is required to comply with
the provisions of that Annex and is engaged in voyages to
ports or offshore terminals under the jurisdiction of other
Parties to the Convention.
Document of approval for the rate of sewage discharge
Untreated sewage from ships other than passenger ships in
all areas and from passenger ships outside special areas
that has been stored in holding tanks shall be discharged at
a moderate rate approved by the Administration based upon
the standards developed by the Organization.

MARPOL Annex IV,
regulation 11.1.1;
Resolution MEPC. 157
(55)

Garbage Management Plan
Every ship of 100 gross tonnage and above and every ship
which is certified to carry 15 persons or more shall carry a
garbage management plan which the crew shall follow.

MARPOL Annex V,
regulation 10;
resolution MEPC.220(63)
71(38);
MEPC/Circ.317

MARPOL Annex V,
Garbage Record Book
Every ship of 400 gross tonnage and above and every ship regulation 10
which is certified to carry 15 persons or more engaged in
voyages to ports or offshore terminals under the jurisdiction
of other Parties to the Convention and every fixed and
floating platform engaged in exploration and exploitation of
the seabed shall be provided with a Garbage Record Book.
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MARPOL Annex VI,
International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate
Ships constructed before the date of entry into force of the regulation 6
Protocol of 1997 shall be issued with an International Air
Pollution Prevention Certificate. Any ship of 400 gross
tonnage and above engaged in voyages to ports or offshore
terminals under the jurisdiction of other Parties and
platforms and drilling rigs engaged in voyages to waters
under the sovereignty or jurisdiction of other Parties to the
Protocol of 1997 shall be issued with an International Air
Pollution Prevention Certificate.
MARPOL Annex VI,
International Energy Efficiency Certificate
An International Energy Efficiency Certificate for the ship regulation 6
shall be issued after a survey in accordance with the
provisions of regulation 5.4 to any ships of 400 gross tonnage
and above before that ship may engage in voyages to ports
or offshore terminals under the jurisdiction of other Parties.
MARPOL Annex VI,
Ozone-depleting Substances Record Book
Each ship subject to MARPOL Annex VI, regulation 6.1 that regulation 12.6
has rechargeable systems that contain ozone-depleting
substances shall maintain an ozone-depleting substances
record book.
Fuel Oil Changeover Procedure and Logbook (record of
fuel changeover)
Those ships using separate fuel oils to comply with
MARPOL Annex VI, regulation 14.3 and entering or leaving
an emission control area shall carry a written procedure
showing how the fuel oil changeover is to be done. The
volume of low-sulphur fuel oils in each tank as well as the
date, time and position of the ship when any fuel oil
changeover operation is completed prior to the entry into an
emission control area or commenced after exit from such an
area shall be recorded in such logbook as prescribed by the
Administration.

MARPOL Annex VI,
regulation 14.6

Manufacturer's Operating Manual for Incinerators
Incinerators installed in accordance with the requirements of
MARPOL Annex VI, regulation 16.6.1 shall be provided with
a Manufacturer's Operating Manual, which is to be retained
with the unit.

MARPOL Annex VI,
regulation 16.7

MARPOL Annex VI,
Bunker Delivery Note and Representative Sample
Bunker Delivery Note and representative sample of the fuel oil regulations 18.6
delivered shall be kept on board in accordance with and 18.8.1
requirements of MARPOL Annex VI, regulations 18.6
and 18.8.1.
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MARPOL Annex VI,
EEDI Technical File
Applicable to ships falling into one or more of categories in regulation 20
MARPOL Annex VI, regulations 2.25 to 2.35.
MARPOL Annex VI,
Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP)
All ships of 400 gross tonnage and above, excluding platforms regulation 22;
(including FPSOs and FSUs) and drilling rigs, regardless of MEPC.1/Circ.795
their propulsion, shall keep on board a ship specific Ship
Energy Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP). This may form
part of the ship's Safety management System (SMS).
NOx Technical Code,
Technical File
Every marine diesel engine installed on board a ship shall 2008,
be provided with a Technical File. The Technical File shall paragraph 2.3.4
be prepared by the applicant for engine certification and
approved by the Administration, and is required to
accompany an engine throughout its life on board ships.
The Technical File shall contain the information as specified
in paragraph 2.4.1 of the NOx Technical Code, 2008.
NOx
Technical
Code,
Record Book of Engine Parameters
Where the Engine Parameter Check method in accordance 2008,paragraph 2.3.7
with paragraph 6.2 of the NOx Technical Code, 2008 is used
to verify compliance, if any adjustments or modifications are
made to an engine after its pre-certification, a full record of
such adjustments or modifications shall be recorded in the
engine's Record Book of Engine Parameters.
Certificates for masters, officers or ratings
Certificates for masters, officers or ratings shall be issued to
those candidates who, to the satisfaction of the
Administration, meet the requirements for service, age,
medical fitness, training, qualifications and examinations in
accordance with the appropriate provisions of the 1978
STCW Convention and STCW Code. Formats of certificates
are given in section A-I/2 of the STCW Code. Certificates
must be kept available in their original form on board the
ships on which the holder is serving.

