
 

 

 

IMLA NEWSLETTER  
 
                                                          VOLUME 3 
                                                          JUNE 2012 



 

Contents  
Latest IMLA News 

 A Call for Reflection of IMLA History  

 Announcement of Biennial General Meeting 

 IMLA Representative Attended IMO STW 43rd Session 

 

IMLA Conferences to come  

 A Message from IMLA 20 

 A Reminder from Local Committee of INSLC17 

 IMEC 24 First Announcement  

 

from Member Institutions 

 Arab Academy for Science & Technology and Maritime Transport  

 California Maritime Academy   

 Shanghai Maritime University  

 University of Plymouth  

 World Maritime University  

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Latest IMLA News 
 

A Call for Reflection of IMLA History at IMLA20 
   

Dear IMLA Members, 

This year is very special for IMLA – not only witnessing the 20th of this Association’s Conference, but 

35th anniversary for the establishment of IMLA which came into being in 1977. Also interesting is that the 

first major conference was held in the Netherlands in 1980, and the IMLA20 go back to the country again!  

This is why we are trying to add a review of the past into IMLA20. Thanks to Mr. Alain Brillault, theVice 

Chair, who has volunteered in doing many things and accepted making a presentation for the review. 

And also thanks to Prof. Stephen Cross, Chair of IMLA20 Organizing Committee, who has implemented 

a lot of work in making this possible.  

However, such a big job is rather difficult to accomplish by individuals. So I kindly ask any of you who can 

assist and contribute in collecting materials for Alain, particularly those of early years in the history of 

IMLA. Anything valuable, in writing or image, is welcome to be forwarded to Alain (al.brillault@gmail.com) 

or to my assistant Ms Wang Yingming (imla@shmtu.edu.cn).  

We wish IMLA20 another milestone in the development of IMLA. Thank you. 

Dr. Prof. Jin Yongxing  

Chair of IMLA  

 

Announcement of Biennial General Meeting  
 

The International Maritime Lecturers' Association Committee hereby gives notice to the IMLA 

membership that the Biennial General Meeting is to be held during IMLA 20 at Maritime Institute Willem 

Barentsz,Dellewal 8, 8880 AA West Terschelling, The Netherlands, on Wednesday, July 04, 2012 

commencing at 15:00. The Agenda for the meeting will be forwarded at a later stage. Those wishing to 

contribute with items or issues should inform the IMLA Honorary Secretary in writing at 

clive.cole@wmu.se no later than June 28, 2012. 

 

Please note in this respect item 9 of the IMLA Constitution, which states: 

 

"The Biennial General Meeting shall be held in each alternate year; at least 30 days notice being given to 

the membership. One-quarter of the membership of the Association or 20 members, whichever is the 

lesser, shall form a quorum. Each of the Honorary Officers shall report orally and in writing to the BGM 

concerning their areas of responsibility. The agenda is to include a report from the Chair; reports from the 

special interest Conferences; Treasurer’s report; and election of Committee members." 

 

 
 



 

IMLA Representative Attended IMO STW 43rd Session 
 

CHEN YULI, Shanghai Maritime University China 

In the light of financial countenance sponsored by Shanghai Maritime University China (SMU), I 

honorably on behalf of the Association made my debut to attend the 43rd session of the IMO's Standards 

of Training and Watchkeeping Subcommittee meeting (STW 43) held from 30 April to 4 May 2012 in 

London of the United Kingdom under the Chairmanship of Rear Admiral Peter Brady (Jamaica).  

In the session, fourteen agenda were scheduled to be discussed. As far as relatively important agenda 

were concerned, three working groups, Development of an e-navigation strategy implementation plan 

(WG 1), Implementation of the Manila Amendments (WG 2) and Role of the human element (WG 3), and 

two drafting groups regarding Validation of model training courses (DG 1 and DG 2) were established. I 

sat in the plenary from the beginning to the end in order to observe and follow the overall progress of the 

meeting. 

Among the agenda discussed, Validation of model training courses (Agenda 3) in my opinion is most 

directly related to the Association. As at 24 January 2012, nine model courses were under revision and 

four are planned to be revised. The Subcommittee in this session validated four model courses, as 

amended, and instructed IMO to finalize and publish them as soon as possible: Operational use of 

Electronic Chart Display and Information Systems (ECDIS); Security awareness training for seafarers 

with designated security duties, and Security awareness training for all seafarers; Ship Security Officer; 

and Training the Simulator Trainer and Assessor. Also, three model courses, as amended, were agreed 

to refer to the coordinators to further revise the courses to reflect closely the requirements of the 2010 

Manila Amendments and to forward them to IMO within a timeline of two months and publish them at an 

early date: Master and Chief Mate; Chief Engineer Officer and Second Engineer Officer; and Officer in 

charge of an Engineering Watch.  

