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IMLA Newsletter serves to report the latest 

developments of this Association, IMLA 

conferences and events, the consultative 

activities with IMO as well as trends of 

maritime education and training. It 

provides opportunities and platforms to 

share important information and ideas, 

and promote the development of marine 

science, engineering and technology. We 

believe this would be an ideal path to 

enhance exchanges and communication 

between all members. It can be reached 

through IMLA website www.imla.co 

mailto:imla@shmtu.edu.cn


IMLA26 Addresses 

Modern Challenges in 

Maritime Education and 

Training in Georgia 
 

 

 

IMLA26 Family Photo

 

The global maritime community is changing, 

and its pace in the 21st century is 

unprecedented. The 26th IMLA Conference, 

held on 23-26 September 2019 as an annual 

effort to gather world-wide maritime 

lecturers, addressed challenges of maritime 

education and training resulting from 

technological innovations, policy 

adjustments, and social-economical 

advances. Over 60 participants from 20 

countries attended the conference hosted by 

Batumi State Maritime Academy (BSMA), 

Batumi, Georgia, with a good percentage of 

representation from neighboring countries in 

the black sea region. 

 

In his welcome speech at the opening, Chair 

of IMLA Prof. Yongxing Jin reiterated the 

importance of proactive adaptation to an 

industry of rapid changes and called for all 

maritime lecturers to take actions to seize 

best opportunities these challenges present. 

Prof. Irakli Sharabidze, Rector of BSMA and 

Chairman of the Local Organizing Committee 



of IMLA 26, expressed appreciations for 

efforts of IMLA that have brought together 

maritime academic from over the world to 

promote education, research and capacity 

building as a means to enhance the overall 

standards of the industry. At the opening, 

members were briefed on progress of IMLA’s 

work achieved in the past year through a 

presentation given by IMLA Coordinator Ms 

Yingming Wang. 

 

The three-day presentations and workshops 

dealt with the challenges related with 

development and implementation of distance 

learning in MET, lifelong learning & 

continuous education, simulator training 

based learning in MET, problems of 

attractiveness of Maritime Education and 

Profession, collaboration between Academia 

and Industry for development of relevant 

skills, curricula internationalization and 

harmonization, IT technologies in MET, 

development of technologies in Maritime 

industry and its implementation in 

educational process, maritime training and 

certification challenges and other 

contemporary MET issues. 

 

As a routine side event of IMLA conference, 

the Japanese Seafarers Group “Hatokai” and 

IMLA jointly presented a photo exhibit with 

the theme of Beyond the Horizon in 

recognition of the invaluable contribution of 

seafarers are making to the world maritime 

industry. Capt. Takashi Shirozu, a senior 

member of Hatokai and IMLA, gave a 

presentation on HOLAS (Happiness of Life at 

Seas) and Value Creation for Safety. 

 

The IMLA Committee members met during 

the conference for a special discussion to 

prepare for the next year’s IMLA conference 

which is to be hosted by the World Maritime 

University (WMU) in Malmo, Sweden. Ms. 

Anne Pazaver, on behalf of WMU and Local 

Organizing Committee of IMLA27, provided 

audience with an informative promotional 

presentation at the Closing. The dates of 

IMLA27 was announced to be 2-4 September 

2020. 

 

The IMLA26 had the privilege of being 

presented by high level representatives from 

Government of Autonomous Republic of 

Ajara, the Ministry of Economy and 

Sustainable Development of Georgia, 

Maritime Transport Agency of Georgia, and 

Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports of 

Autonomous Republic of Ajara. This event 

was widely covered by national and local 

media in Georgia.

 

 

 

IMLA Chairman Prof. Yongxing Jin 

Welcomed the participants 

 Plenary Conference Site 



  

IMLA Cooridinator Ms. Yingming Wang Gave 

Updates on IMLA's Work  

 

IMLA Gift Presentation to IMLA26 Host BSMA  

 

Presentations at the Sessions  

Mr Ivane Abashidze, Vice Director of Maritime Transport 

Agency of Georgia addressed at the opening 

IMLA-Japanese Seafarers Group "Beyond the 

Horizon" Photo Exhibit Opening 

IMLA Conference Flag Handover from BSMA 

to the next Host WMU 

 



IMLA-IMEC31 Held in 

Åland Islands, Finland 

 
 

IMLA-International Maritime English 

Conference (IMEC31) took place in 

Mariehamn, Åland Islands, Finland, from 30th 

September to 3rd October, 2019, with a day 

of preconference activities held in Turku, on 

the Finnish mainland, on 29th September. 

The conference was hosted by Åland 

University of Applied Sciences, Mariehamn, 

and the Local Organising Committee was 

headed by Erik Hemming with the assistance 

of Tiina Makinnen. Peter Björkroth of Novia 

University of Applied Sciences organized and 

led the activities in Turku. The 31st edition of 

the conference was deemed fittingly 

maritime as participants embarked for an 

evening crossing from Turku to Mariehamn 

on the Viking Grace, the first large scale 

passenger ferry to be powered by LNG, as 

well as being fitted with a rotor sail. Once in 

Mariehamn, IMEC31 opening ceremony took 

place on board the MS Pommern, an iron-

hulled sailing ship built at the start of the 

20th century and used to carry grain from 

Australia to the UK.  