STCW 1978,
article VI,
regulation I/2;
STCW Code,
section A-I/2

Fishing vessel personnel serving on board seagoing fishing
vessels shall be certificated in accordance with the
provisions of STCW-F Convention 1995. Formats of STCW-F 1995
certificates are given in the appendix 1, 2 and 3 of the article 6,
Convention.
regulation 3
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Records of hours of rest
Records of daily hours of rest of seafarers shall be
maintained on board.

Reference
STCW Code,
section A-VIII/1;
Maritime Labour
Convention, 2006;
IMO/ILO Guidelines for
the development of tables
of seafarers' shipboard
working arrangements and
formats of records of
seafarers' hours of work or
hours of rest

AFS Convention,
International Anti-fouling System Certificate
Ships of 400 GT and above engaged in international regulation 2(1) of annex 4
voyages, excluding fixed or floating platforms, FSUs, and
FPSOs, shall be issued after inspection and survey an
international Anti-fouling System Certificate together with a
Record of Anti-fouling Systems.
AFS Convention,
Declaration on Anti-fouling System
Ships of 24 m or more in length, but less than 400 GT regulation 5(1) of annex 4
engaged in international voyages, excluding fixed or floating
platforms, FSUs, and FPSOs, shall carry a declaration signed
by the owner or owner's authorized agents. Such a declaration
shall be accompanied by appropriate documentation (such as
a paint receipt or a contractor invoice) or contain appropriate
endorsement.
Certificate of insurance or other financial security in Bunkers Convention 2001,
article 7
respect of civil liability for bunker oil pollution damage
Certificate attesting that insurance or other financial security
is in force in accordance with the provisions of this
Convention shall be issued to each ship having a gross
tonnage greater than 1,000 after the appropriate authority of
a State Party has determined that the requirements of
article 7, paragraph 1 have been complied with. With
respect to a ship registered in a State Party such certificate
shall be issued or certified by the appropriate authority of
the State of the ship's registry; with respect to a ship not
registered in a State Party it may be issued or certified by
the appropriate authority of any State Party. A State Party
may authorize either an institution or an organization
recognized by it to issue the certificate referred to in
article 7, paragraph 2. This compulsory insurance certificate
shall be in the form of the model set out in the annex to the
Convention.
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Certificate of insurance or other financial security in
respect of liability for the removal of wrecks
Certificate attesting that insurance or other financial security
is in force in accordance with the provisions of the
Convention shall be issued to each ship of 300 gross
tonnage and above by the appropriate authority of the State
of the ship's registry after determining that the requirements
of article 12.1 have been complied with. With respect to a
ship registered in a State Party, such certificate shall be
issued or certified by the appropriate authority of the State
of the ship's registry; with respect to a ship not registered in
a State Party it may be issued or certified by the appropriate
authority of any State Party. This compulsory insurance
certificate shall be in the form of the model set out in the
annex to the Convention.

2

In addition to the certificates listed in section 1 above,
passenger ships shall carry:
Passenger Ship Safety Certificate
A certificate called a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate
shall be issued after inspection and survey to a passenger
ship which complies with the requirements of
chapters II-1, II-2, III, IV and V and any other relevant
requirements of SOLAS 1974. A Record of Equipment for
the Passenger Ship Safety Certificate (Form P) shall be
permanently attached.

Reference
Nairobi WRC 2007,
article 12

SOLAS 1974,
regulation I/12;
1988 SOLAS Protocol,
regulation I/12

Decision support system for masters
In all passenger ships, a decision support system for
emergency management shall be provided on the
navigation bridge.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation III/29

Search and rescue cooperation plan
Passenger ships to which chapter I of the Convention
applies shall have on board a plan for cooperation with
appropriate search and rescue services in event of an
emergency.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation V/7.3

SOLAS 1974,
List of operational limitations
Passenger ships to which chapter I of the Convention regulation V/30
applies shall keep on board a list of all limitations on the
operation of the ship, including exemptions from any of the
SOLAS regulations, restrictions in operating areas, weather
restrictions, sea state restrictions, restrictions in permissible
loads, trim, speed and any other limitations, whether
imposed by the Administration or established during the
design or the building stages.
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Special Trade Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, STP 71, rule 5
Special Trade Passenger Ship Space Certificate
A Special Trade Passenger Ship Safety Certificate issued
under the provisions of the Special Trade Passenger Ships
Agreement, 1971.
A certificate called a Special Trade Passenger Ship Space SSTP 73,
Certificate shall be issued under the provisions of the rule 5
Protocol on Space Requirements for Special Trade
Passenger Ships, 1973.
Certificate of insurance or other financial security in PAL 1974 as modified by
respect of liability for the death of and personal injury PAL Protocol 2002,
article 4bis;
to passengers
resolution A.988(24);
A certificate attesting that insurance or other financial Circular Letter No.2758
security is in force in accordance with the provisions of this
Convention shall be issued to each ship that is licensed to
carry more than twelve passengers, after the appropriate
authority of a State Party has determined that the
requirements of Article 4bis paragraph 1 have been
complied with. With respect to a ship registered in a State
Party, such certificate shall be issued or certified by the
appropriate authority of the State of the ship's registry; with
respect to a ship not registered in a State Party it may be
issued or certified by the appropriate authority of any State
Party. A State Party may authorize an institution or an
organization recognized by it to issue the certificate. The
certificate shall be in the form of the model set out in the
annex to the Convention
Pursuant to resolution A.988(24), States are recommended
to ratify the Athens Protocol as soon as possible with the
reservation that they reserve the right to issue and accept
insurance certificates with such special exceptions and
limitations as the insurance market conditions at the time of
issue of the certificate may necessitate, examples being the
biochemical
clause
and
terrorism-related
clauses
(Circular Letter No.2758 refers)
3