 

Due to its importance and complexity, the revised ECDIS model course proposed by the joint delegation 

of Australia and the United States deserved the lengthy debates and discussions regarding the aspects 

of hardware and staff requirements, learning objective, course outline flexibility and compliance with the 



 

requirements of the knowledge, understanding and proficiency (KUPs) in the tables of Competence etc. I 

also expressed a number of comments on the revised ECDIS model course in the plenary, ad hoc one of 

them pertaining to “as a model course, it should be general and flexible as a template for the global use 

rather than too specific and too rigid, particularly in the aspects of hardware and staff requirements” was 

rather consistent with many delegation’s views and directly reflected in the review of model course by the 

Drafting Group. The agenda of Validation of model training courses is continued to be kept as one of 

agenda for the next session. 

Other detailed summaries in terms of agenda discussed and proposed are provided in my document of 

Report of IMO STW 43 Session for your reference.  

Attending this session provided me 

with a direct opportunity to unfold the 

Association in front of the 

Administrations and other 

organizations from various parts of 

the world. Via the face-to-face 

communication  

with other delegates and comments 

made in the plenary, both some 

Administrations have started to 

know the Association, and some 

organizations have further 

understand the Association and expressed the willing to enhance the further cooperation as well as the 

interest to attend the annual conference of the Association. Accordingly, based on this attendance 

experience, I deeply convince that there is no doubt that IMO STW Session is one of most important and 

significant meetings associated with the matters of maritime education and training in the maritime 

industry. For the sake of further increasing its contribution to IMO as well as promoting its reputation in 

the shipping community, the Association shall take full advantage of this platform referring to the 

following suggestions: 

1) Track the agenda. The agenda to be discussed in the session are distributed at the end of the 

previous session in order to provide the delegations with the sufficient time to make the preparation 

of the proposals and comments. The agenda are often of urgent and important issues related to the 

maritime education and training. It is rather difficult to make the constructive proposals or comments 

in the session without the prior preparation and the background knowledge of the agenda. Therefore, 

it is recommended that the Association shall in the overall perspective organize and encourage the 

members to work together continuously to track and research the relevant agenda by means of the 

meeting, workshop or symposium etc. and actively submit the proposal to the Subcommittee or 

make comments to the proposals submitted by others. Particularly, IMO now is conducting the 

revision of model courses in order to enable them to comply with the requirements of new STCW 

Convention and Code, as amended. As maritime lecturers are the de facto customers of model 

courses, there is no doubt that the Association shall be obliged to actively participant in this agenda.  

2) Attend the meeting. The best and most effective way to increase the Association’s reputation in the 



 

shipping community is that the Association’s representatives as well as its white card appear in the 

meeting. Only attending the meeting, introducing proposals and making comments can provide IMO 

and other delegations to hear the voice directly from the Association’s mouth as well express the 

Association’s motivation and enthusiasm in front of IMO and other organizations of the shipping 

spectrum. The Association shall motivate the members to attend this annual meeting even other 

IMO meetings under the appropriate sponsorship.  

3) Seek the cooperation. Proposals submitted by joint delegation are common practice in the IMO 

meeting. This practice not only makes the proposal more reliable, powerful and acceptable, but also 

provides good cooperation and communication opportunity among delegations. The Association 

may seek the proposals or comments under the cooperation with other organizations in order to 

increase the perspective acceptability possibility and enable the Association and others to know 

each other better.  

Eventually, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the Association and SMU for providing me 

with this quite significant opportunity of the accumulation of invaluable experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IMLA Conferences to come 
 

IMLA 20  
20th International Conference on Maritime Education and Training  

 
All IMLA members and other participants of IMLA 20, 

  

In less than 2 weeks IMLA20 will commence on Terschelling. We still see that many IMLA members who 

are planning to attend have either not registered for the conference, have not booked the hotel, or have 

not submitted their full paper yet. 

 

We appreciate your understanding of the growing urgency and hope you will find the possibility to 

complete the registration asap. As for payment of the conference fee, this can also be done at the 

registration desk at IMLA 20 if you are not able to make the bank transfer.  

 

We are having difficulty with the credit card payment agency, so those who have indicated this option , 

might be asked to make the payment when at the conference. The local bank with ATM cash machines is 

within walking distance.  

 

We are looking forward to a very successful and enjoyable conference but do hope you will be able to 

meet our organizational requests to make the process as smooth as possible. 