  

IMEC 31 registered a total of 53 delegates, of 

22 different nationalities. With the conference 

theme of“Interactivity and Cooperation”, a 

total of 13 formal paper presentations were 

given, 5 practical sessions regarding 

individual teaching practices were held, 4 

workshops were run, and two roundtable 

discussions were facilitated. In addition to the 

conference theme, topics included ship-to-

shore communication, course and learning 

tool design principles, sustainability in MET, 

Maritime English in the full mission bridge 

simulator, aids to self-evaluation, 

enhancement of SMCP usage, Maritime 

English for yachting, semiotics and discourse 

in cross-cultural learning, online tools 

(Google’s G Suite) for MET and e-learning 



courses (Marlins) for marine engineers. 

Moreover, despite being a demilitarised zone, 

Åland proved unique in being the first IMEC 

to host a series of presentations and 

discussions for Maritime English instructors 

and delegates from naval academies. In 

general, the topics presented at IMEC31 

continued to reflect the major changes in 

MET and, more significantly, to provide future 

challenges for conference delegates.  

  

During the conference, Prof. Clive Cole 

(World Maritime University, ret’d) officially 

relinquished his position and handed over to 

Prof.dr. Alison Noble (Antwerp Maritime 

Academy, Antwerp, Belgium) who now takes 

over as Chair of IMLA-International Maritime 

English Conference (IMEC). Catherine Logie 

(Business Development Director, Marlins, 

Glasgow, Scotland) remains in her position as 

Vice-Chair. Prof. Dr. Carmen Chirea-

Ungureanu (Constanta Maritime University, 

Constanta, Romania) replaces Alison Noble as 

Head of IMLA-IMEC Papers & Activities 

Committee. Papers & Activities Committee 

member Peter John (Jade University of 

Applied Sciences, Elsfleth, Germany) steps 

down from his position on the committee.  

  

The IMEC Steering Committee would 

particularly like to thank Erik Hemming in 

Mariehamn for his commitment and energy 

in preparing and delivering a highly 

successful conference and Peter Björkroth for 

the kick-off events in Turku. Thanks also go 

to Prof. Dr. Jin Yongxing, Chairman of IMLA, 

for his continued support for IMEC as one of 

IMLA’s three Special Interest Groups. 

 

 



IMLA Representation at 

IMO Special Lecture by 

Mr. Ban Ki-Moon  
IMLA was well represented by its members 

Prof. Alison Noble and Prof. Malek 

Pourzanjani at IMO’s Special Lecture by Mr. 

Ban Ki-Moon, former Secretary General of the 

United Nations, which was held on 28th 

October 2019 at IMO Headquarters.  

  

Mr. Ban Ki-Moon clearly placed IMO and the 

shipping industry “in the vanguard of global 

efforts” to combat climate change and build 

a more sustainable future for the planet. 

Highlighting the UN’s SDGs (Sustainable 

Development Goals), he pleaded for an “all 

hands on deck” approach to harness 

ownership at international level and to 

achieve these UN goals.  

  

He emphasized the importance of the 

empowerment of women, the inclusion of 

youth and recognition of gender equality and 

went on to praise IMO’s capacity building 

programmes and ongoing efforts in these 

areas, in particular IMO’s 2019 World 

Maritime theme.  

  

Gaining applause for his statement that 

“Earth is the only home where we can live”, 

Mr. Ban painted a clear picture of the havoc 

which climate change could bring. 

Nevertheless, he continued, there are reasons 

to be optimistic, not least IMO’s impressive 

efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

  

To conclude, Mr. Ban reiterated the 

importance of IMO’s work as central to global 

efforts in the interconnected world of the 

21st century and called on IMO member 

states to engage in robust cooperation to put 

the UN SDGs and climate change at the 

centre of national priorities. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
INTERNATIONAL MARITIME LECTURERS'ASSOCIATION 2020 

JOINT CONFERENCE WITH ICERS15, IMEC32 AND INSLC21  

SEAS OF TRANSITION: SETTING 

A COURSE FOR THE FUTURE 
1 -5 SEPTEMBER 2020 

MALMÖ, SWEDEN 

The World Maritime University is pleased to host this unique event that brings 

together, for the first time, the International Maritime Lecturers’ Association 

(IMLA) with all three of its Special Interest Groups: International Conference on Engine 

Room Simulators (ICERS), International Maritime English Conference (IMEC), 

and International Navigation Simulator Lecturers’ Conference (INSLC). The Conference 

will provide an opportunity for interdisciplinary discussion and exchange of ideas on 

issues facing maritime education and training (MET) in the present era of rapid change 

in the global maritime community, with a view to harnessing the past to navigate the 

future.  

http://www.imla.co/
http://www.imla.co/
http://www.imla.co/committees/icers.htm
http://www.imla.co/committees/icers.htm
http://www.imla.co/imec/
http://www.imla.co/committees/inslc.htm


GLOBAL PARTICIPANTS 

Maritime lecturers, maritime institute administrators and policy makers and anyone 

with an interest in Maritime Education and Training (MET) 

CALL FOR PAPERS & KEY DATES 

Deadline of submission for abstracts: 31 January 2020 

Deadline of submission for papers: 15 May 2020 

IMLA & SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 

 
Questions? Email conferences@wmu.se 

 

http://conferences.wmu.se/imla2020/info/submission-guidelines/
http://conferences.wmu.se/imla2020/info/submission-guidelines/


Season’s Greetings 

to IMLA Members 
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Visit www.imla.co for more 

 