In addition to the certificates listed in section 1 above,
cargo ships shall carry:
Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate
A certificate called a Cargo Ship Safety Construction
Certificate shall be issued after survey to a cargo ship
of 500 gross tonnage and over which satisfies the
requirements for cargo ships on survey, set out in
regulation I/10 of SOLAS 1974, and complies with the
applicable requirements of chapters II-1 and II-2, other than
those relating to fire-extinguishing appliances and
fire-control plans.
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Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate
A certificate called a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment
Certificate shall be issued after survey to a cargo ship
of 500 gross tonnage and over which complies with the
relevant requirements of chapters II-1 and II-2, III and V and
any other relevant requirements of SOLAS 1974. A Record
of Equipment for the Cargo Ship Safety Equipment
Certificate (Form E) shall be permanently attached.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation I/12;
1988 SOLAS Protocol,
regulation I/12

Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate
A certificate called a Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate
shall be issued after survey to a cargo ship of 300 gross
tonnage and over, fitted with a radio installation, including
those used in life-saving appliances, which complies with
the requirements of chapter IV and any other relevant
requirements of SOLAS 1974. A Record of Equipment for
the Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate (Form R) shall be
permanently attached.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation I/12,
as amended by the
GMDSS amendments;
1988 SOLAS Protocol,
regulation I/12

1988 SOLAS Protocol,
Cargo Ship Safety Certificate
A certificate called a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate may be regulation I/12
issued after survey to a cargo ship which complies with the
relevant requirements of chapters II-1, II-2, III, IV and V and
other relevant requirements of SOLAS 1974 as modified by
the 1988 SOLAS Protocol, as an alternative to the Cargo
Ship Safety Construction Certificate, Cargo Ship Safety
Equipment Certificate and Cargo Ship Safety Radio
Certificate. A Record of Equipment for the Cargo Ship
Safety Certificate (Form C) shall be permanently attached.
SOLAS 1974,
Ship Structure Access Manual
This regulation applies to oil tankers of 500 gross tonnage regulation II-1/3-6
and over and bulk carriers, as defined in regulation IX/1,
of 20,000 gross tonnage and over, constructed on or
after 1 January 2006. A ship's means of access to carry out
overall
and
close-up
inspections
and thickness
measurements shall be described in a Ship structure access
manual approved by the Administration, an updated copy of
which shall be kept on board.
Cargo Information
The shipper shall provide the master or his representative
with appropriate information, confirmed in writing, on the
cargo, in advance of loading. In bulk carriers, the density of
the cargo shall be provided in the above information.

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

SOLAS 1974,
regulations VI/2
and XII/10;
MSC/Circ.663

III 3/14
Annex 9, page 18
No.

Contents

Reference

Bulk Carrier Booklet
To enable the master to prevent excessive stress in the
ship's structure, the ship loading and unloading solid bulk
cargoes shall be provided with a booklet referred to in
SOLAS regulation VI/7.2. The booklet shall be endorsed by
the Administration or on its behalf to indicate that SOLAS
regulations XII/4, 5, 6 and 7, as appropriate, are complied
with. As an alternative to a separate booklet, the required
information may be contained in the intact stability booklet.

SOLAS 1974,
regulations VI/7
and XII/8;
Code of Practice for the
Safe Loading and
Unloading of Bulk Carriers
(BLU Code)

Document of authorization for the carriage of grain and
grain loading manual
A document of authorization shall be issued for every ship
loaded in accordance with the regulations of the
International Code for the Safe Carriage of Grain in Bulk.
The document shall accompany or be incorporated into the
grain loading manual provided to enable the master to meet
the stability requirements of the Code.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation VI/9;
International Code for the
Safe Carriage of Grain in
Bulk, section 3

Enhanced survey report file
Bulk carriers and oil tankers shall have a survey report file
and supporting documents complying with paragraphs 6.2
and 6.3 of annex A/ and annex B, part A/part B, 2011 ESP
Code.