 

Vbgds  

Stephen Cross 

Chairman LOC IMLA 20 

 
 
 



 

 
INSLC 17         
The 17th International Navigation Simulator Lecturer Conference 
 



 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

A Reminder from Local Organizing Committee Chair of INSLC 17 

 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

 

This is a reminder indicating that the INSLC 17 (International Simulator Lecturer Conference)  is 

approaching fast! 

 

Recently we have updated the website (http://www.sf.hs-wismar.de/inslc17.html ) with important 

information, e.g. the following details: 

·         Accommodation / Hotel booking necessary! 

 

Warnemuende is a summer resort, that means you have to book your rooms as soon as possible 

because of the many tourists, even for September when the summer season is nearly over. We have 

organised the two hotels below with extra low prices and you have to mention INSLC17 when you make 

your reservation - These privileged hotel reservations are only valid and can be booked until end of May / 

Jun 2012 only! ( the most efficient booking already at 30th May!) 

 

The registration deadline is coming soon (July 30th 2012, for authors already at 30 June 2012)! The 

conference fee is only 350 Euro for participants, including all conference events, meals dinners, 

proceedings and tours and 100 Euro for an extra accompanying program (in contrary to former 

announcements it  has to be paid by bank transfer - account is given at the web site). 

 

The very attractive spouses program can also be found now at the web site! 

 

I would appreciate if you could distribute the information to your faculty or other colleagues who might be 

interested. 

 

Welcome to Germany, welcome to Rostock-Warnemuende! 

 

Best Regards, 

Knud Benedict  

Local Organizing Committee Chair of INSLC 17 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

IMEC 24  
 
The 24th International Maritime English Conference  



 

  



 

  



 

from Member Institutions 
  
AAuussttrraalliiaann  MMaarriittiimmee  CCoolllleeggee    
  

The International Forum for Maritime Transport 3rd Conference 

      

Under the auspices of H.E. Dr. Nabil El-Araby - Secretary 

General of the League of Arab States and H.E. Dr. Galal 

Mostafa El Saeed - Egyptian Minister of Transport, The 

Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime 

Transport (AASTMT) – a specialized organization of the 

League of Arab States had the greatest pleasure to 

launch the International Forum for Maritime Transport 3rd 

Conference under the chairmanship of H.E Prof. Dr. Ismail Abdel Ghafar Ismail - AASTMT President, that 

entitled “Prospective Vision of a new generation of Marine Personnel” as copying with the uprising needs 

of Maritime Transport market. 

The Conference was held from 20th – 21st March 2012, at Four Seasons Hotel – Alexandria. 

 

 

Egypt in the IMO White List 

 
According to IMO Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) Circulars, Egypt is in the white list of the 

International Convention for Training, Certification & Watch keeping for Seafarers STCW 78, as 

amended. The MSC confirmed the Egyptian Independent Evaluation report which demonstrates that 

Egypt is giving full and complete effect to the relevant provisions of the convention. 

 

The Academy as an Approved Center of Marlins Certificates 

 

The International Forum for Maritime Transport (IFMT) under the lead of Arab Academy for Science, 

Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT), has recently expanded its range of training and services 

as the one and only approved test center of “Marlins” existing in Egypt & Africa.  

 

Marlins is the leading provider of Maritime English Language Testing and Training solutions to the 

maritime industry. 

 

Marlins also offers cultural training workshops for Management Transfer Unit, and assists Manpower 

Supply Officers with bespoke training on request. 

 

Solely through the AASTMT you are granted a UK MCA authenticated certificate.  

Marlins 3 Types of Certificates: 

- ISF Marlins English Language Test for Seafarers 

- Marlins English Language Test for Offshore Workers 



 

- Marlins English Language Test For Cruise Ship Staff 

 

The Academy as an Approved Center of Marlins Certificates  
 

The International Forum for Maritime Transport 

(IFMT) under the lead of Arab Academy for Science, 

Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT), has 

recently expanded its range of training and services 

as the one and only approved test center of 

“Marlins” existing in Egypt & Africa.  

 

Marlins is the leading provider of Maritime English 

Language Testing and Training solutions to the 

maritime industry. 

Marlins also offers cultural training workshops for Management Transfer Unit, and assists Manpower 

Supply Officers with bespoke training on request. 

Solely through the AASTMT you are granted a UK MCA authenticated certificate.  

Marlins 3 Types of Certificates: 

- ISF Marlins English Language Test for Seafarers 

- Marlins English Language Test for Offshore Workers 

- Marlins English Language Test For Cruise Ship Staff 

 

The Maritime linkage between Arab countries Conference 

 

H.E Prof. Dr. Ismail Abdel Ghafar Ismail - AASTMT President will attend a conference about the Maritime 

linkage between Arab countries that will be hosted by the International Chamber of Navigation in Beirut 

under the auspices of H.E Mr. Ghazi ElAridi – The Lebanese Minister for Public Works and 

Transportation, on Wednesday 25- 4- 2012. It is worth mentioning that this conference aims at 

establishing a number of shipping lines for facilitating the trade process as for supporting the cooperation 

between the Arab countries and that through the invitation of the Arab Federation of Chamber of 

Shipping (AFCS). 

 

 

TThhee  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  MMaarriittiimmee  AAccaaddeemmyy  

Bon Voyage! Cal Maritime Cadets Take Part                             

in Five International Voyages this Summer 

Cadets from The California Maritime Academy (Cal Maritime), a campus of The California State 

University, will have a lot to write home about this summer – literally! For the first time in the history of the 

university, five different international voyages are planned for students this summer. 

In addition to the university's traditional annual two-month training cruise onboard the Training Ship 

Golden Bear, on which students studying marine transportation and engineering will participate, four 



 

faculty-led educational tours are planned for students majoring in international business and logistics, 

and global studies and maritime affairs programs. 

The summer training cruise and international study tours are part of Cal Maritime's specialized, 

experiential-based curriculum that requires all students travel abroad while taking courses and gaining 

experiences important to each major. The voyages play an important role in ensuring each of the 

university's graduates obtain an international perspective that prepares them for success in today's 

global economy. 

Cal Maritime's Training Ship Golden Bear Sails into Sacramento 

The Training Ship Golden Bear, the 500-foot training 

vessel of The California Maritime Academy (Cal Maritime), 

a campus of The California State University, will arrive at 

the Port of West Sacramento on Sunday, April 29th. 

Onboard will be approximately 320 cadets and 56 officers 

and staff, all of whom are on the first leg of a two-month 

international training voyage that includes a transit through 

the Panama Canal. 

This is the first time in more than 15 years that the ship has visited the Sacramento area. To celebrate its 

arrival, the Port of West Sacramento will be holding a Community Day on April 29th from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Family-friendly activities include student-led tours of the Training Ship Golden Bear, as well as displays 

by community groups including West Sacramento Police Department, West Sacramento Fire Department, 

River City Rowing Club, Washington Outboard Club, and the West Sacramento Chamber. 

The Training Ship Golden Bear's annual training voyage is part of the specialized curriculum offered at 

Cal Maritime, whose students 94 percent job placement rate, and in some cases with starting salaries of 

$60,000 and above. The cruise provides students who are pursuing a U.S. Coast Guard license with the 

hours of sea experience they need to graduate and work aboard ships of any size worldwide. For the 

duration of each summer training cruise, Cal Maritime cadets are responsible for running the ship, 

including navigating and driving the ship, repairing and overseeing the engines, and maintaining the 

vessel. All training cruises are supervised by Cal Maritime faculty, the ship’s captain and chief engineer, 

and a team of experienced mariners. 

"Transiting to the Port of West Sacramento is going to be a great experience for our cadets and we are 

really looking forward to it," said Captain Harry Bolton, Commanding Officer of the Training Ship Golden 

Bear. "En route, they will encounter all kinds of shallow water and narrow channels that make ship 

handling a challenge, but also provides a great learning experience. "The Port of West Sacramento has 

welcomed us with open arms, and we are looking forward to visiting with the local community so they can 

learn more about our unique educational programs and the important role we play in providing the future 

leaders of the maritime and transportation industries." 

Bolton added that the ship will depart the Port of West Sacramento on Tuesday, May 1. Other activities 

planned in conjunction with the ship's visit are tours for prospective students and a reception onboard for 

legislators, local dignitaries, alumni and parents. 



 

After leaving the Port of West Sacramento, the ship will log approximately 8,500 nautical miles and visit 

ports of call that include: Los Angeles; Punta Arenas, Costa Rica; Montego Bay, Jamaica; and La Union, 

El Salvador. One of the highlights of this summer's training cruise will be a transit through the Panama 

Canal, a journey that hasn't been made by the Golden Bear in more than a decade. 

"Going through the Panama Canal is a phenomenal experience for seasoned mariners and cadets alike," 

added Bolton. "It really makes you realize how much it has changed commerce throughout the world. 

You can be in one ocean and then be in another ocean of the world in just 16 hours. Knowing how long 

ago they built the locks in the Panama Canal and that this feat of engineering is as viable today as it was 

100 years ago is just amazing." 

President Eisenhardt honered by U.S. Coast Guard Commandant    

with Distinguished Public Service Award 

Dr. William B. Eisenhardt, RADM, USMS, has been honored with the U.S. Coast Guard Distinguished 

Public Service Award. Aside from the Gold and Silver Life-Saving Medals, the Distinguished Public 

Service Award is the highest public recognition that the Commandant of the Coast Guard may award. 