SOLAS 1974,
regulation XI-1/2;
2011 ESP Code
(resolution A.1049(27), as
amended)

MARPOL Annex I,
Dedicated Clean Ballast Tank Operation Manual
Every product carrier of 40,000 tonnes deadweight and regulation 18.8;
above delivered on or before 1 June 1982, operating with resolution A.495(XII)
dedicated clean ballast tanks shall be provided with a
Dedicated Clean Ballast Tank Operation Manual detailing
the system and specifying operational procedures. Such a
Manual shall be to the satisfaction of the Administration and
shall contain all the information set out in the Specifications
referred to in subparagraph 8.2 of MARPOL Annex I
regulation 18. If an alteration affecting the dedicated clean
ballast tank system is made, the Operation Manual shall be
revised accordingly.
Condition Assessment Scheme (CAS) Statement of
Compliance, CAS Final Report and Review Record
A Statement of Compliance shall be issued by the
Administration to every oil tanker which has been surveyed
in accordance with the requirements of the Condition
Assessment Scheme (CAS) and found to be in compliance
with these requirements. In addition, a copy of the CAS
Final Report which was reviewed by the Administration for
the issue of the Statement of Compliance and a copy of the
relevant Review Record shall be placed on board to
accompany the Statement of Compliance.
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Subdivision and stability information
Every oil tanker to which regulation 28 of Annex I of
MARPOL applies shall be provided in an approved form
with information relative to loading and distribution of cargo
necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of this
regulation and data on the ability of the ship to comply with
damage stability criteria as determined by this regulation.

Reference
MARPOL Annex I,
regulation 28

Record of oil discharge monitoring and control system MARPOL Annex I,
regulation 31
for the last ballast voyage
Subject to the provisions of paragraphs 4 and 5 of
regulation 3 of MARPOL Annex I, every oil tanker
of 150 gross tonnage and above shall be equipped with an oil
discharge monitoring and control system approved by the
Administration. The system shall be fitted with a recording
device to provide a continuous record of the discharge in
litres per nautical mile and total quantity discharged, or the oil
content and rate of discharge. The record shall be identifiable
as to time and date and shall be kept for at least three years.
Oil Discharge Monitoring and Control (ODMC)
Operational Manual
Every oil tanker fitted with an Oil Discharge Monitoring and
Control system shall be provided with instructions as to the
operation of the system in accordance with an operational
manual approved by the Administration.

MARPOL Annex I,
regulation 31; resolution
A.496(XII); resolution
A.586(14), as amended by
resolution MEPC.24(22);
resolution MEPC.108(49),
as amended by
MEPC.240(65)

Crude Oil Washing Operation and Equipment Manual MARPOL Annex I,
regulation 35; resolution
(COW Manual)
Every oil tanker operating with crude oil washing systems MEPC.81(43)
shall be provided with an Operations and Equipment
Manual detailing the system and equipment and specifying
operational procedures. Such a Manual shall be to the
satisfaction of the Administration and shall contain all the
information set out in the specifications referred to in
regulation 35 of Annex I of MARPOL.
MARPOL Annex I,
STS Operation Plan and Records of STS Operations
Any oil tanker involved in STS operations shall carry on regulation 41
board a plan prescribing how to conduct STS operations
(STS operations Plan) not later than the date of the first
annual, intermediate or renewal survey of the ship to be
carried out on or after 1 January 2011. Each oil tanker's
STS operations plan shall be approved by the
Administration. The STS operations plan shall be written in
the working language of the ship.
Records of STS operations shall be retained on board for
three years and be readily available for inspection.
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VOC Management Plan
A tanker carrying crude oil, to which MARPOL Annex VI,
regulation 15.1 applies, shall have on board and implement
a VOC Management Plan.

MARPOL Annex VI,
regulation 15.6

Document of approval for the stability instrument
All ships, subject to the IBC, IGC, BCH and GC Codes,
should be fitted with a stability instrument capable of
verifying compliance with intact and damage stability
approved by the Administration, at the first scheduled
renewal survey of the ship on or after 1 January 2016, but
not later than 1 January 2021, having regard to the
performance standards recommended by the Organization.
The Administration should issue a document of approval for
the stability instrument.

IBC Code para. 2.2.6;
IGC Code para. 2.2.6;
BCH code para. 2.2.1.2;
GC Code para. 2.2.4;
2008 IS Code;
MSC.1/Circ.1229;
MSC.1/Circ.1461.