The award was presented by Vice Admiral Paul Zukunft, 

Pacific Area Commander the United States Coast Guard 

during the Commencement Ceremony for Cal Maritime's 

Class of 2012, which took place on Saturday, April 28. 

One-hundred-and-sixty-six graduates participated in 

Commencement, all of whom received a bachelor's degree 

in one of Cal Maritime's six majors: Global Studies and 

Maritime Affairs, Business Administration - International 

Business and Logistics, Facilities Engineering Technology, 

Marine Engineering Technology, Marine Transportation, and 

Mechanical Engineering. 

Eisenhardt was selected to receive the Coast Guard's Distinguished Public Service Award for his 

extraordinary service as the President of the California Maritime Academy from July 2001 to June 2012. 

The award specifically commends a number of accomplishments during Eisenhardt's 11-year tenure as 

president, including: 

Working with faculty to secure a grant that enabled the Coast Guard, California Department of Fish and 

Game and other state and federal agencies to use Cal Maritime's state-of-the art simulation center to 

plan and respond to simulated oil spill scenarios in the San Francisco Bay Area; 

Championing the need for effective education and training in the rapid globalization of the international 

shipping arena, through his role as a founding member of the International Association of Maritime 

Universities; and 

For his proactive efforts in creating The California Maritime Academy Coast Guard Pre-Commissioning 

Pilot Program, which prepares cadets to become active duty commissioned officers in the United States 

Coast Guard. The program has strengthened the relationship between the U.S. Coast Guard and has 



 

resulted in more than 30 graduates accepting an active duty commission, 12 cadets entering the 

reserves, and four cadets being assigned to civilian positions within the U.S. Coast Guard. 

CUS Trustees Appoint Thomas A. Cropper as                          

President of California State University, Maritime 

The California State University Board of Trustees has named Thomas 

A. Cropper, Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy, as president of California 

Maritime Academy. 

"I am pleased and honored to be chosen as the next president of the 

California Maritime Academy, and look forward to working closely with 

the exceptional students, staff and faculty," said Cropper. "Cal 

Maritime's unique and focused mission, excellent reputation and highly 

successful students make for an engaged and globally-focused 

campus community." 

Cropper was among the finalists for the position to succeed retiring 

President William B. Eisenhardt, who has served as president since 2001. He is expected to begin in his 

new role as president on July 1 following retirement from active duty. 

“Admiral Cropper brings a stellar maritime career, superb leadership skills and excellent management 

experience to his new role as president of the California Maritime Academy," said CSU Trustee Pete 

Mehas who chaired the search committee. "He is an accomplished executive, innovative thinker, and has 

a strategic vision for the university that will be a tremendous asset to the campus." 

For the past two years, Cropper has directed education and at-sea training for ships and aviation 

squadrons deploying to the western Pacific and the Middle East. From 2008 to 2010, Cropper led and 

managed 24,000 people in combat operations as the deputy commander of the U.S. Fifth Fleet in 

Bahrain. He also served on the Joint Chiefs of Staff Strategy Working Group at the Pentagon where he 

headed a select senior officer team working with representatives of each U.S. armed forces chief, the 

Joint Staff, the State Department and agencies within the cabinet. 

From 2005 to 2007, Cropper served as chief of staff for the U.S. Third Fleet, where he led a staff of 300 

and coordinated the simultaneous training and education of eight naval battle groups. Prior to that 

assignment he commanded Carrier Air Wing Eleven aboard the USS Nimitz. Cropper has served in a 

variety of roles throughout his Navy career including director of plans, programs and tactics at the Naval 

Strike and Air Warfare Center, Federal Executive Fellow at The Brookings Institution, military assistant in 

the Office of Secretary of Defense William Cohen and commanding officer of Strike Fighter Squadron 

Eighty Three. 

Cropper earned a bachelor's degree in Engineering Operations from Iowa State, and three master's 

degrees in Aviation Systems (University of Tennessee), National Security and Strategic Studies (U.S. 

Naval War College) and World Politics (Catholic University). 

  



 

SShhaanngghhaaii  MMaarriittiimmee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  

CEO of Costamare Shipping Inc. Visited SMU 

On March 28, Mr. Costis Konstantakopoulos, Chairman and CEO of the Costamare Shipping Inc. paid a 

visit to SMU. Prof. Yu Shicheng, Chairman of SMU University Council, Prof. Jin Yongxing, Vice President 

of SMU and leaders of relevant departments gave the guests a warm reception. 

 

Prof. Yu Shicheng delivered a welcome speech. He extended gratitude to the Costamare Shipping Inc. 

for its strong support for SMU. Mr. Costis Konstantakopoulos expressed that he was more than happy to 

visit SMU. He hoped that the two sides could strengthen their cooperation and make concerted efforts to 

facilitate the development of the shipping industry. 

 

After the meeting, Mr. Costis Konstantakopoulos visited the Marine Engine Simulator, Costamare Engine 

Room Integrated Lab of SMU accompanied by Prof. Yu Shicheng and Prof. Jin Yongxing. Later on, Mr. 

Costis Konstantakopoulos also had a discussion with several SMU students sponsored by the 

Costamare Shipping Inc. 

 

Costamare Shipping Inc. is the largest private shipping company in the world. With more than 60 

containerships ranging from about 1,000 TEU to about 9,500 TEU capacity, Costamare Shipping Inc. 

serves ocean carriers that demand a high standard of safety and reliability and are, in most cases, 

among the world's largest liner companies. Costamare Shipping Inc. also provided SMU with financial 

support for the construction of Costamare Engine Room Integrated Laboratory. 

 

Asian Cruise Academy of SMU Opens  

 

On the afternoon of April 18, the opening ceremony of the Asian Cruise Academy of SMU was co-hosted 

by SMU, the Seatrade Communications Ltd. and the Shanghai International Port (Group) Co., Ltd at the 

North Bund, which symbolized the establishment of a first academy for cruise ship management in Asia. 

 

In the opening ceremony, leaders from SMU, the Seatrade Communications Ltd and the Shanghai 

International Port (Group) Co., Ltd signed the cooperative agreement and announced the opening of the 



 

Asian Cruise Academy of SMU together. The opening ceremony was presided over by Prof. Xiao Baojia, 

Vice President of SMU. 

 

The Asian Cruise Academy of SMU is 

committed to the cultivation of talents for the 

cruise industry in China and Asia in the aspects 

of Cruise Construction, Cruise Shipbuilding 

Trading, Cruise Company Management, Cruise 

Shipping Management, Cruise Hotel 

Management, Cruise Product Marketing, 

Cruise Port Management, Cruise Financing as 

well as Cruise Insurance. 

 

The academy mainly focuses on the curricula of EMBA and MBA and will have a cruise-oriented bachelor 

degree program. The academy will also have short-term training lessons in order to meet the market’s 

demands. Courses include Cruise Economy and Policy Regulations, Establishment and Management of 

Cruise Enterprises, Cruise Marketing and Cruise Shipping Management, etc. 

 

2nd Danish Class for Duty and Safety of Marine Engineer Opens 

 

On the morning of May 14, the opening ceremony of the 2nd Danish Class for Duty and Safety of Marine 

Engineer was held at SMU. Mr. Erik Andreassen, Principal of the Copenhagen Marine Engineer College 

and Electrical Installation Engineer College, teachers and 48 students from the Copenhagen Marine 

Engineer College and Electrical Installation Engineer College, Prof Jin Yongxing, Vice President of SMU, 

leaders of relative departments and teachers from the Merchant Marine College of SMU attended the 

ceremony. 

 

The 48 Danish students who attended the class all came from the Copenhagen Marine Engineer College 

and Electrical Installation Engineer College. The class would last for two weeks. Apart from the classes 



 

on Lingang new campus of SMU, the students would also go to the Pingwang Training Base to accept 

the lifeboat operation training. Besides, the university would organize numerous rich and colorful cultural 

activities for the Danish students and the students from SMU so as to facilitate the mutual-understanding 

between the young people.  

 

The Copenhagen Marine Engineer College and Electrical Installation Engineer College is one of the 

directly affiliated colleges under the Danish Maritime Authority. SMU undertook the Danish Class last 

year, when 23 students from the Copenhagen Marine Engineer College and Electrical Installation 

Engineer College came to study at SMU. The immediate class this year includes 48 students from 

Denmark. And 20 students form the Merchant Marine College of SMU will go to Copenhagen for studying 

this summer. 

 

UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  PPllyymmoouutthh    

 

150 Years -- Plymouth Celebrating Navigation 

 

150 years on – a time to glance back and look forward.  The 150th Anniversary of Plymouth's School of 

Navigation will be celebrated by a two day conference focusing on the art and science of marine 

navigation.  

 

Key persons from the shipping industry will join academics to glance back at the strides made over 150 

years of change and look forward at the challenges which are presented by technology in the twenty first 

century. 

 

The development of electronic aids to navigation over the years has transformed marine navigation from 

an art into a science. The bridge of a modern liner hums with equipment designed to ensure safety of 

passage. 

 

A further period of rapid change is taking place with new requirements and developments in Electronic 

Chart and Information Systems (ECDIS) and e-navigation.  