Certificate of insurance or other financial security in CLC 1969,
article VII
respect of civil liability for oil pollution damage
A certificate attesting that insurance or other financial security
is in force shall be issued to each ship carrying more
than 2,000 tonnes of oil in bulk as cargo. It shall be issued or
certified by the appropriate authority of the State of the ship's
registry after determining that the requirements of article VII,
paragraph 1, of the CLC Convention have been complied
with.
Certificate of insurance or other financial security in CLC 1992,
article VII
respect of civil liability for oil pollution damage
A certificate attesting that insurance or other financial
security is in force in accordance with the provisions of
the 1992 CLC Convention shall be issued to each ship
carrying more than 2,000 tonnes of oil in bulk as cargo after
the appropriate authority of a Contracting State has
determined that the requirements of article VII, paragraph 1,
of the Convention have been complied with. With respect to
a ship registered in a Contracting State, such certificate
shall be issued by the appropriate authority of the State of
the ship's registry; with respect to a ship not registered in a
Contracting State, it may be issued or certified by the
appropriate authority of any Contracting State.
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In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1 and 3
above, where appropriate, any ship carrying noxious
liquid chemical substances in bulk shall carry:
International Pollution Prevention Certificate for the MARPOL Annex II,
Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk regulation 9 8
(NLS Certificate)
An international pollution prevention certificate for the
carriage of noxious liquid substances in bulk
(NLS Certificate) shall be issued, after survey in accordance
with the provisions of regulation 8 of Annex II of MARPOL,
to any ship carrying noxious liquid substances in bulk and
which is engaged in voyages to ports or terminals under the
jurisdiction of other Parties to MARPOL. In respect of
chemical tankers, the Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage
of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk and the International
Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous
Chemicals in Bulk, issued under the provisions of the Bulk
Chemical Code and International Bulk Chemical Code,
respectively, shall have the same force and receive the
same recognition as the NLS Certificate.
MARPOL Annex II,
Cargo record book
Ships carrying noxious liquid substances in bulk shall be regulation 15.1 2
provided with a Cargo Record Book, whether as part of the
ship's official log book or otherwise, in the form specified in
appendix II to Annex II.
Procedures and Arrangements Manual (P & A Manual)
Every ship certified to carry noxious liquid substances in
bulk shall have on board a Procedures and Arrangements
Manual approved by the Administration.

MARPOL Annex II,
regulation 14;
resolution MEPC.18(22),
as amended by resolution
MEPC.62(35)

Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan for
Noxious Liquid Substances
Every ship of 150 gross tonnage and above certified to carry
noxious liquid substances in bulk shall carry on board a
shipboard marine pollution emergency plan for noxious
liquid substances approved by the Administration.

MARPOL Annex II,
regulation 17;
resolution MEPC.85(44),
as amended by resolution
MEPC.137(35)
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In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1 and 3
above, where applicable, any chemical tanker shall carry:
Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous BCH Code,
section 1.6;
Chemicals in Bulk
A certificate called a Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of
Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk, the model form of which is
set out in the appendix to the Bulk Chemical Code, should
be issued after an initial or periodical survey to a chemical
tanker engaged in international voyages which complies
with the relevant requirements of the Code.
Note: The Code is mandatory under Annex II of MARPOL for
chemical tankers constructed before 1 July 1986.
or
International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of IBC Code,
section 1.5;
Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk
A certificate called an International Certificate of Fitness for
the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk, the model
form of which is set out in the appendix to the International
Bulk Chemical Code, should be issued after an initial or
periodical survey to a chemical tanker engaged in
international voyages, which complies with the relevant
requirements of the Code.
Note: The Code is mandatory under both chapter VII of
SOLAS 1974 and Annex II of MARPOL for chemical tankers
constructed on or after 1 July 1986.

6

In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1 and 3
above, where applicable, any gas carrier shall carry:
Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied GC Code,
section 1.6
Gases in Bulk
A certificate called a Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of
Liquefied Gases in Bulk, the model form of which is set out
in the appendix to the Gas Carrier Code, should be issued
after an initial or periodical survey to a gas carrier which
complies with the relevant requirements of the Code.
International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of IGC Code,
section 1.4 5;
Liquefied Gases in Bulk
A certificate called an International Certificate of Fitness for
the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in Bulk, the model form of
which is set out in the appendix to the International Gas
Carrier Code, should be issued after an initial or periodical
survey to a gas carrier which complies with the relevant
requirements of the Code.
Note: The Code is mandatory under chapter VII of SOLAS 1974
for gas carriers constructed on or after 1 July 1986.
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In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1, and 2
or 3 above, where applicable, any high-speed craft shall
carry:
SOLAS 1974,
regulation X/3;
1994 HSC Code,
section 1.8;
2000 HSC Code,
section 1.8
1994 HSC Code,
Permit to Operate High-Speed Craft
A certificate called a Permit to Operate High-Speed Craft section 1.9;
shall be issued to a craft which complies with the 2000 HSC Code,
requirements set out in paragraphs 1.2.2 to 1.2.7 of section 1.9
the 1994 HSC Code or the 2000 HSC Code, as appropriate.
High-Speed Craft Safety Certificate
A certificate called a High-Speed Craft Safety Certificate
shall be issued after completion of an initial or renewal
survey to a craft which complies with the requirements of
the 1994 HSC Code or the 2000 HSC Code, as appropriate.

8

In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1, and 2
or 3 above, where applicable, any ship carrying
dangerous goods shall carry:
Document of compliance with the special requirements SOLAS 1974,
regulation II-2/19.4
for ships carrying dangerous goods
The Administration shall provide the ship with an appropriate
document as evidence of compliance of construction and
equipment with the requirements of regulation II-2/19 of
SOLAS 1974. Certification for dangerous goods, except solid
dangerous goods in bulk, is not required for those cargoes
specified as class 6.2 and 7 and dangerous goods in limited
quantities.
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In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1, and 2
or 3 above, where applicable, any ship carrying
dangerous goods in packaged form shall carry:
Transport information
Transport information relating to the carriage of dangerous
goods in packaged form and the container/vehicle packing
certificate shall be in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the IMDG Code and shall be made available to
the person or organization designated by the port State
authority

SOLAS 1974,
regulation VII/4.1

Dangerous goods manifest or stowage plan
Each ship carrying dangerous goods in packaged form shall
have a special list or manifest setting forth, in accordance
with the classification set out in the IMDG Code, the
dangerous goods on board and the location thereof. Each
ship carrying dangerous goods in solid form in bulk shall
have a list or manifest setting forth the dangerous goods on
board and the location thereof. A detailed stowage plan,
which identifies by class and sets out the location of all
dangerous goods on board, may be used in place of such a
special list or manifest. A copy of one of these documents
shall be made available before departure to the person or
organization designated by the port State authority.