 

The role of Plymouth’s School of Navigation which was founded in the mid nineteenth century will be 

recognised, but the focus of the conference will be on present and future issues.   

 

Thematic sessions in the conference will cover issues such as traditional support for the today’s 

navigator  to the development of virtual aids  to navigation, developments in position fixing, automated 

collision avoidance techniques, the human interface, simulation, training and 'future horizon scanning'.  

 

Paul Wright, Associate Director of the Marine Institute stated “there are many high profile presenters who 

will be attending,   including Captain Ian McNaught, Deputy Master of Trinity House, Professor Mike 

Barnett of Southampton Solent University who has engaged in research on the human interface,  Andy 

Norris a Navigation Systems Consultant  and  Presidents of the  Nautical Institute and the Royal 



 

Institute of Navigation”. It’s going to be a conference which will allow us to consider the impact of new 

navigation systems on safety and training needs”   

 

The recent announcement that Plymouth University has been named as a recipient for the award of the 

Queen's Anniversary Prize for Higher and Further Education "in recognition of world - class marine and 

maritime research, teaching and training" and the opening in 2012 of a new £19 million marine building, 

hosting a ship simulator and ECDIS training suite is evidence of Plymouth University's commitment to the 

future of navigation.  

 

The conference which is open to all will take place in the Sherwell Conference Centre, Plymouth 

University on September 13th and 14th during Plymouth City Marine Festival Week. 

 

Further details and an Application Form can be found on the Conference Web site  

www.navcon150.com or by contacting the Conference Secretariat on +44 (0)1752 586005. 

 

 

Plymouth University picks up keys to new cutting edge Marine Building 

 

Plymouth University has ‘picked up the keys’ to its new state-of-the-art Marine Building – on World 

Oceans Day. 

 

The £19m facility, which houses the country’s most advanced wave tank testing equipment, as well as a 

dedicated innovation centre for marine renewable technology and engineering businesses, is set be at 

the heart of the new South West Marine Energy Park. 

 

It will also be home to the UK’s largest Marine Institute, a world class team of researchers and scientists 

who cover almost every major sea-related discipline including oceanography, hydrography, marine 

biology and coastal ecology, as well as engineering, shipping, and professional development for the 

navigation industry.  

 

Rob Bradley, Regional Director of Leadbitter – the construction firm who carried out the complex 

19-month project – presented the ‘keys’ to Vice-Chancellor Professor Wendy Purcell today (Friday). 

 

Professor Purcell said: “Our new Marine Building is a landmark development for the University, the City 

and the region, and provides a suite of research and teaching facilities to support our world-class 

academic community and enrich the student experience. 

 

“The equipment, technical and research expertise we have here will catalyse the marine and maritime 

sectors, and help attract leading researchers and commercial clients.  In fact we have already signed up 

our first international tenant for the Marine Innovation Centre.  This shows how the University plays a 

key role in attracting vital inward investment into the marine economy and is at the heart of the South 

West Marine Energy Park.” 

 



 

The centre-piece of the building will be the Coastal Ocean and Sediment Transport (COaST) laboratories, 

home to a number of wave tanks and flumes, where engineers will be able to test devices using different 

simulated wave, current and wind conditions.  

 

It will also contain a Marine Navigation Centre, with a full mission bridge simulator to enable students to 

‘pilot’ a huge variety of vessels – from super tankers to yachts – in a range of international destinations, 

complete with electronic chart reading rooms. 

 

It is appropriate that the handover coincides with World Oceans Day as research at  the Marine Institute 

is being undertaken on global issues relevant to the health of our seas, including acidification and its 

consequences for sea-life, to coastal erosion, flood risk and the impact of renewable energy technologies 

upon the environment. 

 

The five-storey building has been constructed to extremely high standards of sustainability. Built from 

around 500 tonnes of steel, 4.8 kilometres of cable and 300 cubic metres of recycled aggregate, it boasts 

special features that make use of solar gain, natural ventilation and rainwater harvesting to cut down on 

its energy consumption.  

 

It has attracted funding from the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS), the Department of 

Energy and Climate Change (DECC), South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) and the 

Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE).   
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WWoorrlldd  MMaarriittiimmee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy 

 

Visit by students from the University of Hamburg 
 

On Tuesday, 20 March, a group of six doctoral students from the International Max Planck Research 

School for Maritime Affairs (IMPRS), University of Hamburg, visited WMU as part of a week-long study 

visit to Malmö and Copenhagen arranged by Dr Jens-Uwe Schröder-Hinrchs. 