SOLAS 1974,
regulations VII/4.2 5 and
VII/7-2.2;
MARPOL Annex III,
regulation 4

In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1, and 2
or 3 above, where applicable, any ship carrying
INF cargo shall carry:
International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of
INF Cargo
A ship carrying INF cargo shall comply with the
requirements of the International Code for the Safe Carriage
of Packaged Irradiated Nuclear Fuel, Plutonium and
High-Level Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships
(INF Code) in addition to any other applicable requirements
of the SOLAS regulations and shall be surveyed and be
provided with the International Certificate of Fitness for the
Carriage of INF Cargo.
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In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1, and 2
or 3 above, where applicable, any Nuclear Ship shall
carry:

Reference

SOLAS 1974,
Operating Manual for nuclear power plant
A fully detailed Operating Manual shall be prepared for the regulation VIII/8
information and guidance of the operating personnel in their
duties on all matters relating to the operation of the nuclear
power plant having an important bearing on safety. The
Administration, when satisfied, shall approve such
Operating Manual and a copy shall be kept on board the
ship. The Operating Manual shall always be kept up-to-date.
A Nuclear Cargo Ship Safety Certificate or Nuclear SOLAS 1974,
Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, in place of the Cargo regulation VIII/10
Ship Safety Certificate or Passenger Ship Safety
Certificate, as appropriate.
Every Nuclear powered ship shall be issued with the
certificate required by SOLAS chapter VIII.
12

In addition to the certificates listed in sections 1, and 2
or 3 above, where applicable, any Ship operating in
Polar waters shall carry:
Polar Code,
Polar Ship Certificate
Every ship to which the Polar Code applies shall have on part I-A Section 1.3
board a valid Polar Ship Certificate. The certificate shall
include a supplement recording equipment required by the
Code.
Note: The Polar Code is expected to take effect on 1
January 2017 upon entry into force of the associated
amendments to SOLAS and MARPOL Annexes I, II, IV and
V.
Polar water operational manual (PWOM)
Every ship to which the Polar Code applies shall have on
board a Polar water operational manual (PWOM) as
required in part I-A section 2.3 of the Code.

https://edocs.imo.org/Final Documents/English/III 3-14 (E).docx

Polar Code,
part I-A section 2.3

III 3/14
Annex 9, page 26
No.

Contents

Reference

Other certificates and documents which are not mandatory
Special purpose ships
Special Purpose Ship Safety Certificate
In addition to SOLAS certificates as specified in paragraph 7 of
the Preamble of the 1983 SPS Code and 2008 SPS Code, a
Special Purpose Ship Safety Certificate should be issued after
survey in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1.6 of
the 1983 SPS Code and 2008 SPS Code. The duration and
validity of the certificate should be governed by the respective
provisions for cargo ships in SOLAS 1974. If a certificate is
issued for a special purpose ship of less than 500 gross
tonnage, this certificate should indicate to what extent
relaxations in accordance with 1.2 were accepted.

1983 SPS Code
(resolution A.534(13), as
amended);
2008 SPS Code
(resolution MSC.266(84),
as amended),
SOLAS 1974,
regulation I/12;
1988 SOLAS Protocol,
regulation I/12

The 2008 SPS Code applies the every special purpose ship of
not less than 500 GT certified on or after 13 May 2008.

Offshore support vessels
Offshore Supply Vessel Document of Compliance
The Document of Compliance should be issued after
satisfied that the vessel complies with the provisions of the
Guidelines for the design and construction of Offshore
Supply Vessels, 2006.

Resolution MSC.235(82),
as amended by resolution
MSC.335(90)

Certificate of Fitness for Offshore Support Vessels
When carrying such cargoes, offshore support vessels
should carry a Certificate of Fitness issued under the
"Guidelines for the Transport and Handling of Limited
Amounts of Hazardous and Noxious Liquid Substances in
Bulk on Offshore Support Vessels". If an offshore support
vessel carries only noxious liquid substances, a suitably
endorsed International Pollution Prevention Certificate for
the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk may be
issued instead of the above Certificate of Fitness.