The group was headed by IMPRS Directors, Professor Peter Ehlers (who is also a Governor of WMU) 

and Professor Marian Paschke, and accompanied by Dr Nico Nolte from the German Federal Shipping 

and Hydrographic Agency (BSH). After joining the MLP and MSEA classes in the morning, the students 

spent the afternoon presenting their research projects, leading to excellent debate with WMU’s students 

and faculty. 

 

The Hamburg students went on to spend Wednesday and Thursday in Copenhagen, where they visited 

the European Environment Agency, the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea, the Danish 

Maritime Administration and BIMCO. Friday was spent at the Port of Malmö. 

 

MoU between WMU and University of Rijeka 

 

On May 3rd Dr. Björn Kjerfve signed of a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 

academic cooperation with Dr. Serdjo Kos, 

Dean of the Faculty of Maritime Studies at the 

University of Rijeka, Croatia.  

 

The MOU provides opportunities for 

academic cooperation such as lecture 

exchanges and research collaboration. 

 

The MOU commits both institutions to 

collaboration in the fields of marine and 

maritime affairs, nautical science, multimodal and intermodal transport, marine engineering, technology 
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or maritime transport, logistic and management in maritime traffic, maritime law and law of the sea, and 

electronic and information technologies in maritime transport. 

 

MoU with Universidad de Panama 

 

The signing ceremony included Her Excellency Ana Irene Delgado The Ambassador of Panama to the 

UK and Northern Ireland, also a WMU Governor, Dr. Björn Kjerve, and Dr. Gustavo Garcia de Paredes 

During the January visit of WMU President Björn Kjerfve to Panama a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) on academic cooperation was signed with Dr. Gustavo Garcia de Paredes, Rector of Universidad 

de Panama.  

 

The MOU provides opportunities for academic cooperation such as lecture exchanges and research 

collaboration in the fields of marine and maritime affairs, oceanography, and coastal zone management.  

 

MoU between WMU and Hochschule Wismar, Germany 

 

On 7 May 2012, WMU President Björn Kjerfve signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 

academic cooperation with Dr. Knud Benedict, Head of the Maritime Simulation Centre 

Rostock-Warnemuende of Hochschule Wismar, University of Applied Sciences: Technology, Business 

and Design. The MoU provides opportunities for academic cooperation, particularly in the field of 

integrated complex maritime simulation and technology, as well as research. Additional commitments to 

collaboration include the fields of maritime education and training, nautical science, ship-handling, safe 

and energy-efficient ship operation, and electronic and information technologies in maritime transport. 

 

During the inauguration of the MaRiSa simulation laboratory, Prof. Knud Benedict introduced SAMMON, 

the innovative maneuver planning and monitoring system that is being delivered for the first time as an 

integrated module of a ship-handling simulator. Hochschule Wismar and WMU jointly developed a 

portion of the highly sophisticated software tools for the simulator in the research project ADOPTMAN. 

 

For more information on Hochschule Wismar and the Maritime Simulation Centre in 

Rostock-Warnemuende, please visit their website www.hs-wismar.de 
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MLP 12 Visits Chile 

 

Vice Admiral Enrique Larrañaga, Director General of the Maritime Territory and Merchant Marine 

(Directemar), welcomes MLP’12 students accompanied by Assoc. Prof. Max Mejia at Directemar 

Headquarters in Valparaiso, Chile. 

 

Fifteen students of the Maritime Law and Policy (MLP) Specialisation, accompanied by Assoc. Prof. Max 

Mejia, went on a field studies visit hosted by the Directorate General of the Maritime Territory and 

Merchant Marine (Directemar) in Valparaiso, Chile last 15-21 April. The visit was the first ever by a WMU 

student group to Latin America.  

 

The MLP group was welcomed by the Vice Admiral Enrique Larrañaga (Director General) and Rear 

Admiral Ivan Valenzuela (Director of Maritime Security and Operations). The Directemar organized a 

comprehensive schedule of visits that took the students to the Directemar Headquarters and its operating 

units – Directorate of Maritime Security and Operations, Directorate of Maritime Interests and Marine 

Environment, Maritime Instruction and Training Centre, and the Hydorgraphic and Oceanographic 

Service. Visits were also arranged to the Valparaiso Container Terminal and the Port Quintero LNG 

Terminal. As an added bonus, the MLP group was invited to observe the closing session of the 

22ndTokyo MOU Port State Control Committee Meeting held in the neighboring city of Viña del Mar. 

 

Field studies are a vital component of the University’s MSc programme. They allow WMU to move the 

venue for the exchange of ideas on maritime law and policy from the classroom to the real world, thus 

affording students the opportunity to connect theory with practice. 
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Add: Shanghai Maritime University 

1550 Haigang Ave. Shanghai 201306 China  
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