Resolution A.673(16), as
amended by resolutions
MSC.184(79),
MSC.236(82) and
MEPC.158(55);
MARPOL
Annex II,
regulation 11.2 13(4)

Diving systems
Diving System Safety Certificate
A certificate should be issued either by the Administration or
any person or organization duly authorized by it after survey
or inspection to a diving system which complies with the
requirements of the Code of Safety for Diving Systems.
In every case, the Administration should assume full
responsibility for the certificate.
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Passenger submersible craft
Safety
Compliance
Certificate
for
Passenger MSC/Circ.981, as
amended by
Submersible Craft
Applicable to submersible craft adapted to accommodate MSC/Circ.1125
passengers and intended for underwater excursions with
the pressure in the passenger compartment at or near one
atmosphere.
A Design and Construction Document issued by the
Administration should be attached to the Safety Compliance
Certificate.
Dynamically supported craft
Dynamically Supported Craft Construction and DSC Code (resolution
A.373(X), as amended)
Equipment Certificate
To be issued after survey carried out in accordance with section 1.6
paragraph 1.5.1(a) of the Code of Safety for Dynamically
Supported Craft.
Mobile offshore drilling units
Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate
To be issued after survey carried out in accordance with the
provisions of the Code for the Construction and Equipment
of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 1979, or, for units
constructed on or after 1 May 1991, but before 1 January
2012, the Code for the Construction and Equipment of
Drilling Units, 1989, or for units constructed on or after 1
January 2012, the Code for the Construction and Equipment
of Drilling Units, 2009..

1979 MODU Code
(resolution A.414(XI), as
amended)
section 1.6;
1989 MODU Code
(resolution A.649(16), as
amended)
section 1.6;
2009 MODU Code
(resolution A.1023(26), as
amended)

Wing-In-Ground (WIG) Craft
Wing–in–ground Craft Safety Certificate
A certificate called a WIG Craft Safety Certificate should be
issued after completion of an initial or renewal survey to a
craft, which complies with the provisions of the Interim
Guidelines for WIG craft.
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Permit to Operate WIG Craft
A permit to operate should be issued by the Administration
to certify compliance with the provisions of the Interim
Guidelines for WIG craft.

MSC/Circ.1054, as
amended by
MSC/Circ.1126,
section 10

Noise levels
Resolution A.468(XII),
Noise Survey Report
Applicable to existing ships to which SOLAS II-1/3-12 does section 4.3
not apply.
A noise survey report should be made for each ship in
accordance with the Code on Noise Levels on Board Ships.

***
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ANNEX 10
STATEMENTS BY DELEGATIONS

ITEM 5 – Statement by the delegation of Denmark
Thank you Chair for allowing us to make a brief statement on the implementation of
electronic certificates in Denmark.
We did already make a similar statement at the recent meeting of the MSC. However, we
have requested this opportunity to address the III Sub-committee, because the information
relates to port State control and is thus of particular importance to the distinguished
delegates present here.
Denmark is honoured and happy to announce that since June 24, we no longer issue flag
State certificates on paper. Instead, all ships flying the Danish flag are gradually switching to
carrying electronic certificates as each certificate expires and is renewed.
The certificates in question are basically all those issued by the Danish flag State according
to applicable IMO and ILO Conventions, such as SOLAS, MARPOL, the Load Line and
Tonnage Conventions and the ILO Maritime Labour Convention, 2006.
These new certificates are viewed on screen by PSC inspectors and other parties. The digital
format allows for instant and cost free transmission of certificates, thus cutting expenses and
reducing time consumption for ships' crews, ship owners, commercial agents as well as
Port State- and Flag State administrations.
Besides the fact, that Danish certificates are now viewed on screen rather than paper, they
look much the same as always. They still carry a coat of arms, the stamp of the Danish
Maritime Authority, a signature of an authorized inspector as well as a unique tracking
identification number.
The certificates are of course protected from alteration or tampering through encryption and
use of a digital signature. All of this means, that the certificates are in compliance with the
IMO Guidelines for the use of electronic certificates.
His Excellency, the Secretary-General has been formally advised earlier this year in writing
of all this information.
We wish to express that we hope and expect that our electronically certified ships will
continue to be welcomed in the ports of all IMO Members on an equal footing with ships
carrying traditional certificates.
Item 5 – Statement by the observer delegation of ICS
ICS welcomes document III 3/5/5 and shares a number of its concerns regarding the safe
use of ECDIS. Australia, draws attention to deficiencies including an overreliance on GNSS
to the detriment of alternative methods of checking position and ineffective passage
planning. ICS advises the Sub-Committee that a new edition of the ICS Bridge Procedures
Guide (BPG) was recently published containing specific recommendations which address
many of the issues raised by Australia.
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ECDIS has in some respects not yet delivered on the aspiration that it would increase
navigational safety. ICS particularly notes that Australia reports a rise in instances in which
poor navigational practices are combined with a lack of understanding in the use of such
systems.
Notwithstanding the outcome of III 2 subsequently endorsed by MSC 96 with respect to
lessons to be learned from air accident investigations, ICS considers that there are pertinent
lessons for shipping to be gained from the particular experience of the aviation industry in the
context of automated navigation systems. There are notable parallels in the challenges
facing both industries in this area and, in particular, improving understanding of the
functionality of automated systems.
In its widespread adoption and use of automated navigation systems, the aviation industry
leads the shipping industry. ICS draws attention to accident investigators within the aviation
industry (particularly including the NTSB in the United States and BEA in France) expressing
concern that the aviation industry's use of automation has been a significant factor in a
number of serious accidents.
ICS supports, in general, the measures including the proposals by Australia to improve the
safety of navigation at sea by, as yet unspecified further consideration to the safe
implementation of increasingly automated navigation and related systems on board.
Due to the need for a careful root cause analysis of accidents related to automated systems,
ICS considers that it may be premature to initially develop additional guidance to PSCOs
before a more holistic understanding of the implications of automated systems is achieved.
ITEM 6 – Statement by the delegation of Japan
This delegation thanks Australia for submitting the document III3/5/5.
We also found the similar issues, which Australia points out in this document, on Navigation
practice and Electronic Navigation Systems, especially on ECDIS during PSC inspection.
We share Australia's concern regarding poor navigational practice and difficulty in operating
electronic navigation equipment. Hence, we would like to support the proposal by Australia to
develop additional guidance for PSCOs on electronic navigation systems to be captured in
the procedures for PSC.
Taking this opportunity, we would like to draw your attention to the issue regarding PSC
inspection of ECDIS. Currently, masters and officers should have completed familiarization
training for ECDIS fitted on board, as one of the necessary familiarization training in
accordance with the ISM Code and STCW. However, a certificate for such familiarization
training is not required to hold by any Convention.
Nevertheless, we understand that some port States require the familiarization Training
Certificate of ECDIS during the PSC inspection even though none of the conventions,
including STCW, require to hold such certificate on board.
We would like to invite all Member States to take note of this matter.
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ITEM 8 – Statement by the delegation of Spain
In the view of Spain the issue of unmanned barges has not been properly addressed in the
proposed amendments to MARPOL. It is also the view that the philosophy of the Convention
is violated and creating undesired precedents. Notwithstanding the above, with regards to
Annex I of the Convention, barges cannot be exempted as they do not fall in the same
category of ship as those indicated in regulation 3.1, therefore proposed new paragraph for
regulation 3.2 would not be correct. In addition barges should be waived of regulations 17.1
and 37.1 but not exempted. There is also uncertainty in the terminology such as "unmanned"
or "installed" and leaves gaps such as whether, for example, barges with cranes fall under
the exemption. With regards to the amendments to Annex IV barges in stationary service
with persons on board, such as barges with accommodation facilities, would still be
exempted and therefore can discharge sewage to the sea. With regards to the certificates of
exemption these should have been part of the convention or unified interpretations, as the
use of an MEPC circular for international exemptions is not adequate in the context of the
MARPOL Convention. Finally it does not alleviate from any administrative burden and does
not clarify what is needed to renew the exemption"
ITEM 13 – Statement by the representative of the FAO Secretariat
This delegation would like to thank the IMO Secretariat for preparing a draft revision of
Circular Letter No.1886/Rev.5, as set out in document III 3/13/2.
As stated in the document, this is the first revision of the Circular Letter after the scope of the
IMO Ship Identification Number Scheme was extended, through the adoption of
resolutionA.1078(28), to cover also fishing vessels of 100 gross tonnage and above. As you
know, FAO was one of the cosponsors of the proposal that led to the adoption of this
resolution.
Two years ago, the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) expressed its appreciation of the
collaboration between IMO and FAO in extending the IMO number scheme to fishing vessels
and agreed that the IMO number should be used as the Unique Vessel Identifier for vessels
of 100 gross tonnage and above in the context of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels,
Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels, usually referred to as "the Global
Record".
COFI also noted that several Regional Fisheries Management Organizations have made
provisions for the IMO number to be compulsory in their convention areas.
The Third Session of the Joint FAO/IMO Ad Hoc Working Group on Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated (IUU) Fishing and Related Matters, which was held at IMO Headquarters
from 16 to 18 November 2015, discussed the IMO number scheme amongst several other
issues.
With regard to the IMO number scheme, the group recommended that FAO and IMO
progress the implementation of Phase 1 of the Global Record, including the consideration of
its application to decked motorized inboard fishing vessels of any hull type construction
of 100 GT and above, and the potential need to expand the IMO number scheme, as
appropriate. Any further expansion beyond Phase 1 of the Global Record should depend on
the successful implementation of that phase.
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The group also recommended that FAO and IMO explore the further possibility to expand the
application of the IMO number scheme to fishing vessels of less than 100 GT; and that IMO,
in cooperation with FAO, discuss mechanisms, to the extent practicable, for regular fleet data
exchanges on fishing vessels particulars between flag Administrations and IHS Maritime &
Trade in order to support the IMO Ship Identification Number Scheme in the context of the
Global Record and other regulatory and non-regulatory frameworks.
In this regard, I am pleased to inform your Sub-Committee that the thirty-second Session of
COFI, which was held from Monday to Friday last week, broadly welcomed the work of the
Joint FAO/IMO Ad Hoc Working Group on IUU fishing and Related Matters.
With regard to the proposal contained in section 3 of the annex to document III 3/13/2 on
Additional facility for extending the numbering scheme to fishing vessels beyond the scope of
resolution A.1078(28), this delegation is pleased to see that the proposed text addresses the
relevant recommendations of the Joint FAO/IMO Ad Hoc Working Group.

___________
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